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Forgotten fields 

Book rediscovers Black 
Country’s old pitches 

Memory Lane-See Page 10 


Tunnel raid 

Hundreds of cannabis 
plants found in bunker 

See Page 13 


Gift of life 

Nurse donates kidney to 
help chronically-ill niece 

See Page 14 





Leader is 
writing to 
PM over 
job losses 

SANDWELL Council chiefs 
are asking David Cameron 
to intervene over energy 
giant npower’s decision to 
cut 400 jobs in Oldbury. 

The company will close its 
Quayside House offices in 
Rounds Green Road, next 
summer. All of the 250 posts 
at Quayside House will be 
cut, and around 150 staff 
will go from npower’s sister 
site Birchfield House, 
Joseph Street. 

Some of the work will be 
moving to India via a deal 
with Tata Consultancy Serv¬ 
ices. 

The firm’s other Oldbury 
site, Birch House, is not 
expected to be affected. 

Regrettable 

Staff will begin to leave by 
March, after a 60-day con¬ 
sultation was launched. The 
news was broken to workers 
after they arrived for work 
last Thursday. 

The back-office roles per¬ 
formed at Quayside House 
will be managed by Indian 
company Tata Consultancy 
Services instead, with work 
moving over in phases. 

Lee Wilkes, head of site for 
Quayside House, said that 
the job losses were regret¬ 
table but necessary. 

Sandwell Council leader 
Councillor Darren Cooper 
said : “This is a terrible blow 
for hundreds of hard¬ 
working people and families 
just before Christmas. 

“I am writing to David 
Cameron to ask him to help 
get npower to reverse its 
decision but I am not 
hopeful of a reply. 

“I am bitterly disap¬ 
pointed by the decision to 
move these jobs abroad.” 

Buyout at 
safety firm 

CRADLEY Heath safety 
equipment company Kee 
Safety has been bought by 
its management in a £90 
million deal, it was revealed 
yesterday. 

The company supplies 
safety systems all over the 
world and employs 274 
people. 

Based on Cradley Busi¬ 
ness Park it achieved rev¬ 
enues of £35m in 2012. 


'BULLY' CLAIM 
TORY RESIGNS 


A COUNCILLOR says he is seeking 
legal advice after he stepped down 
amid accusations he had been ‘bully¬ 
ing’ a party member - an allegation 
that he refutes. 

Halesowen councillor Ken Turner has been 
accused of‘bullying’ behaviour by local party officials 
and was preparing to face a disciplinary hearing 
when he made his dramatic move this week. 


He took the decision to 
step down from the Conser¬ 
vative Party on Monday - 
alongside his wife and fellow 
councillor Hazel Turner, 
who is sticking by her 
husband. 

The allegations are 
centred on his conduct. 

This week relations 
soured further when Hale¬ 
sowen and Rowley Regis 
Conservative Association 
said Councillor Turner had 
been a ‘frequent source of 
embarrassment to the Con¬ 
servative Party’. 

Independents 

Councillor Turner, who 
represents Hayley Green 
and Cradley South with his 
wife, denied the accusations 
and his wife claimed that it 
was he who was a victim. 

He said: “We have had a 
number of calls and emails 
of support. We are totally 
committed to looking after 
our residents. 

“We will continue to fight 
the next elections as inde¬ 
pendents.” 

When asked if he was 
fighting the allegations, 
Councillor Turner said: 
“Yes. This is why I can’t 
make public what is going on 
because the legal advisors do 
suggest there are grounds on 
which a case can be put.” 

Mrs Turner, 67, who has 
been married to Ken for 51 
years, added: “It is victimi¬ 
sation.” 

Dudley Conservative 
group leader, Councillor 
Patrick Harley, said a 
dispute had arisen during 
the selection process for a 


Report by 
Andrew Turton 


new Tory council candidate 
in the Hayley Green and 
Cradley South ward. 

The seat is due to be 
vacated by former Mayor of 
Dudley Councillor Ray 
Burston, who is standing 
down after admitting having 
accessed pornography on his 
council computer. 

“Ken is the one who has 
been accused of bullying and 
it is only right that those 
allegations were investi¬ 
gated thoroughly,” said 
Councillor Harley. “If allega¬ 
tions of harassment and bul¬ 
lying are made against any 
member, particularly a 
senior member of our team, 
then the association has a 
duty to investigate. 

“The investigation won’t 
go anywhere now because he 
has resigned from the party 
so it will cease. I wish him 
well.” 

In a statement, Hale¬ 
sowen and Rowley Regis 
Conservative Association 
said: “He (Mr Turner) would 
have had the opportunity to 
present his case at that 
meeting later this month 
but has decided to pre-empt 
a decision by resigning. It 
wouldn’t be appropriate to 
go into the specifics of the 
complaint until that matter 
is fully resolved. 

“He has never been one to 
shy away from controversy 
and has been a frequent 
source of embarrassment to 
the Conservative party.” 


Showbiz Sianne wins award 



Sianne Shepherd, this year’s winner of Startime Variety’s Shelia Darby Award, poses with her commemorative vase 
prize after showing her long-term commitment to the amateur theatre group based in Halesowen 


RISING from chorus singer to 
chairman in 18 years and taking 
part in more than 20 shows - 
Sianne Shepherd has become a hit 
in her own right at one of the Black 
Country’s leading drama groups 

The 46-year-old mother-of-one was 
presented with the annual Sheila 
Darby award from amateur theatre 
group Startime Variety for her long¬ 
term commitment to the organisation 
based in Halesowen. 

The award is in memory of member 


Mrs Darby, who died more than 10 
years ago. 

Mrs Shepherd, of Blagdon Road in 
Halesowen, said she felt ‘humbled’ to 
receive the accolade. 

Pantomime 

The IT worker joined the group after 
going to watch one of its shows with a 
friend 18 years ago. 

She says she had been ‘hooked’ ever 
since. 

She is busy preparing the group for 
its festive pantomime at the Cornbow 


Hall in January, Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears. 

Mrs Shepherd said: “I’m very 
humbled to get the award. Its a lovely 
feeling, it feels like a real reward for all 
the hard work put in. 

“My favourite part of the job is 
seeing how everyone comes together 
when we are in a difficult position and 
pulls through to get a final result.” 

Publicity officer Angela Greenway 
said: “Sianne has worked extremely 
hard over the past year and fully 
deserves the award.” 


Crossing 
for road 
by site of 
tragedy 

A NEW pedestrian crossing 
near the spot where a man 
was killed after being hit by 
a car is to go ahead - despite 
the axe falling on proposals 
for a new bus station nearby. 

Dudley Council won cash 
for the £650,000 traffic 
light-controlled crossing on 
the dual carriageway in 
Pedmore Road, near the 
Merry Hill Centre, as part of 
bus service improvements. 

The family of 53-year-old 
taxman Chris Clarke, who 
died in April as he walked to 
work at the HM Revenue & 
Customs at The Waterfront, 
called for a crossing to be 
installed on the busy road 
after the tragedy. People 
living off Pedmore Road 
have also been campaigning. 

The crossing scheme - 
near the site of the former 
Robin Hood pub - was origi¬ 
nally due to link with a 
£3 million new bus station at 
Merry Hill, which has been 
shelved by transport bosses 
as being too expensive. 

But the council has 
revealed that the crossing 
will still be installed while a 
£450,000 scheme to intro¬ 
duce bus priority measures 
at the junction of The Boule¬ 
vard and Mill Street, Brier- 
ley Hill, will also happen. 

Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed, cabinet member for 
transportation, said: 

“Dudley Council will still be 
introducing a traffic light- 
controlled crossing on 
Pedmore Road.” 

Man suffers 
head injury 

A MAN was left with a 
serious head injury after 
being hit by a Smart car. 

The 25-year-old was 
involved in a collision with 
the white car along the A458 
Park Road at its junction 
with Park Lane, in Cradley. 

The Midlands Air Ambu¬ 
lance was called to the inci¬ 
dent, which happened just 
after noon on Tuesday. 

The man was taken to 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
Birmingham for treatment, 
for what was described as a 
‘serious head injury’. He 
remained in a critical but 
stable condition yesterday. 


British Curry Awards 2007/2008 - Winner of the top restaurant ’UK 1 British Fusion - Chef of the year 2007/2008 

THE * Restaurant of Distinction »Fully Refurbished * Fully Licensed * Bring Your Own Wine * Fully Air Conditioned 


CONTEMPORARY CUISINE 

^Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis, awar J w j nn j n g restaurant" 

[www.therqjspice.co.uK^^^^^^^^^ 
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Shahidur Rahman 


faction 'Day AuacA 

XU't'meal 


(?/tni4tma& 'Day Auach 
1 pm First sitting & 3 pm Second sitting 

Starter: 

Soup or Prawn Cocktail 

Main Course: 

Roast Turkey with Vegetables & Stuffing 

Dessert: 

Coffee & Ice Cream 

£19.99 pp (adults) £9.95 (children under 10) 


1 pm First sitting & 3 pm Second sitting < 
The Chef will make his own selection of starter, ■ 
main course, side dish and choice of rice or naan 
and coffee included. This food may not be on our 
menu, he will create his selection including King 
Prawn, Sea Bass or Salmon 
£19.99 pp (adults) £9.95 (children under 10) 
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Popular Black Country journalist dies, aged 61 



Dave Lawley with wife Hilary 


A RESPECTED journalist who spent 
more than three decades covering the 
area where he grew up has died sud¬ 
denly. Dave Lawley, 61, was renowned 
for his brilliant sense of humour. 

A grandfather-of-one, he began his 
career on the Warley News Telephone, 
followed by a brief spell on The 
Evening Mail before joining the 
Express & Star’s Cradley Heath office 
in 1977. 

He worked for 30 years at the E&S 


where he became deputy chief reporter 
of the Sandwell office. 

He went on to be a press officer for 
Sandwell Council, and was a former 
chairman of governors at Tividale 
Junior and Infants School. 

Friends and family have paid tribute 
to the ‘larger-than-life character’, 
remembering him fondly for his gift of 
telling a story and making people 
laugh. 

His wife Hilary, to whom he had been 


married for 39 years, said: “Almost all 
of the time, he was joking around. He 
was a really good family man and 
adored his daughter Rebecca. His 
granddaughter Isabelle was the light of 
his life and, talking to everybody else, 
he loved me to bits.” 

Former Express & Star chief 
reporter Ken Tudor, who worked with 
Mr Lawley, said: “He was such a funny 
man with an amazing brain. He would 
have made a great detective.” 


Mother of victim urges 
judge not to jail driver 


“I STILL wait for Samantha to come to the 
door - but it doesn’t happen,” says heartbro¬ 
ken mother Deborah Jennings. 

“I look at her picture every night, I can’t believe she is not 
there. I feel like a part of me has died with her.” 


These are the heartbreak¬ 
ing words of a devastated 
mother consumed by grief 
since her beautiful daughter 
Samantha was tragically 
taken away in a car crash 
aged just 26. 

But, despite still mourn¬ 
ing for her precious girl, Mrs 
Jennings has bravely shown 
mercy to Samantha’s 
boyfriend, the man who 
caused her death. 

At Worcester Crown 
Court last week she asked 
judge Patrick Thomas QC 
not to give Thomas White- 
house an immediate jail 
term. 

Cannabis 

Whitehouse, aged 23, of 
Burns Close in Stourbridge, 
lost control of his Vauxhall 
car and crashed into a wall 
and then a tree on the A449 
in Cookley in December last 
year. 

Samantha, who was sat in 
the front passenger seat, 
was pronounced dead less 
than an hour after the crash 
at 1.15am. 

Whitehouse had smoked 
cannabis but it was unclear 
when or how much he had 
consumed and he has no rec¬ 
ollection of the crash. 

He fractured his pelvis 
and both legs, one of which 
had to be amputated as a 
result of the crash. 

While recovering in hospi¬ 
tal in January he was visited 
by footballer David 
Beckham and actor Ray 
Winstone. 

After pleading guilty to 
causing death by careless 
driving and possession of 
cannabis, Whitehouse was 
handed a four-month prison 
sentence, suspended for 12 
months, by Judge Patrick 
Thomas QC. 


J Report by Alex Ross 

During the hearing, Mr 
Paul Whitfield, prosecuting, 
said Mrs Jennings did not 
want Whitehouse to receive 
an immediate prison sen¬ 
tence. 

Judge Thomas said: “She 
(Mrs Jennings) has 
expressed a view as to sen¬ 
tence and is entitled to 
express that view. 

“But she can’t take that 
burden from the judge 
whose task it is to make it.” 

Mr Gurdeep Garcha, 
defending, said Mrs Jen¬ 
nings had remained in 
contact with Whitehouse’s 
family since her daughter’s 
death. At the hearing, she 
sat next to the defendant’s 
mother. 

Mr Garcha said: “They 
have comforted each other - 
it speaks volumes about her 
as a human being. 

“She has found it within 
herself to forgive White- 
house for what happened.” 

The court heard how 
Samantha, a care worker for 
adults with severe disabili¬ 
ties, had been in a relation¬ 
ship with Whitehouse. 

She was the mother of two 
sons, now aged 10 and nine, 
from a previous relation¬ 
ship. 

Mr Whitfield said: “They 
had a loving relationship 
and Samantha Jennings told 
her mother she was in love 
with Tom Whitehouse and 
he treated her better than 
any other man she had 
known.” 

But tragedy was to strike 
after Whitehouse had taken 
Samantha to the German 
market in Birmingham on 
December 8. On return, they 
socialised with friends in 



Samantha Jennings was thrown from car Whitehouse leaves Worcester court 


Stourbridge before going for 
a drive with Whitehouse’s 
best friend Leander Mock. 

While driving back to 
Stourbridge on the A449, 
Whitehouse lost control on a 
right-hand bend, mounted a 
curb and rotated, hitting a 
sandstone wall and then a 
tree. 

Police estimate he was 
travelling at 76mph. Saman¬ 
tha was found 42ft from the 
car. 


Mr Mock was found wan¬ 
dering near the scene of the 
crash. He suffered minor 
injuries. None of the people 
in the car were wearing seat 
belts. 

Mr Whitfield described the 
effect of Samantha’s death 
on the family. He said: “At 
4am Deborah Jennings got 
the news of the tragedy, her 
expression was her life then 
fell apart. When the boys 
were woken up they knew 


something was wrong. They 
were sat down and told their 
mother had gone to heaven 
to be with grandad.” 

Mr Whitfield read parts of 
a victim impact statement 
made by Mrs Jennings. 

In it, she said: “I dream of 
what happened to Saman¬ 
tha, she is in my head every 
day, everything reminds me 
of her. 

“A mother should never 
have to bury her child.” 


Drug deal 
brothers 
in 70mph 
car chase 

A PAIR of drug-dealing 
brothers from Dudley who 
were caught after a police 
car chase ended in a crash 
have been jailed. 

Shairaz and Shahbaz 
Hussain were on the police 
wanted list, not for drugs 
offences but for the sus¬ 
pected kidnap of a 17-year- 
old girl, Stafford Crown 
Court heard. 

Officers on patrol in 
Dudley on April 5 spotted 
them in an Audi and 
pursued them at speeds of 
up to 70mph along roads 
with a 30mph speed limit. 

Deals 

The chase ended in 
Himley Road when the Audi 
clipped a Mercedes car 
driven by a woman in her 
70s. Shairaz, who was 
driving, lost control and the 
car left the road. 

Police searched the 
vehicle and found a cache of 
drugs on the passenger side 
- crack cocaine and heroin 
with a street value of 
between £300 and £400. 
Judge Amjad Nawaz said the 
drugs were packaged in 
‘street-sized deals, ready for 
sale’. 

Shairaz Hussain, 25, of 
Himley Road, Dudley was 
jailed for 63 months after 
admitting two charges of 
possessing drugs with intent 
to supply, aggravated vehicle 
taking and dangerous 
driving. He was banned 
from driving for two years. 

His brother, Shahbaz, 28, 
of the same address, who 
also admitted two drugs 
offences and was jailed for 
53 months. 

Both brothers admitted a 
charge of common assault on 
the teenager. 

The court heard they had 
bundled her into a car when 
she came to their home on 
January 17. The defendants 
initially faced a charge of 
kidnap but the judge 
recorded a verdict of not 
guilty on that count. 

Festive brass 
concert time 

MEMBERS of Halesowen 
Brass Band will be inspiring 
Cradley people to get into 
the Christmas spirit with 
music this Sunday evening. 

They are presenting a pro¬ 
gramme of seasonal music at 
Overend Methodist Mission 
from 6pm, followed by mince 
pies and coffee. 

Children from Overend’s 
Messy Church have made 
festive sheep displayed in 
Windmill Hill shop 
windows. 


^BROMLEY CARPETS/BEDS 

FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 

| WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


Family run Est since 1978 



DISABLED? OAP? CAN’T GET OUT? OR ANYONE WHO JUST NEEDS EXTRA HELP! 


Can’t come to us, we’ll come to you. With great help and advice if needed 
We will bring 100’s of carpet samples and bed brochures to your door. 
FREE - Quotes and measuring FREE - Uplift plus disposal of your old carpet 
FREE - Delivery FREE Our fitters move your heavy furniture and put it back 
FREE - Bed assembly PLUS - We also shave doors and dispose of your old be 


(SMUG 


lanteetii 


3 IJi TTIT ^ QJRBEG [ 


80/20 Wool Twists 


sq yd 


Wiltons 

From Only 

£ 8.99 sq yd 


Divan Beds 

Single from £96 
Double from £160 


"istmas 

Quality Doublet 
Memory 
Foam bed 
RRP Was £899 L 

^£517 


Warehouse Unit D Dormston Trading Est. Burton Road, Gornal DY1 2UF 
Open: Mon-Sat 9.30-5.00 Call anytime between 

Freephone Dudley, Halesowen, Stourbridge, Kingswinford, 

---- __ Pedmore, Kinver, Wordsley, Pensnett, Gornal, Hagley 

0800 0853747 o-. »o£" siosai 


UPTO 75% OFF 


We will beat your 
BIG Superstores 




■fi-Zee Fix* 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 


7 H 


► 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

► 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 

► Document L Compliant 

► Shoot Bolt Locking 

► Sight Line Glazing 

► Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 



White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 
Woodgrain on White 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pot 1 QQ 1 • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


P Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 
i Nail Cutting and Trimming 
i Diabetic Footcare 
> Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 
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Hospital 
scheme 
is back 
on track 

A LONG-AWAITED £370 
million ‘super hospital’ has 
moved a step closer after 
health bosses gave the plans 
their approval - for the 
second time. 

The board at Sandwell 
and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals Trust had to recon¬ 
sider the business case for 
the Midland Metropolitan 
Hospital scheme, after a 
series of delays. 

Planning permission for 
the scheme, on land off 
Grove Lane in Smethwick, 
had to be reapplied for. This 
followed delays arising from 
a government review of 
private finance initiative 
contracts and was further 
complicated by the hospital 
trust’s application for foun¬ 
dation trust status. 

The board initially 
approved the business case 
for the scheme on Septem¬ 
ber 30, 2010, but time taken 
to deal with a restructure in 
the NHS meant they had to 
look again at the proposals. 

Trust chief executive 
Toby Lewis said: “It was 
important to make sure that 
our plans for Rowley Regis, 
Sandwell, Birmingham 
Treatment Centre and the 
Midland Metropolitan Hos¬ 
pital still remain, in the 
judgment of the board, the 
right solution for local resi¬ 
dents. 

“We have concluded that 
they do remain a safe and 
economic balance, of trans¬ 
ferring significant amounts 
of care into people’s homes, 
with securing concentrated 
expertise for the most 
acutely unwell patients 
within a new super hospital 
in Smethwick.” 

The business case for the 
scheme will be considered by 
the NHS Trust Development 
Authority early in 2014. 

Man, 24, in court 
after gun found 

A MAN has appeared in 
court charged with firearm 
and drugs offences following 
a raid on a house in Dudley. 

Officers searched an 
address on Corser Street on 
November 28 finding drugs 
and a loaded 9mm pistol, a 
silencer, ammunition, 
mobile phones and cash, 
Wolverhampton Magis¬ 
trates’ Court heard on Sat¬ 
urday. 

Stefan Rattray, 24, of 
Attington Drive, Eve Hill, 
faces nine charges. 

He was remanded in 
custody to appear at the 
court again on March 3. 



Family tributes to GP who died after crash m 


Dr Liz Pope - ‘terrible loss’ 


THE family of a GP who died hours after declin- and others. Her family said her death had‘left the mary before moving to Somerset where she 


ing hospital treatment when her car overturned world a much darker place’. 


in a crash has paid tribute to a ‘much loved’ wife, 
daughter, sister, aunt and friend. 

Dr Elizabeth Pope, 38, died just hours after the 
accident near Halfpenny Green on November 27. 
Her car, an Alfa Romeo Giulietta, overturned but 
she chose to go home rather than hospital after 
being assessed at the scene by emergency serv¬ 
ices. She had appeared ‘relatively uninjured’ but 
died at her home in Claverley within two hours. 

Despite being diagnosed with a hole in the 
heart six years ago and later with thyroid cancer, 
which saw the removal of her thyroid gland, she 
played hockey, went horse riding and was a keen 
gardener with her husband Trevor. 

She volunteered for the London 2012 
Olympics, where she was appointed to the 
Olympic Village GP group, helping many athletes 


They said: “We are so very grateful we have 
been able to share in the life of this lovely, happy 
and energetic person who lit up our world, who 
loved us and whom we love. 

Enthusiastic 

“As we acknowledge with her death a light has 
gone out in our world, we also know for Liz the 
true light is still shining and the darkness has not 
extinguished it. May Liz rest in peace and rise in 
glory.” 

Stoke-born Dr Pope was described as an enthu¬ 
siastic sportswoman and a devoted Christian. She 
studied medicine at Leicester University and 
after graduating married Trevor Pope, from 
Bridgnorth, and lived in Tasley. 

Her career took her to Shrewsbury Royal Infir- 


worked as a GP 

She moved back to Shropshire seven years ago 
and became a GP partner in the Three Villages 
Medical Practice for Amblecote and Wollaston. 

A statement for Three Villages practice said: 
“Her commitment and enthusiasm for the prac¬ 
tice, patients and her wider professional interests 
was infectious. She will be very sadly missed by her 
colleagues, patients and her many friends. Our 
thoughts are with her family at this painful time as 
we all try to come to terms with her untimely loss. ” 
Dr David Hegarty, chairman of Dudley Clinical 
Commissioning Group, added: “Our CCG and the 
GP community has suffered a terrible loss. Liz 
not only showed tremendous commitment to her 
own patients and practice, she gave the same 
commitment to improving the quality of care for 
everyone in Dudley.” 


'Smug' thug is jailed 
for beating up friend 


A MAN who attacked his former friend with a 
tea cup over a row about tobacco has been 
jailed for 12 months. Sean McKnight repeat¬ 
edly smashed the cup over the head of 
Stephen Bates at a property in Halesowen 
after delivering 20 punches to his victim’s 
head. 


Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard last week that 
McKnight stood with a 
‘smug’ smile over his face 
after the attack that took 
place in Vicarage Road on 
October 6. 

And 41-year-old McK¬ 
night was to show no 
remorse in police interviews 
and when shown pictures of 
the injuries he had caused to 
the victim, in fact he admit¬ 
ted he wished he had done 
more. 

Grabbed 

Ms Rhiannon Jones, pros¬ 
ecuting, said: “The defen¬ 
dant and the victim Stephen 
Bates had been friends prior 
to this incident. It seems 
there was a dispute over the 
defendant’s tobacco. 

“Mr McKnight has 
grabbed the victim and 
pulled him to the ground. 

“He then kicked him and 
started punching him. A 
witness said there was about 
20 punches thrown. 

“The defendant then 
picked up a tea cup and hit it 
over the head of Mr Bates 
until it smashed.” 

She continued: “He was 
described as looking smug as 
he stood over the victim.” 

McKnight was arrested 
and told police he picked up 
the tea cup because his hand 
was hurting so much from 
punching him. 


J by Adam Thompson 

“He said in the interview 
he would have kicked him to 
the head more had he not 
covered his face,” Ms Jones 
added. 

“The defendant was 
shown the picture but was 
said to be disappointed at 
the injuries he caused Mr 
Bates said that he wished he 
had ‘done more’.” 

Miss Geraldine Toal, 
defending, said: “My client 
accepts that he faces custody 
for this offence. 

“He had lived at the hostel 
for about 18 months without 
any incidents. 

“This is a gentleman who 
has had many difficulties in 
his life and he has shown 
remorse.” 

McKnight, of no fixed 
address, pleaded guilty to a 
charge of actual bodily 
harm. 

He was jailed for 12 
months by Judge Michael 
Challinor but was told that 
he would serve half that 
period in prison. 

As he passed sentence 
Judge Challinor told McK¬ 
night: “This was a sustained 
attacked where you 
punched and kicked the 
victim and you used a 
weapon. 

“It was your intent to 
cause injury to him.” 


The scene after scaffolding poles were brought crashing down into the road and pavement in Dudley High Street 

Street at its junction with Stafford 


AN INVESTIGATION has been 
launched after scaffolding crashed on 
to a pavement and busy main road 
when it was struck by a bus. 

A section of Dudley High Street was 
closed off for more than three hours on 
Friday after metal poles and wood were 
sent plummeting. 

A man in his 40s suffered minor 
facial and knee injuries and was taken 
to Russells Hall Hospital after the 
double decker bus hit the scaffolding. 

Metal scaffolding poles smashed 
through windows on the number 257 


National Express double decker bus, 
shattering glass on the upper tier fol¬ 
lowing the collision. West Midlands 
Fire service believe the bus, which 
takes passengers between Dudley and 
Stourbridge, struck he scaffolding, 
bringing it crashing down. 

Paramedics 

The scaffolding was in place near 
The Venue banqueting suite opposite 
the Church of Saint Thomas, known as 
Top Church. 

Police, paramedics and fire crews 
were called to the top of Dudley High 


Street at 9.50am. 

National Express West Midlands 
spokesman Jack Kelly said: “We will 
work with the authorities during any 
investigation into its cause.” 

Trudie Price, who runs Trudie’s 
New Style in High Street, described the 
scene. “I just heard this loud bang and 
I went outside and the bus was there 
and the scaffolding was in the road,” 
she said. Passer-by Tracey Wollam, 31, 
who lives off High Street, said: “It was 
lucky no-one was seriously hurt.” 


Exercise class 
for older people 

RESIDENTS are being 
put through their paces 
with a new exercise class 
specifically for older 
people. 

Black Country Housing 
Group and Sandwell 
Leisure Trust have teamed 
up to provide the classes. 

The classes are taking 
place at St Paul’s Court, a 
BCHG sheltered scheme 
for the over 55s in Warley 
in Oldbury. The specially 
designed exercise class 
allows residents to take 
part in a wide range of 
activities. 

A separate, weekly 
women only exercise class 
is also being piloted for 
BCHG and Blackheath 
library staff before being 
opened up to the wider 
community. The class will 
encourage social interac¬ 
tion and includes stretch¬ 
ing exercises which are 
followed by a gentle 
workout. 

Baggies players 
back HIV testing 

ALBION stars Chris 
Brunt, Ben Foster and 
Youssouf Mulumbu have 
joined forces with a 
nationwide campaign to 
raise HIV awareness and 
encourage people to get 
tested. 

To coincide with Nat¬ 
ional HIV Testing Week, 
the trio featured in post¬ 
ers, videos and a new edu¬ 
cational booklet for the 
national HIV awareness 
charity, Saving Lives. 
Around 5,115 people are 
living with HIV in the 
West Midlands. 

Baggies skipper Brunt 
said: “The HIV test is just 
a simple blood test. You 
can ask for it at your local 
GR hospital or any sexual 
health clinic. It doesn’t 
hurt and whatever the 
result you’ll be advised 
what to do next.” 

Over The Edge 
wins best brew 

A VILLAGE brewery is 
celebrating having one of 
its beers voted the best in 
the West Midlands for the 
second year in a row. 

Judges at Dudley 
Winter Ales Fair at Dudley 
Town Hall gave the Cam¬ 
paign for Real Ale’s West 
Midlands champion beer 
of the year title to Kinver 
Brewery for its 7.5 per cent 
strength Over The Edge. 

Getting together 
for singing carols 

CHRISTMAS Together in 
Netherton will be cele¬ 
brated at Netherton Arts 
Centre on Saturday, 
December 14, from 7pm. 
Admission is free.Refresh¬ 
ments will be available. 




Adrian, the manager ot Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 

Covering all 
Stourbridge, Dudley & 
Halesowen areas 






OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY 8k SUNDAY 




Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 




SMOKING is the stupidest thing you can do. It makes 
you ill, shortens your life and steals your money. So why 
do so many Brits still smoke? Because the habit is as pow¬ 
erful as heroin. It is a compulsive chemical addiction which 
non-smokers simply do not understand. And while the 
NHS should try to help people quit, the very worst time to 
take away someone’s fags is when they are in hospital. At 
a time of fear and stress people need their comforts, even 
if the comfort in question is slowly killing them. The NHS 
is trying to root out inconsiderate and unkind nursing, but 
the new proposal for a smoking ban inside and outside 
English hospitals would be plain cruel. 

□□□□□□□□ 

THE truth is out. Immigration Minister Mark Harper 
says it would actually be illegal for the UK to limit the 
number of Romanians and Bulgarians allowed into the 
country. This is why David Cameron has been flailing 
around trying to slap a sticking plaster over the regu¬ 
lations by restricting benefits to migrants. The reality 
is that we no longer enjoy the most basic legal right of 
any nation, to control its own borders. So in what 
sense are we still a nation? 

□□□□□□□□ 

INCIDENTALLY, does anyone remember Ted Heath 
mentioning a borderless continent when he lured us into 
the Common Market all those years ago? Was it ever 
explained to the voters by Wilson, Callaghan, Thatcher, 
Major, Blair, Brown or Cameron? The Libs, Labs and Cons 
are heading for a right old kicking from Ukip in next year’s 
EU elections. And, for 50 years of lies, damned lies and 
betrayals, it will serve them all right. 

□□□□□□□□ 

OVER the past dozen years, in the quest to rid 
Afghanistan of the Taliban and create a decent society, 
more than 3,300 Nato troops, including 446 Brits, have 
been killed and thousands more maimed for life. This 
week it is announced that Afghanistan’s justice min¬ 
istry wants to introduce public stoning to death as the 
penalty for adultery. Makes it all worthwhile, doesn't 
it? 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


o closure but hours 
may be cut at centres 


CHILDREN’S centres in Dudley will not now be 
closed after council chiefs made a dramatic U-turn 
in the wake of fierce opposition. 

Council leader David Sparks said that no centres in the borough 
would shut in the ‘foreseeable future’. But he warned opening hours 
and staffing levels could still be reduced as part of the on-going con¬ 


sultation. 

The council was considering 
closing seven of the borough’s 
20 children’s centres to save 
£2.3 million. But the move 
sparked a wave of protests from 
parents of youngsters who use 
the centres, saying they are a 
vital service. Councillor Sparks 
said it had been clear from the 
consultation that there was 
strong opposition to closure. 

Funding 

“It’s quite clear that there is 
no support for the closure of 
children’s centres, in fact there 
is quite the opposite. 

“Christmas is coming up and I 
don’t want young mothers wor¬ 
rying about what they are going 
to do with their children next 
year. We are not going to close 
children’s centres and we are 
going to have a look at how we 
might be able to build on their 
role in the community.” 

Councillor Sparks said the 
funding gap would be covered by 
‘organisational savings’ across 
the council such as staff restruc¬ 
turing and he could not rule out 
job losses. The council needs to 
make almost £60m of cuts over 
the next three years. He said 
that due to the council’s worsen¬ 
ing financial position, the way 
children’s centres are run would 
need to be reviewed. 

Conservative leader Council¬ 
lor Patrick Harley said: “We 


| by Heather Large 

have said all along that if they 
got the children’s services 
budget under control they 
wouldn’t need to shut the 
centres.” 

MPs have also welcomed the 
U-turn. Halesowen and Rowley 
Regis MP James Morris, who 
joined a campaign to save the 
Tenterfields centre in Hale¬ 
sowen, said: “I am delighted 
that David Sparks has done the 
right thing, listened to the over¬ 
whelming opposition to the clo¬ 
sures and accepted that the 
council’s proposals were a terri¬ 
ble idea. Nobody should pretend 
that there are any easy answers, 
because budgets are tight, but 
scrapping the vital services pro¬ 
vided by children’s centres was 
not the right way forward.” 

Stourbridge MP Margot 
James tweeted: “Good to hear 
Dudley Council have withdrawn 
disastrous proposals to close 
seven out of 20 children’s 
centres, including three in 
Stourbridge.” Dudley North MP 
Ian Austin said: “I want to make 
sure that the ones that were 
deemed to be satellites like 
Sedgley and Priory will not only 
have their services maintained 
but will be strengthened.” 

Chris Kelly, MP for Dudley 
South, said the closures ‘should 
never have been proposed in the 
first place.’ 


Centre saved - Parents Julie Pearson and Kerry Wicketts, front, are among 
those who campaigned to save Kingswinford and Wall Heath Children’s Centre 


library is 
open after 
a revamp 

A LIBRARY has reopened - 
more than a week ahead of 
schedule - after a £17,000 
facelift. 

Cradley Library reopened 
after maintenance, includ¬ 
ing repairs to the roof and 
redecoration inside and out. 

The library closed on 
November 4 and was due to 
be back in business on 
December 9. During the 
work, Cradley Community 
Centre hosted a temporary 
library service. 

Normal 

The library is back to its 
normal opening hours: 
Mondays 9am to 1pm and 
2pm to 7pm; Tuesdays 
9.30am to 1pm and 2pm to 
7pm; Wednesdays 9am to 
lpm and 2pm to 6pm; 
Thursdays 9am to lpm and 
2pm to 7pm; Fridays 9am to 
lpm and 2p to 6pm; Satur¬ 
days 9am to lpm and 2-5pm. 

Dudley Councillor Stuart 
Turner, cabinet member for 
libraries, said: “It’s great 
that the library has been 
able to reopen ahead of 
schedule and normal service 
can resume. Thanks to 
everyone for their patience 
while this essential work 
was carried out, and thanks 
to the community centre for 
hosting a temporary library 
service for us.” 


Festive market 

A CHRISTMAS market will 
be held at the Railway Cafe, 
near Wombourne, this 
weekend. 

The cafe on the old railway 
line at Bratch Lane will host 
the festive market on Satur¬ 
day and Sunday, from 10am 
to 4pm, and will feature up to 
30 stalls, all under cover. 



Worcester tVallier! • Verolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Idea 


v.plumbingpoint.co.u 


DA 


^alMejft^^ 


N 


, Alma Estate, Stafford Road, 
Darlaston, WS10 8SX t: 0121568 8268 

Compare our Prices with your local stores 

We will not be beaten!! 




1200 slider 
8 m Glassl I 
1200x800 Tray l | 

£300 

Complete I 


1 800 Quad inc. Tray 
Curved glass 6mm 
toughened glass - 
Lifetime guarantee 

£240 

All come with a polished chrome finish 
6mm safety glass, chrome capped 
double runner wheels top and bottom, 
quick release doors, magnetic door 
seals and fixing are conceded 


Bathroom Fitting 
Service NOW AVAILABLE 


| LUXURY 
BATH PACK 
Including: 
Cosmopolitan 
4 Piece 1 Tap 
Hole Set with 
Soft Close 

Seat, Cosmos 1700x700mm Heavy 
Duty Bath, Cosmos Luxury Front 
Bath Panel, Regal Monobloc with 
Pop Up Waste, Regal Bath/Shower 
Mixer, Bath Combination Waste & 
Chrome Plated Plug £240 

L Shaped Bath 

with Panel inc. wooden panel, 
screen and bath 

PRICE CAN’T 
BE BEATEN 
£385 


Bathroom Suites 
from £170 


Amazing Offer 

Yubo1000 
Vanity Unit inc 
BTW Unit & 
Basin, Tap, 
Cistern and Pan 
£200 


Children living in cold homes are more 
likely to suffer from asthma, bronchitis 
and other respiratory illnesses. 

Don't put your own or your family's 
health at risk this winter 

Call Dudley's winter warmth scheme on 

01384 817086 


Sq or round, black, white or brown 

SHOWROOM NOW OPEN • MOST ITEMS IN STOCK 


BOILERS 

Complete central heating system 
supplied and fitted from £1900 
Worcester 28 Junior I including 

flue and clock . £920 

Ferroli 31 HE Plus Optimax, 

5 years parts and labour.. £620 
Sime 25 HE Grade A Boiler, 

Econ Port Plus. £499 


4 mtr Gutter .... 
Gutter Bracket. 

Soffit. 

5.5 Downpipe . 


...£6.50 

...£0.50 

...£5.50 

...£ 8.00 


BATHROOMl 

[ 

Choice of Colours 
£8 per length 

BATH 

duncciidH 

From £65 

Lifetime Guarantee 

Wide Choice available,!: 
start from £65 
up to £180 

YmVE L 

Good selection on show, T 
comprehensive prices startM 
from £65 


Worcester • Vallient • Verolli • Glow Worm • Baxi Main • Ideal 




ESS Dudley 


Winter, 

warmth 

support 

keep warm, keep well 

Call 01384 817086 



There is one small job that you 
have been meaning to do for years 

Make Your Will 

Only £70.00 plus VATj 

Per person for couples, Mirror Wills. 

Single Wills £75.00 plus Vl 

A home visit at a convenient time 

For information and appointment mil 

0845 678 7010 

Wills, Trusts, Lasting Powers of Attornay, Will 
Storage, Estate Planning and GuardiansHip Trusts 

Members of the Soc^j| of Will Writers 

Goo^^illsfltd 

L<e©odk 



MICRO RING 

HAIR EXTE N S I O N S 


PL 

■r a i 



• Cheap, professional hair extensions 
> Complete service from consultation to styling 

• Specialist micro bead individuals 

• No heat or damage to own hair 

• AAA grade human hair 

Free consultation 

Call Jayne 07853 301092 



















































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 05 2013 Page 5 

NEWS 


£4.5m to 
be spent 
on a new 
care home 

A NEW multi-million 
pound care home has been 
given the go-ahead to be 
built in Rowley Regis, cre¬ 
ating 40 jobs. 

The new £4.5 million care 
home in Harvest Road will 
be run by Sandwell Commu¬ 
nity Caring Trust and 
provide 62 beds and respite 
care for people with demen¬ 
tia. 

Plans for the project have 
been approved by Sandwell 
Council allowing the trust to 
begin tendering the con¬ 
struction work. 

Geoff Walker, chief execu¬ 
tive of Sandwell Community 
Caring Trust which cares for 
around 700 people in the 
area, said: “We plan to work 
with local tradesman and 
get building materials from 
local traders to support the 
region’s economy. 

“This will be the final 
phase of replacing the three 
run-down care homes we 
inherited from the council 
back in April 2012.” 

Work on the site is 
expected to be completed 
within 18 months and 36 
residents currently living at 
older accommodation at 
Grafton Lodge in Grafton 
Road, Oldbury, will be 
moved in soon afterwards. 

The site will be monit¬ 
ored 24-hours a day by 
CCTV and will be equipped 
with the latest care equip¬ 
ment. Each of the rooms will 
come with its own en-suite 
facilities. 


Hospitals will be recruiting 
more nurses from overseas 


BLACK Country hospitals - including 
Dudley’s Russells Hall - have resorted to 
recruiting nurses from overseas because of a 
shortage in the UK. 

The Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust is turning to 


Europe in its latest search fo 

Meanwhile, New Cross 
Hospital in Wolverhampton, 
is recruiting from India, the 
Philippines and China. 

A recent recruitment 
drive to take on 18 new 
nurses at Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital led to just one appoint¬ 
ment. 

Europe 

Paula Clark, chief execu¬ 
tive of the trust, said: “Due 
to a national nursing short¬ 
age, the Dudley Group, like 
many other trusts, has been 
forced to look overseas to 
recruit qualified band 5 
nurses with acute hospital 
experience. 

“We plan to actively 
recruit from Europe in the 
New Year. 

“We recently advertised 
18 additional nursing posts 
but were only able to appoint 
one nurse who had the nec¬ 
essary qualifications and 
experience.” 


r qualified nurses. 

[ by Peter Madeley 

The recent recruitment 
push attracted 79 applicants 
but only 17 were shortlisted 
as suitable for an interview. 

Many were then found not 
to have the experience 
needed of working in acute 
healthcare. 

Although only one was 
taken on towards the 18 new 
staff needed, another five 
were appointed into existing 
vacant surgical posts. 

New Cross Hospital aims 
to take on 170 staff over the 
next year as part of a £3.6 
million recruitment drive. 

But bosses say they will 
have to recruit foreign staff 
because of a shortage of 
qualified nurses in the UK. 

Denise Harnin, director of 
human resources at New 
Cross, admitted taking on 
nurses from overseas could 
bring added complications. 


Crier's good works recognised 

SANDWELL town crier Adrian Holmes has picked up an 
award for helping others. Mr Holmes started the role in 
2011. Now, the Loyal Company of Town Criers has pre¬ 
sented him with the Brenda Phillips Heart of Gold Award. 



Guitar heroes - in a Georgian style 


Danielle Saxon Reeves and Mark Will* 

IN THE days of Pride and Prejudice, 
these little guitars may well have 
caused a flutter in the hearts of Eliza¬ 
beth Bennett and her sisters - 
strummed by the ‘rock stars’ of their 
day. 

Now the antique instruments are in 
the hands of professional musicians 
Danielle Saxon Reeves and Mark Wil¬ 
letts, who perform in Georgian 
costume as the duo Dodici Corde, 


tts, who perform in Georgian costume 

Italian for ‘12 strings’. Danielle, aged 
35, from Lye, and Mark, 39, of Black- 
heath, will be donning their period 
gear again for a Regency Christmas 
Drawing Room show at Oak House, 
West Bromwich, on December 13. 

They will play pieces by Italian 
guitar composer Sor - described by 
Danielle as ‘the rock god of the time’ - 
and fellow countrymen Giuliani and 
Diabelli. 


is the duo Dodici Corde at Oak House 
Photograph by Paul Tombs 

“Our guitars are early romantic 
antiques from the 19th century and are 
tiny - the size of a child’s guitar today 
but the granddaddy of the modern 
instrument,” said Danielle. 

Tickets for their show, costing £12 or 
£8 concessions, to include coffee and 
mince pies, are available by emailing 
dodici.corde@yahoo.co.uk or by calling 
on 07807 199870. 


NEWS 

in brief 


Advice meetings 
next in new year 

THREE councillors have 
cancelled advice surgeries 
in their ward during 
December because of 
Christmas engagements. 

The Quarry Bank and 
Dudley Wood representa¬ 
tives on Dudley Council 
would normally have held 
the events on the second 
and fourth Friday of the 
month. 

Instead, the next sur¬ 
geries for Councillors 
David Sparks, Bryan Cot- 
terill and Jackie Cowell, 
will be held on January 10. 

They will be at Dudley 
Wood Adult and Commu¬ 
nity Centre from 6 to 
6.45pm on that date, fol¬ 
lowed by the Sheltered 
Housing office in Sheffield 
Street, Quarry Bank, from 
7 to 7.45pm. 

Santa hunt at 
Haden Hill Park 

FAMILIES are invited to a 
festive fun day at a leisure 
centre on Saturday. 

Haden Hill Leisure 
Centre in Barrs Road, 
Cradley Heath centre is 
offering free activities and 
fitness sessions at their 
Christmas open day. start¬ 
ing with a timetable of free 
fitness classes from 
8.30am. 

Children will be able to 
track down Santa in 
Haden Hill Park from 
11.30am to 2pm at the free 
Santa hunt. Everyone 
that finds him will receive 
a gift. 

For details call 0300 012 
0121 or visit the website 
www. slt-leisure. co.uk 



It’s simple customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale 
personnel and the unbeatable service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so 
many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window and conservatory is custom made to 
the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry.No other company in the area has more 
experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 28 years. 
Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on 
display at our purpose built showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm. At Rydale we feel that it is very important to see products on display 
before you make your final decision to purchase. 

We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here 
for you the customer. At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, you only pay when the 
installation has been completed. Rydale has been a trusted brand in our area for over 28 years. If we give 
you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. 

Can that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products 
including free delivery. 


WINDOW, CONSERVATORY, PORCH, 


FASCIA & SOFFIT NEWS 


How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


Winter Sale 

NOW ON 


Finance 

Available 


At Rydale we care about the 
customer, spend your money wisely 


m 


Massive 

Discounts 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
showrooms in the UK 


Repair Service available 


on all orders placed now for 
January installation 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 


Open Weekdays 9 am to 5.30 pm, Saturday 9 am to 4 pm, Sunday Closed 
Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk ' ' 
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BORIS Johnson says tackling 
inequality is futile because 16 
per cent of the population have 
an IQ of below 85, meaning they 
will never be able to compete on 
equal terms in the labour market 
with the two per cent who 
possess an IQ of 130 or more. 

Which is fair enough in theory, 
but I wonder if it always works 
that way in reality. 

Suppose, for argument's 
sake that one of the 16 per cent 
with an IQ of less than 85 is born 
into the sort of background 
Boris comes from. Finest prep 
school money can buy, top 
public school from the age of 
13, and then there’s always the 
option of a bit of private tuition 
should those pesky O-levels 
and A-levels get a bit tickly. 

Then, at the other end of the 
scale, there is one of the two per 
cent possessing an IQ of 130 or 
more, who goes to a ‘bog- 
stan’ard comprehensive' on a 
sink estate. ‘Sadly, he doesn't 
pick up much from his mixed- 
ability classes because Mr 
Chips is rather preoccupied 
with stopping little Keanu from 
setting fire to little Johnnie’s 
hair. 

Which of those two young¬ 
sters would you say has the best 
life chance? Quite. 

But he is right that the best 
way to address this unfairness 
is to invest in schools which give 
bright kids from deprived back¬ 
grounds a chance to compete 
on a level playing field with 
those who are privately edu¬ 
cated. 

Perhaps we could call them, I 
dunno, grammar schools or 
something? 

□□□□□□ 

HOW sad to hear about the 
death of Lewis Collins, better 
known as Bodie in The Profes¬ 
sionals, at the age of just 67. 

It also reminds us of a time 
when there were just three tele¬ 
vision channels, but a vast array 
of programmes you might actu¬ 
ally want to watch. 

During the late 1970s you 
could switch on almost any 
night of the week and watch a 
fast-paced, British-made action 
drama. The Sweeney, Minder, 
Van Der Valk, Shoestring, 
Target - all right, maybe not 
Target - all pulled in millions of 
viewers. 

The stories may have been 
far-fetched, the effects a bit 
rough and ready, but who 
cares? The scripts were spot 
on, and that’s all that really 
matters. 

Now we have dozens of TV 
channels, and prime-time 
viewing seems to consist prima¬ 
rily of tone-deaf singers, minor 
celebrities trying to dance, and 
a bloke in the jungle who can’t 
tell the time. And they call it 
progress. 

• Contact Mark on Twitter: 
MAndrews_Star 



Hannah Smith was a regular user of ask.fm Simon Walters was bullied for having red hair Anyone can be a victim of cyber bullying, but help is available 

Tragic price paid by 
cyber bully victims 



Teenager Chelsea Clarke,from Wolverhampton, pictured shortly before her death 


Months and years of torment of 
youngsters who are too scared 
to leave the house, as 

CATHERINE DALTON reports 


I WOULD wake up at 4am terri¬ 
fied of having to go to school. 
I’d make myself sick and stay 
at home instead. 

These are the heartbreaking 
words of a teenage bullying victim, 
after cruel jibes left her too scared to 
go to school or leave the house. 

For thousands of teenagers across the 
country, bullying is a real and growing 
problem. Some suffer days, weeks, 
months or even years of torment, leaving 
them scared and lonely. 

In today’s cyber-soaked society there 
is a new danger facing our teenagers, as 
figures show an increase in online 
attacks on websites and social media. 

Teased 

Last year, a total of 4,507 children 
called Childline complaining of cyber- 
bullying - an 87 per cent increase on the 
year before. 

Now children are being urged to speak 
out about the problem, while parents are 
warned to keep a closer eye on what their 
children are looking at online. It follows 
a number of high profile cases of chil¬ 
dren even taking their own lives amid 
claims they were being bullied. 

The family of 13-year-old Chelsea 
Clark, who was found hanged in the 
bedroom of her Wolverhampton home, 
say they found evidence after her death 
that she had been bullied online. 

Her mother Margaret urged parents 
to be aware of what their children are 
looking at online. 

Just recently, an inquest heard from 
Nigel Walters, whose 14-year-old son 
Simon killed himself at their home in 
Wolverhampton. Mr Walters believes 
Simon was being bullied and had been 
teased because of his ginger hair, which 


he had even dyed darker. He told the 
inquest: “He changed from being a 
happy, happy boy to, like, sad and discon¬ 
nected. He would tell me nothing. He 
used to enjoy telling jokes and doing 
magic tricks. He had a good sense of 
humour. 

“We used to talk with each other but 
he stopped talking to me and used to 
shut himself in his room. He just went 
quiet and wouldn’t tell me what was 
going on.” 

In August, Hannah Smith, from 
Leicestershire, was found hanged. Her 
father said she had been sent abusive 
messages on social networking site, 
ask.fm. 

The Latvian-based site allowed users 
to post comments anonymously and 
sparked calls for changes to the way it 


was run. Prime Minister David Cameron 
called on people to boycott websites that 
failed to tackle abuse. 

Figures have revealed scores of chil¬ 
dren have been taken out of schools in 
Shropshire and the West Midlands amid 
allegations of bullying. 

In Wolverhampton, there were 95 
‘transfer requests’ in the last school year 
alone amid claims of bullying, while in 
Shropshire, there were 16 cases in the 
past two years. 

Startling new research has shown the 
growing danger of cyerbullying. One in 
10 children in the West Midlands say 
they have experienced cruel jibes or 
comments online. 

The same number say they have wit¬ 
nessed a classmate or a friend being 
cyberbullied. Two-fifths of parents have 


concerns about their children being 
bullied online, a survey for the Anti-bul- 
lying Alliance revealed, while more than 
a quarter of parents think their child 
could be a cyberbully themselves. 

The survey by the alliance, part of the 
National Children’s Bureau, revealed 
the majority of children’s internet use 
takes place away from the watchful eye 
of parents. 

The research showed 32 per cent of 
parents in the West Midlands admit they 
have not spoken to their children about 
online safety. Less than one in five has 
set parental controls for web devices. 

Almost half of parents even helped to 
set up their child’s social networking site 
and 45 per cent of parents with children 
under 13 said they had set up a Facebook 
account for their child - despite the age 
restriction. 

Luke Roberts, national co-ordinator of 
the Anti-Bullying Alliance, said: “Cyber- 
bullying is increasingly an accepted part 
of online culture.” 

Struggled 

He said young people often struggled 
to identify what was inappropriate 
online behaviour and urged parents to 
learn how to protect their children. 

“Currently there is no clear leader¬ 
ship, no co-ordination and no adequate 
educational model in place to tackle the 
growing issue of cyber-bullying,” he said. 

The Anti-Bullying Alliance is calling 
for a national debate on children and 
young people’s use of the internet and 
their online safety in the 21st century, 
focusing specifically on cyber-bullying, 
which will bring together children, 
parents, industry, providers, NGOs, Gov¬ 
ernment, and educators. 

“We need to make cyber-bullying a 
thing of the past and ensure a digital 
future for our children that is safe, fun 
and connected,” Mr Roberts said. 

“It’s a future where children take 
responsibility for their own safety 
online, but more importantly know 
where to turn for help when things go 
wrong.” 



1983.. . 

A SCHOOL held a uniform 
amnesty to tackle an energy 
crisis. Codsall High School head¬ 
master Geoffrey Bate told his 
1,000 pupils they could wear 
whatever they wanted to keep 
warm after a strike by oilmen 
forced the school to turn its 
heating system off. 

A DEJECTED Father Christ¬ 
mas was facing up to the 
prospect of unemployment after 
his decision to open a grotto in 
Dudley ran into trouble. Santa, 
alias Dennis Edwards, had been 
hoping to set up his grotto at 
Enterprise Shopping Mall in King 
Street, but discovered Dudley 
Council was also planning to lay 
on its own ‘Space Santa’ grotto. 

WEST Indies cricket star 
George Headley died aged 74. 
The batsmen, who also spent 
three years at Dudley Cricket 
Club, notched up 2,190 runs in 
22 Tests. 

1993.. . 

CONFIDENCE in political 
leaders appeared to have fallen to 
an all-time low, if a charity auction 
in the West Midlands was any¬ 
thing to go by. Signed photo¬ 
graphs of Prime Minister John 
Major and Labour leader John 
Smith fetched just £5 each at the 
auction in Great Barr - while a jar 
of pickled onions was judged 
eight times as valuable, fetching 
£40. 

PATIENTS awaiting major 
surgery were having their opera¬ 
tions cancelled because Chinese 
flu victims were were swamping 
hospital beds. The intensive care 
units at both the Royal and New 
Cross Hospitals in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton were full. 

TERRY Cooper quit as 
manager of Birmingham City, just 
18 months after guiding them to 
promotion. Cooper, who had got 
Blues out of the old Third Division, 
decided to leave St Andrews after 
coming underfire from fans at a 3- 
0 defeat against Tranmere. 

2003.. . 

A PETROL station in Wolver¬ 
hampton became the first in the 
world to install a new anti-theft 
system which would puncture the 
tyres of any drivers attempting to 
make off without paying for their 
fuel. The ‘stinger’ was the brain¬ 
child of Oldbury inventor Jaginder 
Singh Mudhar. It had been 
installed at the BP garage in 
Stubbs Road, Penn Fields. 

TELEVISION debating show 
Question Time was broadcast 
from Wolverhampton Civic Hall. 
Panellists included Constitutional 
Affairs Secretary Lord Falconer 
and former Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Ken Clarke. 

PAUL Gascoigne's time at 
Molineux was over after just six 
weeks, after he admitted he 
wasn’t capable of playing Pre¬ 
miership football. 



495 £ 550 c640 


Free Quotations O Old Buildings Removed inc Asbestos O Base Laying Service O Free Delivery & Fitting 


Show Site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, Visit our website: 

West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 
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LETTERS 

HS2 distracts from rail scandal 


IN A supposed age of austerity, £50bn is 
easily and quickly found for duplicating 
long distance, inter-city lines that work 
so well already 

The real capacity issue is in the seven 
hours of rush hour from Monday to 
Friday, made worse by our two class 
trains that have spare capacity in first 
class. 

Rush hour congestion can be relieved 
by re-opening the 38 miles of existing 
unused and underused urban rail lines. 
These 38 miles are the Camp Hill line, 
the Dudley line and the Sutton line. 
The Camp Hill line would make a big 
profit if a chord was built (a curved 


section of line) to bring it into Moor 
Street Station instead of congested 
New Street. 

The unused Dudley line has Merry 
Hill shopping centre, the Waterfront, 
Black Country Living Museum and 
Dudley Castle on or near it. This is 
financially viable, if properly promoted 
for these attractions and as a commuter 
route. Even if it makes a loss, a new 
regime of profitable lines subsidising 
the ecologically and socially responsible 
lines, must be brought in. 

Walsall has many lines radiating 
from its centre. Walsall to Dudley and 
Stourbridge Junction remains largely 


unused but is available for freight 
trains. This important 13.5 miles 
double track rail line has remained a 
wasted asset for over 40 years as road 
traffic congestion has worsened along¬ 
side it or, in its vicinity. 

Fifty billions for the unnecessary, 
extravagant, flash, High Prestige 2 rail 
line but not a fraction of that cost for a 
southern or Black Country extension of 
the Walsall to Rugeley commuter line 
and, possible inter-city line. This is 
truly scandalous. 

T WELLER 
Hunnington Crescent 
Halesowen 


Heathens' 
fans put 
sport first 

I ATTENDED the Heathens 
presentation night at the 
Copthorne Hotel in Brierley 
Hill. We, the fans of 
Cradley/Dudley Heathens, 
packed the place to celebrate 
the achievements of our 
Speedway club in 2013. 

The prizes were presented 
by World Champion Tai 
Woffinden, who rides for the 
Heathens rivals - Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

It was a magnificent 
evening made even more so 
by the Heathens supporters 
giving Tai a standing 
ovation. 

Could you imagine any 
other sports fans doing the 
same? Just wait until we get 
a track of our own. This is a 
plea for us to be recognised 
by the councils and 
landowners of the Black 
Country, to be landlords of a 
global success story. 

Thank you to all involved 
with our success. 

A BLACKWELL 
Meriden Avenue 
Wollaston 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Dudley Chronicle, Chronicle 
Editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton 

WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST in 
number of the writer. The Editor res 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

elude name, address and telephone 
;ervesthe right to condense letters. 


Please don’t force us 
onto unreliable buses 


IT WOULD appear from your paper that those at Centro are 
the latest to jump on the bash the pensioners’ band wagon 
in proposing to cut the free local train and tram concession. 

This will be yet another blow to those in the Blackheath 
and Quinton area who are able to travel in comfort by train 
to Stourbridge, Wolverhampton, Birmingham and further 
afield to Solihull and Coventry. 

The only alternative are the buses, namely the 140 and 
241, which are the WORST two services on the road, since 
they are frequently late or taken out of service, leaving 
people waiting 45 minutes or more for the next bus. 

There were two other buses which used to run through 
Quinton, The Stag and Mucklow Hill but, in their wisdom, 
Centro diverted these services onto the Number 9 route 
which is already well served. 

Whereas the buses are unreliable and resemble wind 
tunnels when somebody decides to open windows, the trains 
are frequent, reliable and warm. 

These people at Centro should try using the 140 and 241 
services to find out just how poor they are. 

H SMITH 
Greenhill Road, 
Halesowen 


Typhoon 
and debt 
ravage a 
country 

HUNDREDS of thousands 
of people in the Philippines 
are still coping with the dev¬ 
astating impact of Typhoon 
Haiyan last month. 

The British people and 
countries around the world 
have been unbelievably gen¬ 
erous in their response. 

Yet that country’s massive 
debt burden means that 22 
million dollars is leaving the 
country every day to pay off 
debts - many of which were 
inherited from the dictator¬ 
ship of Ferdinand Marcos in 
the 1980s. 

It’s more than 20 per cent 
of the Filipino government’s 
income. 

Please support the call by 
the Jubilee Debt Campaign 
for the country’s debt to be 
cancelled. 

R TABERNER 
Regent Road 
Tividale 


Buy Sofas Direct 

Units 1-4 Marlow Street Rowley Regis B65 0AY - Free Car Park (opposite) 

Tel: 08432 899053 


HUGE STOCK CLEARANCE 
ON CANCB1ED ORDERS 



Huge range 
of Fireside 
Chairs in 
selected 
fabrics 

ONLY 

£99 



Hilton Lift & 
Rise Chair 
Cancelled 
Orders 


ONLY 




Apollo 3+1+1 or 2+1+1 

CANCELLED AfiAA 
ORDERS ONLY 



Nicola 3 Seater Settee + 2 Chairs Faux 
Leather available in Black or Brown 

CANCELLED Oyi AA 
ORDERS ONLY 


• This is just a selection of our wide range of UK made suites • 

• Scatter Cushions available (sets of 4) assorted colours £12.00 • 


9-5 Monday to Friday 
& removal of old suite 

sales@buysofadirect.co.uk www.buysofasdirect.co.uk 



J&eplace Yoaf Tired Kitchen 
throom or Bedroom, With 


Did you know that, 80 1 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31st December 


PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today! 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 



Oidy- Wh ui 1* 1\ 



Laminate flooring in 
tile form - very classy 

Wet Wall Panelling for 
bathrooms, no more 
grouting 

Budget range of 
flat-pack kitchens, 
super 18 mm, for 
better value and 
quality than any of 
the major retailers 
inclusive of soft close 
doors, and drawers 


OVER 100 DOOR 
STYLES, AVAILABLE 
IN ANY COLOUR YOU 
CAN NAME 

OVER 200 
WORKTOP FINISHES 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES 18MM 
PRE-BUILT 


No False Promises! No Pressure! 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 



OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

* Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 
show you the excellent standard o f work' 


_ 


Appliances: Neff, 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace... ” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 

“. totally professional from 
U beginning to end...” 

_ 


Homeowners... 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom ancf allow us to show your home's true potential , 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to lifi 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTI 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOT LET YOU DOWN!! 


NEW SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

Open Mon-Sat 9.00 am-5.30 pm, Thursday 9.00 am-7.00 pm 

Tel: 0121 550 4821 
Mobile: 07726 104200 

Oak Lodge Building, Furnace Hill, Halesowen, B63 3LZ 

Open Mon-Fri 9.30 am-5.00 pm, Sat 10.00 am-2.00 pm 
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CLUB NEWS 


'Thanks go out for 
f»|adte top floral display 


Unit 1, Shenstone Trading Estate, Bromsgrove Road, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3XB 
Tel: 0121 559 6320 


Specialists in Door, Window, Porch and 
_Conservatory Installations_ 

Composite Doors from £630 
_Wide choice of colours available_ 

_Misty units replaced_ 

WE OFFER GREAT DEALS ON ALL UPVC PRODU CTS 
_ Quality products at quality prices _ 

_10 year guarantee_ 

Faulty door locks and window hinges replaced 
We will beat any quote 
FENSA registered 


CHAIRMAN Jean Latham 
welcomed 52 members to 
the November meeting and 
read the list of apologies. 

Two long standing 
members, Phyllis Dunn and 
Brenda Holmes, are quite ill 
at the moment, so best 
wishes to their speedy recov¬ 
ery were expressed by all 
members. 

The floral art class 
enjoyed a day at Hampton 
Court Gardens, which was 
enhanced by the publication 
of a good group photograph 
in the winter edition of 
‘Townswoman’. 

The coach pick-up point 
for Wollaston members 
attending the National 
Carol Service at Coventry 
Cathedral on Tuesday 
December 17 is Hagley 
Road, Stourbridge, opposite 
the Lex Garage. The time of 
the pick-up is 9.45am. 

The carol service on 
Tuesday December 3, at 
Cobden Street Methodist 
Church, starts at 7.30pm, 
while the federation service 
on Saturday December 14, 
at St Thomas’ Church, 
Stourbridge, starts at 2pm. 

The speaker for the 
evening was Mr George 
Hook who gave an interest¬ 
ing talk on his family busi¬ 
ness, which had, since 
around 1820, been involved 
in making mother of pearl 
items. 

The next meeting, which 
will double as the Christmas 
party, is on Tuesday Decem¬ 
ber 10, at 7.30pm, in St 
James Church Hall, Wollas¬ 
ton. There is a charge of 
£3.50, which members can 
pay on the evening. 


THE CHAIRMAN welcomed 40 members to 
the November meeting. She thanked Chris 
Hicks for the lovely flower arrangement 
that she had provided for the business table. 

The arrangements and pick up points for 
the Coventry Carol service were given and 
the members were reminded about the Fed¬ 
eration Carol service at St Thomas Church, 
Stourbridge on the December 14 starting at 
2.15. 

The social secretary gave the details for 
the outing to Wightwick Manor. 

We will have a guided tour and after a visit 
to the gift shop, a light lunch. We received 
lots of invitations to various charity events 
at Dudley Town Hall. 

Our evening’s speaker was Mr John 
Billingham, a retired local teacher and 
author, who told us about the journey of Our 
Stour from Clent to Stourport. 

We learnt fascinating facts about the 
geography of our surrounding area. 


St Thomas Church in Stourbridge, where the 

federation’s carol service is taking place 

Mr Billingham then judged our corsage 
competition and declared Chris Hicks the 
winner. 

Our next meeting on December 9 is our 
Christmas party. 

Meetings are held in the Haven Room, 
Zion Christian Centre, Halesowen. For 
further information please ring 0121 602 
6572. 


Speaker Keith's a glass act 


THE SPEAKER at the 
November meeting was 
Keith Cattell whose 
subject was Light Fantas¬ 
tic - 1000 Years of Stained 
Glass. 

He briefly referred to the 
history of glass first made 
by the Romans and Egyp¬ 
tians, and then by means of 
his large collection of 
coloured slides he 


KINGS’FD DIST 
HISTORICAL SOC 


explained that the term 
‘stained glass’ was usually 
applied to church 
windows. 

The coloured glass was 
created by adding mineral 
oxide powders and the 
term also applied to 


BISHOPS WOOD Wl 


COLIN McShane was our speaker on a bitter November 
evening. He took us on a virtual tour of his declared 
“favourite island”, Lundy. 

The island sits nineteen miles off the coast of North 
Devon. It is only two miles square and has a permanent pop¬ 
ulation of less than two dozent. 

There is a Christmas Party for WI members on Tuesday 
December 10 in the Village Hall. 


painted glass that had been 
fused in a kiln. 

Showing many examples 
of religious themes 
depicted in church 
windows, from the 13 
century windows of 
Chartres Cathedral in 
France to the modern 
window created in Coven¬ 
try Cathedral, consecrated 
in 1962. 

Visitors are welcome for 
meetings which take place 
at the Community centre, 
High Street, Kingswinford. 

Further details from Ron 
Julian 01384 295848. 

There is no meeting in 
January 2014, by contrast 
February 3 at 7.30 pm sees 
Dr Paul Collins taking The 
Tram from Dudley. 


Hawthorn 

\X/i r~i d o\/\/s 



MG FOWKES I WORCESTER ACCREDITED INSTALLER 


► FREE quotations on new boiler upgrades and systems 

► 7 year guarantee* on specified Worcester boilers 

► 8 year guarantee* with any Greenstar CDi installed with a 
Greenstar System Filter for added system protection 

► High efficiency boilers - all Band A - up to 93% efficient 

► Family run business - over 30 years experience 

► Approved and qualified installer/technicians 

► All makes of boilers maintained, serviced and repaired. 


| £50 OFF | 



Why choose a Worcester boiler? 

Working for a cleaner environment, Worcester is totally 
committed to finding new ways in which to use gas and 
oil as efficiently as possible and to meet and exceed all 
current and future environmental regulations. 


Approved by Dudley Trading Standards 


For a local, professional service that is second to none, call us on 

0121 585 7501 

07778 302 359 


=^WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 
Accredited Installer 


E MG FOWKES 


mgfowkes.co.uk mike@mgfowkes.co.uk 


The Granary, Grange Farm, Lutley Lane, Hayley Green, West Midlands B63 1 EZ 

*Terms & conditions apply 
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Book takes a look at Victorian shopaholics 



Dr Terry Daniels seen with his new book, Selling and Shopping in Langley 


SHOPPING habits from the Victorian 
era to the present day are the subject of 
a new book based on research by a local 
history society. 

Selling and Shopping in Langley was 
launched at Langley Library, Barrs 
Street. It is based on research by 
Langley Local History Society into 
shopping habits and traders in 
Langley, Langley Green, Rood End, 
and Causeway Green from the 19th 
century to the present day. 

More than 350 old photographs and 
200 pages are included. It chronicles 
the development of the area following 
the coming of industry and the build¬ 
ing of shops and houses to meet the 
needs of the growing population. 

The arrival of gas, electricity, house¬ 
hold appliances, wartime rationing, 
trading stamps, decimalisation of cur¬ 
rency, and the redevelopment of the 
area all changed shopping in the area. 

Individual shopkeepers are recalled 
in the main part of the book, including 
butchers, fishmongers, greengrocers, 
grocers, bakers, confectioners, cloth¬ 


iers, shoemakers, builders, house fur¬ 
nishers, garages, newsagents, radio 
and television, doctors, banks, pawn¬ 
brokers and a few others too. 

The book includes tables of shops 


and traders in the main shopping 
streets every four years from the 1880s 
to 1940. The book costs £12. To buy it 
call 0121 544 8095 or email sales@his- 
toryofoldbury.co.uk. 


Appeal made on robbers 
who pinned down victim 


A POLICE appeal has been 
made to find two robbers who 
pinned down an elderly man 
during a raid at his house in 
Oldbury. 

The 88-year-old was targeted by 
the two men who forced their way 
into his home. 

After knocking him to the ground, 
one of the robbers held a cloth over his 
face, while demanding to know where 
his money was, as the other man 
searched all the rooms of the house. 

The thieves escaped with cash, 
leaving the victim with a cut lip and a 


bruise in the shape of a handprint. 
Detectives are now hunting for the two 
suspects. The robbery in Winwood 
Road happened at around 7pm on 
Monday November 18. 

Investigating officer Det Con Mitch 
Buchanan, from Force CID in Dudley, 
said: “I am very keen to hear from 
anyone who may be able to provide us 
with more information about these 
individuals, who we know were young, 
white men. 

“Perhaps you were in the area at 
around 7pm on Monday night and saw 
two people acting suspiciously in or 
around this area? These men targeted 
a vulnerable elderly victim; if you know 


who is responsible please do the right 
thing and name them.” 

Officers from the local neighbour¬ 
hood policing team have been visiting 
residents in the area following the 
robbery. Insp Lee Bartram, who covers 
the Langley area, added: “This type of 
incident is thankfully very rare. I 
would encourage residents to use door 
chains or other security measures 
when answ-ering to unexpected 
callers, particularly during the hours 
of darkness.” Witnesses or anyone 
with information should contact Det 
Con Buchanan at the Dudley Force 
CID Acquisitive Crime Team on 101, or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 



// 


A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

"They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone! I Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


Stop the spread of 

Norovirus 

Norovirus is one of the mosl common couses of highly infectious sickness 
ond diarrhoea (gastroenteritis). It can spread very quickly in schools, 
hospitals and care homes. Don't give Norovirus o chance. 


Recognise it Contain it 


tzzza 

Dudley 

Clinical Commissioning Group 



Sudden onset of diarrhoea and/or vomitng 
that lasts approximately 24 hours. 


Avoid it 


Do not visrt hospitals or your CP rf you have 
symptoms - call NHS 111 or call your GP for 
advice. Drink plenty of fluids to avoid to 
ovoid dehydra lion. 



Wash hands regularly with soap and water 
- do not rely on gel. Increase cleaning, 
©specialty toiets and touch points such as 
hand taps and door handles. 


Stop it 






Stay at home for at least 48 hours after 
symptoms ol Norovirus have slopped to 
reduce the risk of passing the virus lo others 


Dudley against 
infection 

Safe in our hands 
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Brierley Hill Alliance FC in 1964, before they joined forces with Oldswinford FC 


Spring Meadow Cricket Club, gated off and neglected 


Dudley Town FC, seen in 1985 at Dudley Sports Centre, where Castlegate is now 



Wollaston Vies FC in 1950/1951 show off a cup they won 



Brierley Hill Alliance FC, now home to an Asda store 


Terry achieves his goal to recall 
memories of forgotten fields 


THOUSANDS play out their fan¬ 
tasies of scoring the winning goal 
in the cup final or bowling out the 
Aussies to win the Ashes. 

And while the windswept fields and 
grounds where they dare to dream may 
be more modest than Wembley or Lords 
cricket ground, they still hold a special 
place in the hearts of those players. 

Many works teams had their own ground 
while amateur clubs often had half a dozen 
sides playing matches at humble sporting 
arenas. As industry dwindled in the Black 
Country, many of those beloved grounds 
were sold off to become supermarkets, 
housing estates and shops. 

Now one former player has revisited his 
old haunts to revive forgotten fields. 

Terry Church, aged 71, has compiled a 
new book to rediscover many old pitches and 
grounds. 

While many grounds were little more 
than park pitches, others were neat little 
stadiums. Mr Church, who lives in Wall 
Heath, was a keen sportsman who played on 


by Andrew Turton 

grounds across the Black Country for more 
than 20 years. 

“It has been a labour of love for me. I 
played for one or two of the clubs over the 
years. You would go to work on a Saturday 
morning then go out to play football or 
cricket in the afternoon. It was a big part of 
working life.” 

Mr Church believes more than 100 foot¬ 
ball and cricket grounds have disappeared in 
the south of the Black Country alone. One of 
his fondest memories is the old Dudley 
Sports Centre and County Ground, where 
the Castlegate Business Park now stands off 
Birmingham Road and Tipton Road. 

It was once home to Dudley Town Football 
Club and Dudley Cricket Club, and Worces¬ 
tershire County Cricket Club would also 
play at least one championship or one-day 
match a season on the cricket ground. 

But after part of the land collapsed in 1985 
due to the underground mines the site was 
condemned and eventually redeveloped. 
Other notable football grounds inclu-ded the 
Round Oak Steelworks ground, known as 


The Earls, off John Street and Pensnett 
Road, in Brierley Hill. It hosted many Birm¬ 
ingham Works League games through the 
60s and 70s before the famous old steelworks 
closed in the 1980s. The ground had been 
used by Dudley Town but it was eventually 
sold off to be redeveloped as the David Lloyd 
Leisure Centre. 

Nearby Brierley Hill Alliance had played 
at the Cottage Street ground but this was 
sold to Asda. Oldswinford FC had played on 
pitches at South Road, Norton, and had been 
a successful side. 

Some grounds remain as they were but 
stand neglected. Spring Meadow Cricket 
Club, founded in 1929, had been based in 
Spring Meadow itself before moving to 
Saltwells Road, Dudley Wood, and then 
finally to Garratts Lane, Old Hill. The club 
folded in 2006. 

• Copies of Lost Cricket and Football 
Clubs and Grounds of the South of the Black 
Country can be bought at www.wall- 
heath.org.uk or from Ashwood Nurseries, 
Kingswinford. Mr Church can be contacted 
on 01384 292170 or terry 

church@btclick.com 



Terry Church at Stourbridge Cricket Club 


Midland UPVC 

Windows and Doors 





Christmas hamper^ 
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|| Terms & conditions apply 

SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED A WINDOWS 

WINTER SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 


£1499 fitted. 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 

Visit OUT WCbsitG.' "Secured by design Quality Products 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk 1 E "ZZ sa T & Door %» 

• ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 


No hidden extras very competitive price 

FANTASTIC NEW As seen on the 

UPVC DOOR RANGE bbcdiysos 



I 


SPECIAL OFFER 

PVC Door 



ALL AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 70 
After 5pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 



Home improvements 
for older people 

Make the most of your home 

You may be thinking about improving your house so you can make the most of your home. Perhaps 
you need a more modern bathroom, a better kitchen or new windows. You might even be thinking of 
adapting your home to better suit any mobility problems. 

The thought can be daunting if you are not used to building projects. We can help you take your 
project from your initial thoughts, right through to completion. 

We offer a complete package of support with all work arranged by the council for you. We can talk to 
you about the best way to finance the work and will organise every aspect of the work on your behalf. 

No hassle, no worry home improvements for older people ^^ 

Give us a call on 01384 817086 Dudley 
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NEWS 


Traffic island goes full 
circle for calendar page 



Who would have thought that Birchley Island would feature in a calendar? 


The roundabouts calendar’s cover 

IT IS one of the best-known 
sites of the West Midlands 
but rarely receives plaudits 
for its beauty. 

But all that has now changed for 
Oldbury’s Birchley Island, which 
has bagged a prestigious place in 
the Best of British Roundabouts 
2014 calendar. 

Despite having a power station in 
the centre of the site, the UK Round¬ 
about Appreciation Society, have 
chosen a snowy landscape of the 
island, which is close to junction two of 
the M5 for its December page. 

Sandwell Council has described the 
recognition of the roundabout, which 
is used by more than 92,000 motorists 
a day, as a ‘true honour’. 

Kevin Beresford, President of 
UKRAS also known as the ‘Lord of the 
Rings’ said: “Congratulations to the 
district of Sandwell for making the top 
12 one-way gyratory list in our world 
wide famous ‘Best of British Round- 


by Lisa Wright 

abouts’ calendar 2014. 

“The UK Roundabout Appreciation 
Society all agreed that the electrifying 
power station roundabout, thoroughly 
deserved the prestigious December 
page in our popular calendar. 

“I personally feel this dramatic and 
unique traffic island set in a snowy 
landscape perfectly sums up all what is 
great about the great British round¬ 
about.” 

The society was formed in 2003 and 
started off highlighting the round¬ 
abouts of Redditch. 

Expressive 

That then spawned the Best of 
British and each year it has grown. 

“People send in photographs from 
all around the world,” added Mr Beres¬ 
ford. “Obviously, beauty is in the eye of 
the beholder. A lot are what we call 
Titchmarshes or Monty Dons - islands 
in full bloom. 

“The whole beauty of a roundabout 


is that they are expressive, you can put 
anything on a roundabout and any 
local council that is brimming with 
civic pride can stick a garden in the 
middle of a road junction. 

They lift our spirits on a long 
journey,” he said. The accolade is a 
thumbs-up for Sandwell Council who 
spent £450,000 on a revamp three 
years ago to make it appear more wel¬ 
coming, planting shrubbery and 
installing a giant steel ‘Welcome to 
Sandwell’ sign. 

However, the authority is now pro¬ 
posing to run a road through the 
middle of it to create a ‘hamburger’ 
island, in an effort to ease congestion. 

But Mr Beresford said: “As long as 
they preserve the beauty of it I don’t 
see a problem.” 

Sandwell Council deputy leader 
Councillor Steve Eling said: “The 
December view in the calendar of 
Birchley Island must be a true honour 
for the borough, with the picture 
clearly showing the Sandwell 
signage.” 


Hasbury Windows Ltd 



• PAS 24 security testing on flag hinges 

• 3 hinges have carrying capacity of 120kg 

• Longer lasting performance on hardware 


• Locking system - exclusive to Camden & 

^ one of the most superior on the market _ ^ 

FRONTDOOR STANDARD SPEC: 

• Inliten 70mm single doors only • Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Fitted with white furniture* Left hand or right hand opening 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm • Choice of 6 white panel doors 



Sealed Units Replacement Available From £10 
We will beat any genuine written quote 1 


Inliten Back 
Door in White 



• Inliten 70mm single doors only •-Lever/lever handle and hook lock 

• Supplied with Monaco half panel (top pane glazed) 

• Panel Thickness: 28mm • Left hand or right hand opening 

• White furniture/hardware 


* Your local well established business offering top quality 
products and service 

* No payment until completion 

* Call us now for a great deal on your new windows, 
doors and conservatories 

* Visit our showroom * Deal direct with the owner 

* If you want quality, value and service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! 


Excellent service 

Lovely job, fitters 

■ Very pleased with 

from start to finish. 

made no mess! 

the new windows. 

Reliable and 

Would definitely 

Fitters were very tidy, 

friendly. 

recommend again. 

everything left clean. 





9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 
0121 421 7001 / 0121 4212104 / 01384 78796 

(opposite the Stag & Three Horseshoes) 

SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm • Sat 10 am-2 pm 
Phonelines open 9 am-9 pm 




f hursday 28th November 

12pm to 2pm 

Brierley Hill Health and Sooal 

Care Centre 

Venture Way 

BrieHey Hill 

OY5 1RU 


Saturday 30th November 

12pm to 4pm 

Brierley Hill Lights Switch On 
& Chmtmas Fair 
Insight House 
Pearson Street 
Bnerley Hill OY$ 381 


12pm to 2pm 
Dudley Council Plus 
2S9 Cattle Street 
Dudley 
DY1 1LQ 


Thursday 12th December 

6 30pm to 8pm 
Stourbridge Town Hail 
Crown Lane 
Stourbr«dge 
West Midlands 
DY8 1YE 


Tuesday 1/th December 

6 30pm to 8pm 

Main Hall 

Dudley College 

The Broadway 

Dudley 

DY1 4AS 


If you can't make It to one of these meetings, don’t worry - there are other ways for you to find out more and have your say. 
Please see our website at www.dudleyccg.nhs.uk/urgent-care for more information, or ring us on 01384 322777. 
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• New boiler 
installations 

• Full central 
heating systems 

• Boiler repairs 

• General plumbing 

• Bathrooms 
%AII gas work 

covered 



MAGNETIC 
SYSTEM FILTER 

CKEEtK) &DS© 

with every 
Intergas Boiler 
Must End Soon! 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE, NO JOB TOO SMALL 


www.ecopipeheating.co.uk ecopipe@live.co.uk 
28, Wilden Lane, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 9LR 



EcoPipe 

B Plumbing A Heating Solutions 


NEWS 

Lights, camera, action at museum 



Actors Charlie De’ath and Jennie Jacques filming the new series of drama WPC56 at the Black Country Living Museum 


AN EERIE silence befalls the 
old street of the Black 
Country Living Museum. 

A dishevelled-looking man shambles 
along the pavement, briefly colliding 
with a lamp post before continuing his 
progress. The driver of a burgundy 
Morris Traveller revs the engine 
before driving down the embankment 
- a clapperboard slams shut and 
normal chatter resumes. 

Filming for a second series of the 
BBC1 crime drama WPC56 was taking 
place at the Dudley museum this week, 
eight months after the show first went 
on air in March. 

Actress Jennie Jacques, who plays 
the lead role of WPc Gina Dawson, and 
Charles De’ath who as Sgt Sidney 
Fenton is her on-screen nemesis, were 
among the cast members filming 


scenes in the museum’s 1930s-style 
street. Scenes were also filmed along 
the museum’s canal arm, with the 
familiar cast-iron bridge forming the 
backdrop. 

Series producer Mike Hobson 
described the museum as the ‘Mid¬ 
lands own Hollywood back lot’,saying 
he hoped people would enjoy seeing 
familiar locations when the show airs. 

Sexist 

WPC56 is set in the fictitious West 
Midland town of Brinford in the mid- 
1950s, where Gina Dawson is the first 
female officer in the local police force, 
and has to deal with sexist attitudes of 
colleagues, Sgt Fenton in particular. 

De’ath, who plays Fenton, said it was 
wonderful being back at the museum 
again, having not only been at the 


attraction for the filming of the first 
series, but also in a film which was 
made at the museum in the 1990s. 

“I was here about 20 years ago when 
I appeared in a film called the Feast of 
July, a Merchant Ivory period drama,” 
he said. “It is a wonderful place, and it 
has grown so much since then, there is 
so much more here now. 

“I love being in the West Midlands, 
the people are so friendly.” 

In recent years the museum has 
been used as a location for a number of 
period dramas, most notably the recent 
gangster series Peaky Blinders, and 
also jazz-age murder mystery Dancing 
on the Edge, which starred Hollywood 
actors Jacqueline Bisset, Anthony 
Head and John Goodman. 

WPC56 producer Carol Harding said 
it was a superb location for filming. 


MANOR 
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WAY 


We would be delighted to 
welcome you to visit our 
friendly, family school! 
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, Manor Way Primary School 
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Manor Way Primary School 
is a small school with 
delightful children and a 
very hard working team of 
staff and governors. Our 
curriculum is lively and 
engaging. We offer a range 
of exciting experiences and 
opportunities, including 
Forest School provision. 


Links with parents and carers are very important to us and children's opinions matter too. 

Everyone at Manor Way is committed to ensuring that each child fulfils their potential in a safe, 
caring environment. Our next open day for Reception Class 2014 is: 

Monday 9th December 11:00am lasting approximately 1 hour. 

Do contact us to arrange your visit 


Manor Way Primary, 

Brier Mill Road 
Halesowen, B63 3HA. 

Tel: 01384 818895 
Headteacher: Mrs Dawn Betteridge 


Happy & Successful 
Together 


Advertisement 


Manor Way Primary School is a 
‘Good School’, Ofsted 2011 



We pride ourselves at Manor 
Way Primary on being a 
friendly, caring school. 

Every child is valued and their views 
and opinions are important to us. All 
of the staff work together as a team, 
to ensure that the children develop 
into lifelong learners. We recognise 
that children have varying academic 
abilities. Therefore we strive to 
encourage an atmosphere in which 
everyone can develop their own 
particular strengths and fulfil their true 
potential. In order to achieve this, we 
provide a variety of opportunities and 
experiences, which enrich our pupils’ 


lives both in and out of school. 

Parents and carers are always 
welcome and play an important role 
in the life of our school. We value 
their partnership and hope that they 
feel able to share their aspirations 
and concerns with us. 

Our links with Manor Way Pre- 
School and local high schools are 
very strong too. 

Do come and visit our school to 
find out more. I am sure you will see 
how ‘happy and successful’ we are 
together. 

Dawn Betteridge 
Headteacher 
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NEWS 

Secret of tunnels is 
discovered as huge 
drug farm unearthed 


A MASSIVE underground 
cannabis farm has been 
unearthed at historic Drakelow 
Tunnels - 885 plants were seized 
with a potential to create drugs 
with a street value of £750,000. 

Around 30 police officers, including dog 
handlers, swooped on the former nuclear 
bunker site, in the shadow of the Kinver 
Edge, at Wolverley. 

Hydroponic 

They discovered a network of hydroponic 
equipment, including heating, lighting and 
ventilation fans, as well as the plants, when 
they swooped at around 9am on November 
27. 

Earlier, officers from West Mercia and 
Warwickshire Police executed a search 
warrant in a dawn swoop on an address in 
Kidderminster, where a 45-year-old man 
was arrested on suspicion of money launder¬ 
ing and being concerned in the production 
and supply of controlled drugs. 

A quantity of cash was also seized at that 


property. He has been released on police bail 
until the New Year. 

North Worcestershire police Superinten¬ 
dent Kevin Purcell said: “While executing 
the warrant at Drakelow Tunnels we discov¬ 
ered a large and sophisticated cannabis 
growing operation and although the plants 
will need to be tested it would appear that 
this seizure has prevented a large quantity 
of illegal drugs ending up on the streets. 
That in itself is a very positive outcome.” 

The tunnels have for decades housed dark 
secrets - from being a mysterious govern¬ 
ment nuclear bunker to, more recently, 
hosting ghost hunts in the dead of night. 

Drakelow Tunnels were used to manufac¬ 
ture machine parts during the Second World 
War and during the Cold War the site was 
designated a centre for local government 
leaders in the event of a nuclear attack. 

Workers from Western Power dug up and 
disconnected a suspected illegal electricity 
supply to the tunnels complex. 

Anyone with information is urged to call 
101. Details can also be left anonymously at 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 


From nuclear bunker 


to scene of the crime 


NOW there is a new 
chapter to go down in the 
folklore of the mysteri¬ 
ous Drakelow Tunnels. 

The vast network of 
tunnels beneath Kingsford 
Country Park, on the fringe 
of Kinver Edge, has been 
uncovered as a drug farm. 

Neighbours in Drakelow 
Lane, Wolverley, have been 
shocked. One woman, who 
did not wish to be named, 
said: “A neighbour phoned 
me about 9.30am and asked 
what I’d been up to as there 
were police down the lane. 

“Then I saw police and 
dogs, a riot van, four or five 
marked cars, four unmarked 
cars and police racing 
around the compound. A guy 
from the electricity company 
then knocked at the door 
and said someone had been 
up to no good in the 
tunnels - they’d been 
growing cannabis. ” 
Drakelow Tunnels used to 
be a manufacturing base for 
machine parts during the 
Second World War and was 
designated a ‘regional seat 
of government’ in the event 
of nuclear attack during the 
Cold War. 

Glimpse 

In a rare glimpse behind 
the scenes given to The 
Chronicle’s sister newspa¬ 
per the Express & Star at the 
tunnels recently, electrical 
vehicles used to move com¬ 
ponents could still be seen, 
as well as a sickbay and a 
security booth. 

Close by is the ‘BBC 
Room’, from which broad¬ 
casts would have been made 
telling people what was hap¬ 
pening after a nuclear 
attack. A control desk is still 
in place, along with tele¬ 
phones from the 1960s and 
1980s. 

The tunnels were 
designed by Sir Alexander 
Gibb and Partners and were 
excavated from the sand¬ 
stone hills. 

It was to be a factory for 
the Rover company, who 
were manufacturing 

engines for use in the war 
effort. Construction work 
began in June 1941 but full 
production did not start at 
the complex until May 1943. 
It cost more than £1 million 
to complete. 

During the 1950s, the site 
was used by the Ministry of 
Supply for storage. The site 
was decommissioned during 
the early 1990s and sold. 

Plans have been submit¬ 
ted by the company Quercus 
Ilex SA to create a museum 
Inside one of the tunnels that makes up the labyrinth and gift shop and to build six 
beneath Kingsford Country Park new homes in the grounds. 
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FULLY FITTED 
BATHROOMS 
FROM UTOPIA 
OR MONTROSE 

Qualify for our 
FREE POTTERY OFFER 



SUMMERHILL 

Bathrooms 


Trust the experts., 
www, summeftiUlbathrooms. co. u k 
Trade Enquiries Welcome 


0 


DUDLEY 2-7 BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ 01384 263626 

0P£N 7 DAYS 9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATUR0AY LATE ‘TIL 8’ FRIDAY 11 AM • 4PM SUNDAY 
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To all our customers, new and old, have a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 


Sail to secure your table 
for the weekend now 

lAMEEN^ 

EST 1974 


0121 550 4317 


■ New menu 

■ Fully licenced 

■ Delivery service available * 

FREE home delivery service on 
orders over £13.00 within a 
2 mile radius 

HOME DELIVERY HOURS 
5.30pm - 10.30pm only 

OPENING TIMES 
Sunday - Thursday 5.30pm to 11.00pm 
Friday - Saturday 5.30pm to midnight 
Closed Christmas Day Open Boxing day 


1121 550 7667 

192 Hagley Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 4RR 
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CHRONICLE 
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ORDER YfH E LATEST PHOTOS FROM 

OUR ONLINE SERVICE - GO TO 
PHOTOSFORSALE. E X P R E SSANDSTAR.COM 

O^_CA_L^_(019022_^1944 4 
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NEWS FEATURE 
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urse’s g 
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ife to niece 



Nurse Maudie McHardy, a nurse in Dudley, gave one of her kidneys to her 19-year old niece Maria from Malta, after 
becoming heartbroken over her suffering after a previous transplant from an unknown donor failed 


MAUDIE McHardy could not bear 
the heartbreak of seeing her 
orphaned niece suffer - so the 
Dudley nurse gave the gift of life 
by donating one of her own 
kidneys to save her. 

Maudie, a leading nurse at Dudley’s 
Russells Hall Hospital, endured a four- 
hour operation, five days on a ward and 
three weeks recovering at home - all 
for the love of 19-year-old Maria Agius. 
She says it was the ‘best thing I ever 
did’. 

Family 

Maria’s family has been hit by a 
kidney disease that killed her brother, 
Darren, when he was five. The stress of 
the loss of their son and their daugh¬ 


ter’s illness led to the deaths of both 
Maria’s mother, Lucienne, aged 32, 
who was Maudie’s sister, and her 
father Pawlu, 31. Mrs Agius died in 
2002, two years after her husband. 

Maudie, who was brought up in 
Malta, says it demonstrates the toll 
that such an illness can take on a 
family. 

Maria had been on kidney dialysis 
for 15 years after a previous attempt at 
a transplant with a stranger’s organ 
failed. 

Maudie, 55, of Stafford, who is occu¬ 
pational health nurse manager for The 
Dudley Group NHS Foundation Trust, 
said: “As the years went on I became 
more and more sure that giving Maria 
one of my kidneys was the right thing 
to do. Every visit to Malta to visit 


Maria left me heartbroken, everything 
she did was so restricted and she could¬ 
n’t enjoy her life like other children her 
age. 

“Her condition meant that she 
always felt tired, worn out and 
exhausted. Her growth was stunted, 
she had to constantly monitor her food 
and drink intake and she was con¬ 
stantly on dialysis. Maria tried her best 
to not let it get in her way but there 
were lots of things she simply couldn’t 
do.” 

Maria, who has a rare genetic condi¬ 
tion, had the transplant at Guy’s Hos¬ 
pital, London. She said: “I have to take 
anti-rejection drugs for the rest of my 
life. But my life has changed com¬ 
pletely for the better and I will be 
forever grateful to my auntie!” 



Simply scan this QR code to download a digital subscription. 
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Hoax 999 caller is 
facing a £200 bill 

A WOMAN escaped a prison sentence after admitting 
making three inappropriate 999 calls while drunk. 

Janet North, aged 56, of Strickley Lane, Gornal, also 
pleaded guilty to being drunk in a public place after kicking 
a newspaper kiosk in Dudley town centre. 

Dudley Magistrates’ Court heard how North made three 
calls to police dialling 999 using a mobile phone on Septem¬ 
ber 26. After arrest, she told police she did not know why she 
made the calls. 

Mr Gerry Vahey, defending, said she had alcohol problems 
and was now seeking help. 

District Judge Graham Wilkinson gave her a six-month 
community order with supervision and fined her £55. She 
must also pay £85 costs and £60 victim surcharge. 

He said: “That call has to be answered. People like you 
who make calls when drunk clog up the system. 

“999 is there for real emergencies and anyone who abuses 
it can expect to be severely dealt with.” 

He added that is she continued to abused the 999 system, 
she would be given a prison sentence. 

North pleaded guilty to persistently making use of com¬ 
munication network to cause inconvenience. 


Student guide 



Sixth former Nicholas Goodall has written a guide to help 
students achieve success, sold via a website 


RELATIONSHIPS, wealth 
and skills are among topics 
in a book written by a 
student to help other 
teenagers achieve their 
ambitions. 

Nicholas Goodall decided 
to write the The Student 
Manual: A Guide to Success, 
to share his ideas and experi¬ 
ences with others. The 18- 
year-old, who lives near 
Bromsgrove, is currently 
studying mathematics, 
further mathematics and 
physics at King Edward VI 
College in Stourbridge. 

Expand 

He wrote the book over 
the course of nearly four 
months before sending it off 
to be printed. 

A run of 2,000 copies of 


the book, priced £5, has been 
published. 

Mr Goodall hopes to 
expand on this in future and 
to update the volume as his 
own experience grows. The 
manual is designed to be a 
self-development book 
looking at four core topics of 
health, relationships, 
wealth and skills. 

Mr Goodall said: “I am 
very pleased and proud of 
the book. I first came up 
with the idea earlier this 
year. I wanted to share my 
own experiences and also 
ideas to help teenagers 
unlock their potential. It can 
be used by any student at 
any college.” 

Mr Goodall has also set up 
a website for the book at 
www.thestudentmanual.com 


Village gets off-peak train 
link after waiting 50 years 

MID-WORCESTERSHIRE MP Peter Luff will wave off the 
first train of a new off-peak service being introduced at 
Hartlebury, near Kidderminster, on Monday. 

Villagers claim that the launch of the first hourly off-peak 
train service in 50 years will help put the area back on the 
map. London Midland is planning to introduce the new 
services to and from Hartlebury, between 8.30am and 
4.30pm. Trains had only stopped at Hartlebury from 
Mondays to Saturdays between 6.30am and 8.30am and 
4.30pm until about 7pm. 

John Rutherford, who lives in Hartlebury and is a 
member of Stourbridge Line User Group said: “The Hartle¬ 
bury community has waited a long time for a proper train 
service.” 


End of an era as Earl of Dudley dies, aged 93 


THE 4th Earl of Dudley, who has died at the 
age of 93, was part of one of the West 
Midland’s most prosperous families. 

Renowned for his good manners and courtesy, 
he served during the Second World War and in 
peacetime was a successful businessman as well 
as being a skilled amateur actor and poet. 

Born on January 5, 1920, William Humble 
David Ward - known as Billy - was the latest in 
a family line key to the industrialisation of the 
Black Country. The Ward family had once lived in 
Dudley Castle and owned valuable coal assets 
including Baggeridge Colliery. 

During the 17th century the Ward family 
inherited the title Lords of Dudley and, following 
damage to Dudley Castle during the Civil War, 
Himley Hall became the principal family home. 

The Earl, who died on November 16, was 
brought up at Himley when the family then 
owned 30,000 acres in Staffordshire and Worces¬ 
tershire. He was son of William Ward, 3rd Earl of 
Dudley, a descendant of Humble Ward, raised to 
the peerage as Baron Ward in the 17th century. 

His great-grandfather, the 11th Lord Ward, 
became Viscount Ednam and Earl of Dudley in 


1860. A statue of the 11th Lord Ward stands at 
Castle Street in Dudley, a symbol of the family’s 
importance in the area. 

The Earl’s mother Lady Rosemary Millicent 
Sutherland-Leveson-Gower, only daughter of the 4th 
Duke of Sutherland, died in an air disaster in 1930. 

King 

During his early life at Himley, the estate 
hosted members of the Royal family. There was a 
close friendship between his father and the Duke 
of Windsor, formally King Edward VIII. The King 
spent his last weekend at Himley before his abdi¬ 
cation in 1936. The Duke became young William 
Ward’s godfather and Himley Hall also enter¬ 
tained the Duke and Duchess of Kent on their 
honeymoon in 1934. 

He won a scholarship to Eton and, aged 16, 
when known as Lord Ednam, an exhibition to 
Christ Church, Oxford. A highly promising aca¬ 
demic career was derailed when he contracted 
meningitis. His time at university was then inter¬ 
rupted by the Second World War. He saw action 
and was commissioned lieutenant in the 10th 
Royal Hussars (Prince of Wales’ Own), his 


father’s old regiment. During 1942 and 1943 he 
was aide-de-camp to the Viceroy of India. He was 
wounded in September 1944 serving in Italy. 

After the war, Lord Ednam joined the board of 
Round Oak Steelworks, iwhich had originally 
been founded as the Earl of Dudley’s Round Oak 
Works in 1897. 

He became the 4th Earl of Dudley following the 
death of his father in 1969. 

He was chairman of British Federal Welder and 
Machine, which had a plant in Birmingham New 
Road, Dudley. The Earl was also deputy chairman 
of Baggeridge Brick Company which was a sub¬ 
sidiary set up alongside the colliery. 

He had also sat in the House of Lords as a Con¬ 
servative until 1999. 

He was first married to Stella Carcano, daugh¬ 
ter of the Argentine Ambassador in London, and 
they had twin daughters and a son, Viscount 
Ednam, who succeeds as the 5th Earl of Dudley. 
They divorced in 1961. Later that year he 
married film star, Maureen Swanson. They had a 
son and five daughters. Until her death in 2011, 
the couple continued to entertain their wide 
circle of friends at their home in Kensington. 



The 4th Earl of Dudley - 
Billy Ward to his friends 


in your home for Christmas! 

Guaranteed. 


LARGE STOCKS STILL AVAILABLE FOR PRE CHRISTMAS DELIVERY 




(ousins 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester Free parking 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. Bll 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. Lar 9 e stocks 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 Instore Restaurant 



beyond expectation 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


expect much more than a furniture store 
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Funding is 
available to 
back social 
care ideas 

A £200,000 funding pot has 
been launched for commu¬ 
nity-minded businesses who 
believe they can make a dif¬ 
ference to adult social care 
and support services in 
Dudley borough. 

Dudley Council has 
launched round two of the 
Dudley Innovation Fund 
(DIF) to help people get 
ideas off the ground. 

The first phase was 
launched at the end of 2012 
when the council announced 
it was making £200,000 
available for small enter¬ 
prises, community groups 
and voluntary organisa¬ 
tions. Money was awarded to 
several small enterprises 
including Dudley Centre for 
Inclusive Living, MDH 
Support and Bread2Share. 

Since then the council has 
worked to identify where 
gaps exist in adult social care 
and services. Applicants for 
round two will be asked to 
consider how they can 
address these. 

There will be three 
strands to the fund. The first 
element is Kick Start, which 
offers grants of £500 to 
£2,000to develop or test an 
idea. The second element is 
progression funding which 
offers grants of up to 
£10,000 to implement an 
idea and the final new 
element for 2014 is the inno¬ 
vation bursary. 

People will be able to get 
advise at surgeries taking 
place on December 10 in 
Dudley, December 11 in 
Stourbridge or Halesowen 
and on December 14 in 
Netherton. Places need to be 
booked on 01384 815875. 


Decision due in new year 
over free meals on wheels 


A DECISION on whether free meals on wheels 
will be delivered to pensioners in Sandwell 
will be made in the new year. 

Sandwell Council is drawing up plans to benefit around 
100 elderly people as part of the shake-up. 

It is also proposed to expand the service, which would cost 


the council £200,000 a year, 
and it would allow residents 
the opportunity to pay for 
meals to be delivered to 
family members. 

Council leader Councillor 
Darren Cooper has said the 
move will help ease financial 
pressures on older people in 
the borough. 

Affordable 

He explained that at 
present the authority is 
looking at whether the pro¬ 
posals are affordable and as 
the council works through 
its detailed budget he hopes 
to make a final decision on 
whether the service can be 
offered. 

Councillor Cooper said: 
“We have looked at it, we 
haven’t concluded that we 
are going to do it, it is going 
to cost £200,000 to do it, but 
that is against the backdrop 
of the massive cuts. 

“I don’t want to put some¬ 
thing in place only to have to 
withdraw it because we 
cannot afford it. 

“What we are looking at is 
the long term whether it is 
feasible for us to do it. 

“We will be working 
towards setting the budget 
towards the end of 
January/February for the 


by Lisa Wright 

next financial year so I will 
be able to make an 
announcement on that then. 

“We would like to do it, we 
really would, but it is no 
good putting it in and having 
to withdraw it.” 

Around 100 people in the 
borough receive meals on 
wheels which are prepared 
in-house by the council, at a 
cost of around £6 per meal. 

The type and number of 
meals a customer receives 
depends on individual care 
plans and social care assess¬ 
ments. 

The council has also been 
looking at how to expand the 
meals on wheels service 
whereby people can pur¬ 
chase meals for relatives 
when they are away on 
holiday. 

Sandwell Council is being 
forced to save £100 million 
by 2017 due to Government 
cuts. 

The council was initially 
faced with making cuts of 
£75m by 2015. 

However, after the Chan¬ 
cellor’s Autumn Statement 
last year, it was revealed the 
authority would need to 
make cuts of £100 million by 
2017 - a further £25 million. 


Fairytale visitors open grotto 
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Fairytale VIPs Lucy Evans and Oliver Watton, stars of this year’s pantomime at Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre 
officially open Santa’s Grotto at Dudley Zoo with a little help from Santa himself and from Echo the Owl 


PANTO stars brought a touch of 
fairytale magic to the grand 
opening of a traditional Santa’s 
Grotto at Dudley Zoo, watched by 
hundreds of children and their 
parents. 

Former Coronation Street actress 
Lucy Evans and her pantomime co-star 
Oliver Watton visited Dudley Zoo on 
Tuesday to cut the ribbon on the 
popular annual attraction 

They have the lead roles of Princess 
Beauty and Prince Daniel in this year’s 
pantomime at Wolverhampton’s 
Grand Theatre. 


They arrived at the zoo in full fairy¬ 
tale costume to meet with families 
taking a tour around the grotto, which 
has been given a Sleeping Beauty 
theme this year. 

They were welcomed to the zoo by 
Father Christmas and barn owl Echo - 
with the bird perching on Lucy’s arm 
for the grand opening. 

Palace 

Part of the 11th century castle has 
been transformed into Sleeping 
Beauty’s Palace complete with an 
animal forest, antique spinning wheel 
and even a wedding scene. 


The grotto will run until Christmas 
Eve with demands for tickets already 
high. 

Lucy, better known as barmaid 
Lauren Wilson in Coronation Street, 
said she was very excited to open the 
grotto. 

“This is the fifth year I have played 
Sleeping Beauty in a production. I have 
been asked to open a grotto before but 
this one is extra special,” she said. 

“It is not often a grotto is actually 
based in a real castle and that adds an 
extra touch of magic. 

“It has been great meeting with 
everybody.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


M5 ‘wrong way’ 
driver is caught 

A WOMAN was arrested 
on suspicion of drink¬ 
driving yesterday after 
allegedly going the wrong 
way on the M5. 

The 26-year-old was 
also held on suspicion of 
dangerous driving at 
around 3am. 

She was allegedly 
spotted driving the wrong 
way on a slip road of the 
motorway by junction one 
for West Bromwich and 
was said to be twice the 
drink-drive limit. 

Officers launched their 
Christmas driving crack¬ 
down this week. 

Canal clean up 
needs helpers 

VEGETATION was cut 
back and iron bridges 
were repainted in a clean¬ 
up along a canal by a 
working party. 

The Coombeswood 
Canal Trust carried out 
the work along the Dudley 
Canal last month. 

The organisation holds 
regular clean-ups along 
the canal between Hawne 
Basin and Windmill End. 

Anyone interested in 
joining the tidy up effort 
should call 0121 5501355. 

Train tragedy 
woman named 

A MOTHER killed when 
hit by a train in Smeth¬ 
wick has been named as 
37-year-old Kiran Salim 
Siddiqi. 

An inquest has opened 
following the death of the 
mother-of-one from 
Wellington Road, Edgbas- 
ton, who died on Saturday 
near Smethwick Galton 
Bridge. 
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Express 

ti " Distribution 


aflet Distribution 
IN JANUARY! 


Simply telephone 

01902 319580 

or email 

leafletoffers@expressandstar.co.uk 


Part of the 

Express & Star 

Black Lake, West Bromwich, West Midlands B70 0QB 


to receive your discount. 

Offer ends 31/1/14 



Join this comprehensive tour and discover the 
delights of old Ceylon with its sacred caves, 
ancient temples and lost cities, ending with two 
days relaxing on one of Sri Lanka’s idyllic 
tropical beaches. Travel on return scheduled 
flights from London Heathrow and stay in 
charming hand-picked three-star hotels, with 
daily breakfast and dinner included. 

One of the first adventures on the itinerary is the famous 
Pinnawela Elephant Orphanage which boasts a herd of 
over 75 animals from matriarchs to calves and their daily 
bath in the river provides a stunning photo opportunity. 

Some of the other included tours are to the 600 foot 
granite tower called Sigiriya, or the Lion Rock, known for 
its ancient murals of ‘cloud maidens’; to Kandy, Sri 
Lanka’s last Royal capital; to the amazing cave temples of 
Dambulla, a UN World Heritage site; and to a well-known 
tea estate and spice garden, staying at the four-star Grand 
Hotel, originally the summer home of one of the 
Governors of Ceylon. 


Thirteen days 
Various departure dates 


PRICE INCLUDES: 


£1,799* 


For a different sort of experience, two nights are reserved 
at the Safari Hotel, which has a pool, bar and restaurant 
overlooking the Tiffa Lake. Just 45 minutes from the Yala 
National Park this is the base for an early morning start to 
the jeep safari in the hope of seeing leopard, elephants, 

1 “ saltwater crocodiles, wild boar, sloth bears, monitor lizards 
and a huge variety of birdlife. The three-star superior 
Palms Hotel in the beach resort of Beruwela is the final 
port of call, allowing for two days of rest and relaxation 
before the journey home. 


•Return flights 

•Nine nights half-board accommodation 
•Guided visits to Pinnawela elephant orphanage, 
Sigiriya Rock, Dambulla cave temples, 

•Kandy city tour and Botanical Gardens 
•Visit to a tea estate and spice garden 
•Jeep safari in Yala National Park 
•Galle city tour 

•Services of a Riviera tour manager 
•Single rooms subject to availability 
- supplement applies 

* various according to departure date please go to 
website for the latest prices 

Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430) 


We make sure they get into the RIGHT hands! 


For a brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am*5pm), or go to 
expressandstar.com/starextratravel Please read brochures/web pages for full information plus terms and conditions 
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New town centre store 
gets off to a good start 



Halesowen and Rowley Regis MP James Morris cuts the ribbon to open the new Londis 
store in Halesowen town centre helped by, left, Mayor of Dudley Councillor Alan Finch and 
watched by, right, Londis area manager Kevin Hoare, store owners Nav and Shiv Bawa 


ANEW supermarket has new jobs in the town centre. The store was officially 

opened in the former Wool- Shiv Bawa said that sales opened by Halesowen and 
worths site in Halesowen were promising and they Rowley Regis MP James 
town centre and its first were delighted to bring the Morris with Mayor of Dudley 
weeks of trading have been a Londis brand to customers in Councillor Alan Finch also 
success, say bosses. and around Halesowen. attending alongside Londis 

Couple Nav and Shiv Bawa They have plans to extend representatives and specially 
are owners of the Londis the services available from invited guests from the local 
store which has created four the convenience store. community. 


' Hypocrisy' jibe as 
councillors argue 
over benefit cuts 


LEADING councillors have been 
accused of ‘hypocritical politics’ 
by failing to follow the results of a 
consultation when hard-pressed 
families demanded proposals to 
cut council tax benefits be 
scrapped. 

But the Labour administration of Dudley 
Council hit back at their Conservative oppo¬ 


nents for voting for even harsher cuts than 
initially tabled. 

Thousands of households in Dudley will 
pay up to an extra £85 a year in council tax 
under new reforms. 

Around 17,000 families would be affected 
by the changes which will hit those who get 
help to pay their council tax. 

Tory Councillor Tim Wright, speaking at 
Monday night’s full council meeting, said: 
“Talk about disingenuous politics, or hypo- 


Tip top tap troupe 



Kate Whitewood with fellow fundraising dancers Chyna 
Chambers, Amy Whitewood, Chanelle Scarlett, Diane 
Chalk, Sam Steatham and Chloe Eve Hale 

DANCERS put on their tap shoes to raise cash for a good 
cause with some learning routines for the very first time 
especially for the event. 

Groups based at the Sapphire Dance Studios, in Oldbury, 
have been practising for four months to get their steps right 
for the tap-a-thon event held recently. 

It is staged at dance schools across the country at the very 
same time as a record-breaking attempt to have as many 
dancers doing the same steps at the same time. 

And groups at the studios raised £550 from their efforts 
which will be donated to Children in Need. 

Teacher 

Members of the adult group the Tappy Mondays learned 
the routine especially for the event. For many it was the first 
time they had learned to dance. 

Other groups taking part were the Baby Ballet and To the 
Pointe. 

They were all taught by dance teacher Kate Whitewood. 

The routine lasted for six minutes - the same steps 
repeated twice over with dancers performing to the Robbie 
Williams’ song Candy. 

Kate said it had been great to see all of the dancers per¬ 
forming at the same time. 


critical politics - the party 
opposite said they would go 
out and consult, and consult 
and consult, which they 
have done. 

“Have they listened, no.” 

It comes after the govern¬ 
ment scrapped the national 
council tax benefit scheme 
in April, leaving local 
authorities to decide 
whether residents should 
get money off. 

Councils have been given 
a 10 per cent cut in funding 
for the new scheme. 

Councillors drew up pro¬ 
posals on whether to absorb 
council tax cuts, or reduce 
payouts by either 8.5 per 
cent or 20 per cent. 

Around three quarters of 
people who responded to the 
consultation demanded 
payouts remained at the 
same level. 

But Dudley Council’s 
leadership is pursuing plans 
to implement a 8.5 per cent 
cut to benefits payouts - 
with pensioners, disabled 
and children, pensioners 
and lone parents with a child 
under five receiving some 
protection. 

This arrangement could 
be extended past 2015 but 
may also rise to 20 per cent. 

Opposition Conservative 
party leader, Councillor 
Patrick Harley, said the 
authority should have 
looked at a cut of 20 per cent 
immediately. 

Councillor Pete Lowe, 
cabinet member for finance, 
previously said the council 
had no option. 

“It is frustrating and it is 
not something that we 
would want to do by choice 
but we have no option after 
the decision by the Govern¬ 
ment,” he said. 




SUMMERHILL 

Bathrooms 


Trust the experts... 

www.summerhillbathrooms.co.uk 
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QUALITY 
MODERN 
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Pan, cistern, pedestal, . 

500 basin & soft close 
seat. 
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£139 
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SALE £900 
price 

INCLUDES: Furniture, semi 
recess basin, concealed 
cistern, back to wall pan & 
deluxe soft close seat. 
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ENCLOSURES 

SILVER STERLING 



800/900 
or 1000mm 

includes base & waste 

25YR 

GUARANTEE 


P and L SHAPED BATHS 
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bath, front panel, 
• bath screen with 

safety glass and 
towel rail. 


NOW ONLY 
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RADIATORS 



Straight Chrome 
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600x1100 £85 
Curved Chrome 
600 x 800 £85 
600x1100 £99 


‘TOP QUALITY’ 

CHROME 
TAP SET 


b 
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£99 


TAKE AWAY TODAY 


Chrome on solid brass 
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technology 

while stocks last 
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Soft close doors 
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vitreous basin. 
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450 £ 109 
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Book Your Christmas Party or Your Christmas Lunch 

NEW MENU 
JT’S BRASSE RI E 
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Why lev Walk, Langley 
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E: info@jtbrasserie.com 
Full Carvery every Sunday 

Please check out our website for other days a 

www.crosswells.co.uk 

Live Sport, Pool, Masters Pub Poker, Entertainment, 
Beer, Garden, Baby Changing Station, Disabled Access & 
Facilities, Large Car Park 

Function Room to hire for your special occasion 

SATURDAY 7TII DECEMBER 
50% OFF DAY - For all meals at J T Brasserie 

Find us on Facebook crosswells@btinternet.com 
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New luxury 
cinema at 
The Mailbox 

A LUXURY cinema will open 
at The Mailbox in Birming¬ 
ham as part of a wider £50 
million revamp of the comp¬ 
lex. Everyman Cinemas will 
open a three-screen, 12,000 
sq ft cinema towards the end 
of 2014. 

The company currently 
operate 10 cinemas across 
London, the South East and 
Leeds, but The Mailbox will 
be its first in the Midlands. It 
will feature a fully-licensed 
bar with fine wines, beers 
and cocktails and food. 

Andrew Myers, CEO of 
Everyman Media Group pic 
said: “At Everyman we select 
our locations incredibly 
carefully. We’ve been really 
impressed with the redevel¬ 
opment planss.” 

Work started in the sum¬ 
mer to prepare for a £50 
million revamp of The Mail¬ 
box with improved public 
areas and a facelift for the 
shops carried out before the 
its relaunch in 2015. 


Elderly woman 
hurt in robbery 

AN ELDERLY woman has 
been recovering in hospital 
with a broken leg after being 
robbed on a Sandwell street. 

She was walking along 
Park Road in Bearwood 
shortly after 11am on Nov¬ 
ember 28 when she 
approached by a young man 
who grabbed her bag from 
her shoulder and ran away. 
The woman, who is in her 
80s, fell to the ground in the 
incident. Her attacker, 
described as a slim, around 
5ft 2ins tall, in his 20s and 
wearing dark clothing, ran 
towards Lightwoods Hill. 


Care bosses look to recruit 
50 staff for part-time roles 


A NEW care company has opened in Sandwell 
and is looking to recruit 50 new staff. Home 
Instead Senior Care is based at Hawthorns 
House on Halfords Lane, West Bromwich. 

Its bosses Ram Singh and Kim Brom, a former 
councillor, are looking to fill part-time roles. The firm 
says it wants to provide ‘the antidote’ to 15-minute 
care visits which they claim are ‘unworkable and 


unacceptable’. 

All visits will last at least 
one hour, the company has 
pledged. Mr Singh, aged 
46, of Handsworth Wood, 
said the firm would match 
up carers with clients one- 
on-one. 

The idea is to give the 
clients the most person¬ 
alised service. 

It has the knock-on 
effect of allowing carers to 
match up their hours to 
their clients’ preferences 
so it suits both people’s 
schedule. 

Needs 

The father-of-two said: 
“By giving our caregivers 
sufficient time on their 
visits to client’s homes we 
are allowing them to focus 
on the individual’s needs, 
whether that’s providing 
help with personal care, 
meal preparation, shop¬ 
ping, taking medication or, 
to meet one of the most 
important, yet often 
under-valued needs, that 
of companionship.” 

Mr Singh previously 
worked in IT, while his 
wife, who was formerly a 
councillor in East 


by Alex Homer 

Handsworth and Lozells, is 
a qualified pharmacist. 

Mrs Brom said her own 
experience of caring for 
members of her family 
inspired their view of ‘good 
care’. 

She said: “When my gran 
was very poorly we became 
only too aware of the 15 
minute, one-size-fits-all- 
service and it was very 
upsetting, we were lucky as 
we were able to care for her 
at home. 

“We realised there had to 
be a better way and that’s 
why we understand the 
value of well-trained, com¬ 
passionate caregivers and 
the importance of allowing 
a sensible amount of time 
for their visits.” 

The company will 
provide services to people 
across Great Barr and West 
Bromwich, wider 

Sandwell, North West 
Birmingham and East 
Walsall. 

For more information 
ring 0121 270 5650 or visit 
www.homeinstead.co.uk/g 
reatbarrandwest 
bromwich 


Write way for fans to meet Adam 



Writer Adam Creed spoke to fans about his latest book Kill And Tell at a meet the author event at Oldbury Library 


FANS of a popular crime writer had the only heard from the author, but also “The response we’ve had so far has 
chance to meet him and discuss his had a chance to get a copy of his book been really encouraging,” said Mrs 
books at an event in Oldbury. signed. Diane Edlin, stock manager at Edlin. Previous crime authors to visit 

Around 25 people turned out to meet Oldbury Library, said: “We had some the borough’s libraries include, award- 
Adam Creed, the Lancashire-born really interesting questions and a good winning writer Belinda Bauer who 
author of crime novels including discussion.” visited the nearby Bleakhouse Library 

Willing Flesh and Pain of Death at the The Meet the Author event at the at the start of the year. The next such 

library in Halesowen Street. The visit library is part of a new project to allow event is due to take place early in the 
comes as he prepares to launch his people to meet and discuss some of new year. For details on events visit 
latest book Kill and Tell. Visitors not their favourite reads with novelists, www.sandwell. gov.uk/libraries 


Pledge on 
blunders by 
health staff 

STAFF at a health trust 
blighted by serious blunders 
in the space of a year are 
‘intensely frustrated’ by the 
failures and have vowed to 
cut out the errors. 

An external inquiry has 
been commissioned by chiefs 
at Sandwell and West Birm¬ 
ingham Hospitals NHS 
Trust to prevent a repeat of 
the ‘never events’, which 
include two in the last 
month. 

But bosses have since 
revealed they have acted 
before the inquiry gets 
under way, putting in place a 
series of measures. 

That move comes in the 
wake of the wrong patient 
coming forward for eye 
surgery - and surgeons 
going ahead with the proce¬ 
dure on the incorrect 
patient. 

None of the patients 
involved in the ‘never 
events’ complained to the 
trust but medical director 
Dr Roger Stedman said he 
was ‘anxious’ to ensure 
safety standards improved. 

Toby Lewis, chief execu¬ 
tive at the hospital trust, 
was keen to stress that no 
harm came to the patients. 


Wildlife campaign 

AN MP has pledged support 
for a campaign against 
wildlife crime. Warley MP 
John Spellar MP attended 
the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare’s ‘Criminal 
Nature’ event at the 
Commons. Robbie Mars- 
land, UK Director of IFAW, 
saidd: “We are witnessing 
iconic species such as ele¬ 
phants, tigers and rhinos 
being brought to the brink of 
extinction.” 



Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning 
returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 


*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single room supplements apply. 


Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 
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L London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee 
performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner and a disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening 
performance. 

For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and 
Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday 
evening performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 


For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 

or go expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 





































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 05 2013 Page 19 



Express & Star Shop 

Advertisement feature 



Welcome to the 

Express & Star Christmas Shop 

Whether you’re almost prepared for Christmas, or if you tend to leave it all until the last minute as so many of us do, we’re sure you’ll find what you need at www. 
expressandstarshop.co.uk. Within the next four pages you will find a range of gifts for your loved ones, from the pretty to the practical and all with fantastic savings - 
there really is something for everyone! We’ve also included a selection of our bestselling homeware items - whether you have family or friends staying for Christmas 
or are just looking to spruce up your home, these are our top picks to keep you cosy and warm all winter long. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everyone at Express & Star Shop! 



4-IN-1 MIDI HI-FI TT 

Code D5618 Black - D5619 Silver £159.99 RRP £199.99 Save £40 - GF666 Spare stylus £9.99 



Making your soup from start to finish in as little as 25 minutes, 
simply add fresh ingredients of your choice, switch on and select 
whether you would like chunky or thin soup. Built-in blending blades 
also allow the soup maker to be used solely as a blender for making 
smoothies, purees and dips. A cookbook with recipes specially 
adapted for your soup maker is also available for just £5.99. 


This modern hi-fi has a 20 station memory AM/FM radio, 3 CD player, vinyl turntable and twin cassette deck. 



COMPACT SEWING MACHINE 

Code D6584 £49.99 RRP £99.99 Save £50 

This attractive and compact sewing machine is perfect for 
beginners and experienced sewers alike. Its lightweight design, 
carry bag and handy spool drawer makes it easily portable. 



D5670 Silver D5859Red D6334Blue D5849 Black D6335 Red Dot 


ALUMINIUM WALLETS 

Only £12.99 RRP £19.99 - BUY TWO FOR £19.99 

These stylish wallets slip easily into the pocket and protect your cards 
from fraudsters scanning equipment, bending and scratching. Holds 
up to 12 cards and notes. 


D5598 Black - D6360 Cream - D6361 Silver - D7205 Cookbook 


LADIES 

EPILATOR 

Code D5714 £19.99 RRP 
£49.99 Save £30 

Providing high speed 
epilation to remove 
hair instantly from 
underarms, legs, upper 
lip, cheeks and chin. 
Compact and cordless. 
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GIFTS for him 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 



CHURCHILL SLIPPERS 

£34.95 - Buy two for £60 

These superb Churchill gentlemen’s mules and slippers are hand crafted using the 
finest nappa leathers and finished to the highest standards. 

The soft leather uppers provide comfort your feet will thank you for. 


Grecian Brown 
Wool lined (BV905) 


Choose from the Outdoor Mule with a rugged hardwearing sole and a fully padded 
insole, suitable for indoor and outdoor wear, the Albert with a soft leather lining or the 
Grecian with its wool lining. 

Available in sizes: 5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13 and 14. 






This contemporary, slimline music centre is superbly styled and boasts an 
amazing six functions to suit all your musical needs. There is a turntable for all of 
your 33s, 45s and 78s, an AM/FM radio with a fine-tuning dial and integral aerial 
for perfect reception and a front-loading CD player with bright, crystal-clear 
LCD display and backlit controls. There’s even a handy cassette deck for you to 
enjoy your favourite tape recordings. 


The integrated USB connection and PC software allows you to record and 
store your much-loved songs and albums to your PC so you can play them 
on your MP3 player. Also included is an aux-in function that allows you to play 
other devices through your music centre using the stereo speakers included. 
Available in black or cherry, the hi-fi measures 37 x 31 x 19cm and includes 
speakers measuring 23 x 15 x 13cm. 

D6618 Hi-Fi System - Black 
D6619 Hi-Fi System - Cherry 
GF666 Spare Stylus £9.99 



REMINGTON HYPERFLEX SHAVER 



Remington | 


£59.99 RRP £129.99 Save £70 


The latest in precision technology, 
this cordless Remington shaver 
is designed to give you a closer, 
smoother shave. Featuring 
Remington’s revolutionary 
titanium coated blades, it uses 
HyperFlex technology flexible 
neck, active XL shaver head and 
twin track blades to follow the 
angles of your neck, chin and jaw 
line perfectly. This wet and dry 
shaver can also be used in the 
shower and there’s even a pop up 
trimmer for precision detailing. 
Featuring a long lasting Lithium 
Ion battery, the shaver 
provides 60 minutes of usage 
on a full charge. 


To clean, simply wash under a 
running tap. 


Comes complete with travel 
pouch, charging stand, plus two 
year manufacturer’s warranty. 



THERMAL LINED CHINOS 

£29.99 - BUY ONE PAIR GET ANY OTHER PAIR FREE 

With classic chino styling, two slant pockets, belt 
loops and two back button pockets these traditional 
favourites provide the perfect solution for the colder 
seasons. An additional hidden expanding waist offers 
an extra two inches of give, enabling you to move and 
stretch with ease. 

All trousers are available in waist sizes: 32” 34” 36” 38” 
40” 42” 44” 46” and 48”. Leg sizes: 27”, 29”, 31”, 33”. 



SEIKO 


CROSSWORD SOLVER 


Code D6447 £32.99 RRP £34.99 Save £2 


Word phrases and anagrams all become clear with this Seiko Oxford 
crossword solver. With a 250,000 word database from the Oxford 
Crossword Dictionary, you can find the answers you are looking for in 
seconds. It’s packed full of features. Check a name, date or fact and search 
through its 256 general knowledge lists for the answer. 


The 250,000 word spellchecker provides instant phonetic correction, plus 
there’s 10 word games, a thesaurus with over 2.5 million synonym links, 
an abbreviation solver and an imperial metric converter featuring lengths, 
weights, temperature and liquid measures. If that’s not enough, it’s a 
calculator with memory and percent functionality. Presented in an attractive 
desktop case with large high contrast display, clear fonts, large buttons and 
auto power off. Batteries included. 



^Better 

For a better way of life 


C128 Men’s diabetic socks £19.99 
C209 Ladies diabetic socks £19.99 


ZENNOX 
8-24X50 ZOOM 
BINOCULARS 


DIABETIC SOCKS FOR MEN AND 


E19.99-F0R FIVE PAIRS 

Recommended for diabetes, arthritis, obesity or 
tired and swollen feet. Breathable and flexible, they 
will stay in place all day and have minimal seams 
for perfect comfort. 

Made from: 66% cotton, 31% polyamide and 
3% lycra elastomer. 

Men’s pack includes two pairs of black, two navy 
and one grey, to fit sizes 6-11. 

Ladies pack includes two pairs of black, one navy 
one blue and one beige, to fit sizes 3-8. 


£29.99 RRP £99.99 Save £70 

These amazing 
binoculars feature 
a zoom dial that 
allows you to zoom 
from 8x to up to 24x 
magnification at the 
touch of a button, giving a 
phenomenal 2400% magnification. 

What’s more the huge 50mm 
objective lenses combined with top quality prism 
system provide crystal clear vision, every time - even 
in low light! Encased in a strong rubber armoured body and complete 
with protective lens covers. Using a tripod will enhance performance. 
Comes complete with carry case, lens cleaning cloth and neck strap. 
Dimensions (W) 19 x (FI) 20 x (D) 8cm. 

Code D5879 



3.5” MIF 
LCD TV 


Watch and record Freeview TV and have music and movies in the palm 
of your hand with this compact 3.5 inch digital TV and multimedia player. 
Load a micro SD card with your favourite programmes, movies or music 
and you have an instant portable cinema or MP3 player. Includes built-in 
radio and 0.8W speaker, holding stand for table viewing, volume control 
and headphone port. Measures just 11 x 7.5 x 1.5cm. 8GB SD card 
available separately for £14.99. 


£79.99 RRP £99.99 Save £20 


D5741 Mini TV £79.99 D5738 SD Card £14.99 


Express & Star Order online at expressandstarshop.co.uk 
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GIFTS for her 



LADIES COMFORT SHOES 

£29.99 - BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 

The brand new Pili Pala range of ladies shoes is a 
must-have for the autumn wardrobe. Modern and 
stylish, these ultra-lightweight shoes feature a flexible 
and padded sole for all day long comfort. 

Available in six great designs; choose from a modern 
wedge, classic Mary Jane touch-fasten strap, ballet 
pump with bow detail, crocodile effect loafer, metallic 
buckle pumps and classic loafer. 

Choose any two pairs in any style, size or colour for 
£29.99. 

Upper: man-made. Insole: leather. Sole: man-made. 
Sizes: 3,4, 5,6, 7,8. 



4 


SI 41BR 
BROWN 





|^V 


fiI t 



i 


S140BY 

BURGUNDY 



vs 




HEATED FOOT MASSAGER 



£24.99 RRP £39.99 Save £15 


If you suffer with cold, tired and aching feet, this foot 
warmer will help by warming your feet and improving 
circulation. With a cosy micro fibre ‘teddy’ fleece 
lining, the handset allows you to choose between 
high and low heat settings. It also has a choice of 
high and low massage settings, allowing you to enjoy 
a gentle or invigorating massage. The massage and 
heat settings can be used together, or independently 
when required and the removable polyester lining is 
washable at 30 degrees. Mains powered. 

Code D5194 



£24.99 RRP £47.40 Save over £22 

These calf length, loose top socks are manufactured without elastic by leading 
brand HJ Hall to ensure a comfortable wear and leave no unsightly marks 
on the skin or pinch calves or ankles. They will gently hold up without any 
discomfort or pain. Supplied in a pack of 12 assorted colours, they are made 
of 80% cotton and 20% nylon. Choose from two pack options: C215 contains 
3 black, 3 navy, 2 damson, 2 oatmeal and 2 denim; C216 contains 3 black, 3 
navy, 2 ecru, 2 denim and 2 raspberry. Ladies size 4-7. 


COSY WINTER ONESIES 

£19.99 RRP £39.99 Save £29 

This seasons ultimate must have, our onesies are 
made from luxuriously soft fleece to keep you 
warm all winter long. Perfect for lazing around 
the house, the front zip design makes them 
easy to put on and so comfortable you’ll a 
not want to take them off! The perfect 
Christmas gift for yourself, or loved 
one they feature elasticated leg and 
sleeve cuffs and two front zip pockets 
for keeping essential items close to 
hand and easy to find. Fully machine /! 
washable, you can choose from 
striking pink and black stripe, pink 
multicolour polka dot or purple and 
white polka dot. 



Made from 100% polyester and 
available in sizes 8/10,12/14,16/18, 
20/22, 24/26. 


Purple, white dot 
D6831, size 8/10 
D6846, size 12/14 
D6847, size 16/18 
D6848, size 20/22 
D6849, size 24/26 



Pink, black stripe 
D6855, size 8/10 
D6856, size 12/14 3 
D6857, size 16/18 ■ 

D6858, size 20/22 ^ 

D6859, size 24/26 


Pink, multi dots 
D6850, size 8/10 
D6851, size 12/14 
D6852, size 16/18 
D6853, size 20/22 
D6854, size 24/26 




The BodyTech Exercise Bike is the perfect beginners exercise bike to help 
lose weight, burn calories and tone up. A built in computer monitor measures 
time, speed, distance and calories, so you can keep track of your progress. 
Developed from high quality, durable materials it is designed to allow for 
comfortable and reliable usage. Easy to follow instructions are included. This 
product comes with a one year guarantee. 

Features include: 

• Adjustable saddle height • Adjustable resistance levels 

• Foot pedals with straps • Dimensions: H 110cm x L 82cm x W 51 cm 

• Computer monitors: time, speed, distance and calories used 

• Maximum user weight: 100kg 

Code D6703 




Title(M r/M rs/M iss/Ms)_ 

Address_ 


Return to: Express & Star Shop (35649), P0 Box 87, Brecon, LD3 3BE 


Tel. (for queries only)_ 


I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG Airflo for E_ 

Or please debit my card £_ LH Mastercard mi v^a mi Maestro Issue No._ 

My card number is: 


PLEASE SEND ME 


Express & Star 

Ordering is so easy 

Complete your order on the form provided and return it to 
Express & Star Shop 35649, P0 Box 87, Brecon, LD3 3BE. 

You can also place your order on your own notepaper. 

If you are a MASTERCARD, VISA or MAESTRO cardholder, you can 
call our sales order hotline on 0871 911 7011* quoting offer code 35649 
seven days a week. 

When ordering, we suggest you write down your order beforehand as 
this makes the order process even quicker. 

Web: www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 

All orders are normally delivered by private courier service within 7 days. 

If you have not received your order within 21 days please notify us. 

‘Calls cost 10p pm from a BT landline. You may be charged a connection fee. Mobile & other providers’ charges may vary. Offer applies to UK mainland only. Subject to availability. Allow up to 7 working days for delivery. Price will be refunded if item is returned unused within 10 working days of receipt. For shoe and clothing items only, price will be refunded if unused items are returned (in mint condition) within 30 days. 
Goods supplied and fulfilled by BVG-Airflo Ltd. When you respond, Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box ■ if you do not want to hear 
from selected third parties and ticking this box ■ if you do not want to hear from Midland News Association Ltd. Full terms at www.expressandstarshop.co.uk. 


Start | | 1/1 | I Expiry | | |/| | j Security r 
date: I—I—I'I—I—I date: I—I—I'I—I—I Number: L 


Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, Highlands and Islands 
Channel Islands, Scilly Isles & Eire 


Timed, Express & International Deliveries from £6.45 


For customers ordering via the internet or telephone we offer a range of timed, express and 
international delivery services. Please order online or telephone to use these services. 
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PREPARE for guests 


DELUXE FOLDING GUEST BED 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 
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£129.99 RRP £179.99 Save £50 *PH jpjij; 

Convenient yet comfortable, this folding guest bed provides 
practical extra sleeping space for any visitors to your home. Easy to 
move and store, the sturdy frame, slatted base and the 4 inch deep 
mattress combine to ensure a great night’s sleep for guests of all 
ages. 

When your guests leave, you can simply fold the bed into an 
upright position and roll it away on its castors to store away neatly. 
Measuring 79cm (W) x 186cm (H) x 38cm (D) open and 73cm (W) x 
106cm (H) x 30cm (D) closed it’s the ideal addition to any home. 

When not in use you can discreetly store your guest bed away 
using one of our great covers to protect your bed. Choose from 
a bespoke fabric cover that slips neatly over your bed, or one of 
our attractive wooden cupboards that allow your bed to blend 
seamlessly into the room as though it were a cabinet. 

Available in light oak or mahogany, each cabinet measures: W92 x 
H114 x D37cm. and slides neatly away from the wall to allow access 
to the bed. 


Description 

Code 

RRP 

Price 

Deluxe folding guest bed 

D6680 

£179.99 

£129.99 

Guest bed fabric cover 

D6681 

£9.99 

£9.99 

Cabinet - Light oak 

D6733 

£129.99 

£99.99 

Cabinet - Mahogany 

D6734 

£129.99 

£99.99 



OSCILLATING 1200W 
HALOGEN HEATERS 

£39.99 - BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 

State-of-the-art halogen 
tubes are built into this 
beautifully composite 
moulded, ‘cool-touch’ 
casing mounted on a clever 
oscillating base to fill any 
room with warmth within 
minutes. 

Running costs are from 
an amazing five pence an 
hour and the simple one- 
touch operating buttons 
provide three levels of heat 
(400W/800W/1200W). 

Use it safely in most parts of 
the home thanks to the built-in 
overheat protection, grill 
security and anti-fall security 
features. 




rvi 


ENERGY 

SAVING 

PRODUCT 



Cosy fleece lining 


From £24.99 Save £10 

Fitting easily under your sheets these luxurious electric blankets heat up 
quickly, providing constant warmth across the mattress sleeping area. 
Keeping you lovely and warm on the coldest of nights, they feature three 
heat settings, a heat level indicator and removable power cords for hand 
washing. The blankets are made using high quality materials and are 
available in a choice of soft standard polyester lining or cosy fleece lining 
and come in three sizes; single, double and king. 

The single blanket is heated by a 50W element and comes with a 
detachable controller, while the double and king sizes feature two 50W 
elements and two controllers, allowing you to always keep your half of the 
bed at the perfect temperature. 
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From £19.99 Save up to £40 


Enjoy all the comfort and quality of a night in a five star hotel without leaving your home with 
these sumptuous Hotel Collection duvets. This deluxe bedding is non allergenic and its 
plush, super soft micro fibre casing and hollow fibre filling is wonderfully lightweight without 
compromising on comfort and warmth, making for a blissful night’s sleep all year round. 

Our duvets are long lasting and designed with stitched sections to retain their plumped 
shape and luxurious feel. Available in a choice of single, double, king or super king and 
offered in three levels of warmth; 10.5,13.5 and 15 tog. A twin pack of cosy micro fibre 
pillows can be added to your order for £19.99. Machine washable. 


From £49.99 Save up to £30 

There’s nothing better than natural sunlight to brighten up 
your home and your mood. Now thanks to our range of special 
daylight lamps, you can enjoy that same clean bright natural 
sunlight effect all year round. It’s also great for hobbies such as 
needlework, model making and painting, helping to make colours 
more true to life and improving contrast. 


Standard 

Code 

RRP 

Price 

Fleece 

Code 

RRP 

Price 

Single 

D6671 

£34.99 

£24.99 

Single 

D6674 

£44.99 

£34.99 

Double 

D6672 

£44.99 

£34.99 

Double 

D6675 

£59.99 

£49.99 

King 

D6673 

£54.99 

£44.99 

King 

D6676 

£69.99 

£59.99 


Product 

Single 

Double 

King 

S/King 

Pillow x 2 


10.5 tog 
D5752 
D5753 
D5754 
D5755 
D5785 


RRP 

£32.99 

£42.99 

£54.99 

£64.99 

£29.99 


Price 

£19.99 

£29.99 

£32.99 

£34.99 

£19.99 


13.5 tog 
D6094 
D6095 
D6096 


RRP 

£39.99 

£49.99 

£64.99 

£74.99 


Price 

£21.99 

£31.99 

£34.99 

£36.99 


15 tog 


D6100 

D6101 


RRP 

£42.99 

£54.99 

£69.99 

£79.99 


Product 

Code 

RRP 

Price 

Price Daylight Table Lamp - Steel 

D3943 

£79.99 

£49.99 

£24.99 Daylight Floor Lamp - Steel 

D3944 

£99.99 

£69.99 

£32.99 Daylight Table Lamp - Brass 

D5553 

£79.99 

£49.99 

£36 99 Daylight Floor Lamp - Brass 

D5552 

£99.99 

£69.99 

£39.99 Spa,eBulh 

D3948 


£4.99 




LUXURY FEATHER 
MATTRESS TOPPER 

From only £39.99 Save up to £40 

Turn your existing mattress into a real feather bed - in 
an instant. This beautifully soft, 100% white duck 
feather mattress topper will add comfort to your existing 
mattress. 

Wonderfully warm, it’s absolute heaven to relax and 
sleep on. Its deep-filled ‘high loft’ pockets of top quality, 
white duck feather provide gentle, restful support and will 
keep you cosy through the chilliest of nights. Its 100% 
pure cotton cover is smooth and soft to the touch and 
the elastic retainer straps in each corner help to keep the 
topper firmly in place. To add more comfort, you can also 
purchase a matching feather pillow for just £9.99. 


PORTABLE DEHUMIDIFIER 
'*■ VTU ''w 



Product 

Code 

RRP 

Price 

3” Single topper 

D2307 

£59.99 

£39.99 

3” Double topper 

D2308 

£79.99 

£59.99 

3” King topper 

D2309 

£99.99 

£69.99 

3” S/king topper 

D5956 

£109.99 

£79.99 

Pillow 

D2303 

£12.99 

£9.99 


Product ! 

Code 

1 RRP 

Price 

5” Single topper j 

D6555 

I £79.99 

£59.99 

5” Double topper j 

D6556 

j £99.99 

£79.99 

5” King topper : 

D6557 

| £119.99 

£89.99 



From £39.99 Save up to £20 

Simply place this compact 60W dehumidifier in any room affected 
by damp, plug in and let it do the rest. Once its 500ml capacity is 
reached it automatically shuts off. Just slide out the removable tank, 
pour away the water and replace. No mess, no fuss, no expensive 
refills. Mains powered. Measures 22 x 13 x 12cm. Also available is our 
new large capacity portable 75W dehumidifier, measuring just 34 x 
22 x 17cm and boasts a 1.5 litre water tank. 

D2676 60W Dehumidifier £39.99 RRP £49.99 
D3812 75W Dehumidifier £49.99 RRP £69.99 


Express & Star Order online at expressandstarshop.co.uk ■! 
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MUSIC 

Folk getting festive with 
concerts over Christinas 


THERE are a great many 
festive folk treats around the 
Midlands to get you into and 
keep the Christmas spirit 
going well into the New Year. 

Angel-voiced Yorkshire singer Kate 
Rusby brings her ever-popular Christ¬ 
mas show to the Civic Hall, Wolver¬ 
hampton on December 7. 

Kate will be delighting her audience 
with a blend of traditional and local to 
Yorkshire Christmas songs. 

The Magical Christmas Tree 
Tour will be bringing its own festivi¬ 
ties to the Newhampton Folk Club in 
Whitmore Reans, Wolverhampton on 
December 21. 

The club meets in the upper room of 
the Newhampton pub, Riches Street 
and tickets are £9 in advance and £10 
on the door. The show starts at 8.30pm. 

Distinctive 

Award-winning Welsh singer, TV 
and radio presenter Cerys Matthews 
will be bringing her distinctive sound 
to the Birmingham Town Hall on 
December 18 and there is even some 
free folk thrown in the following day 
from Chris Tye who will be in the foyer 
of Symphony Hall, Birmingham. 

Bella Hardy will be bringing her 
own award-winning style to the 
Newhampton Arts Centre, Dunkley 
Street, Whitmore Reans, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton on December 20 as part of her 
Bright Morning Star tour. Tickets are 
£12.50 ex booking fee and the show 
starts at 8pm. 

The Paul O’Brien Family Band 

will be playing together for the first 
time since leader Paul emigrated to 
Canada, at the Red Lion Folk Club in 
King’s Heath, Birmingham on Decem¬ 
ber 18. 

The Dirty Old Folkers are putting 
on their adult Christmas pantomime 
Mother Goose at the Kitchen Garden 
Cafe, Birmingham on December 16 
and will feature festive singalongs. 



Kate Rusby is coming to Wolves 


Tickets are £12 and doors open 7pm. At 
the same venue on December 18 there 
is a storytelling cafe which features, 
Christmas Crackers, Mayhem and 
Cheer. Doors open at 6.30pm and the 
stories start at 7.30pm, tickets are £7. 

The Common Folk Club in Pelsall, 
Walsall is staging a Christmas Party 
with Sons Of Professor Longhair 
which features a bring ‘n’ share buffet 
or a donation for food on December 19. 
The club meets at Pelsall Cricket and 
Sports Club, Walsall Road. 

Katie Fitzgerald’s pub, Enville 
Street, Stourbridge will be staging the 
Acoustic Brew Christmas Party on 
Sunday December 22 in the cellar bar. 

The Lighthouse Folk Club, Hale¬ 
sowen is staging their Christmas Party 
on December 19. 

The club meets at Rowley & Black- 



Cerys Matthews, Town Hall show 


heath Labour Club, Hawes Lane, 
Rowley Regis. 

Meanwhile the Bromsgrove Folk 
Club has its Christmas party on 
December 9 with an acoustic night 
entrance is £2 for members, £4 for vis¬ 
itors and £1 for under-21s. 

The Unicorn Folk Club at Wheaton 
Aston is celebrating its 28th Christ¬ 
mas with The Deacons on December 
20 while Brewood Acoustic Music Club 
will be enjoying its festive celebrations 
with Peter Kelly and his wide range of 
songs old and new on December 19. 

The Chase Folk Club, at the 
Foresters Tavern, Ogley Hay Road, 
Boney Hay, Burntwood is hosting 
Gary and Vera Aspey on Friday 
December 20. 

Danny Farragher 



DAVID WITHERS BUTCHERS 

Established 1990 

From field to plate with complete integrity in the supply chain 


♦ Pork and Flavoured Sausages 

♦ Award Winning Pork Pies 

♦ Hot Eating Pies and Pasties 

♦ Homemade Burgers 

♦ Home Reared Beef 

♦ Home Reared Lamb 

♦ Locally Sourced Pork 

♦ Range of Cold Cooked Meats 

ORDERS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR 
YOUR CHRISTMAS POULTRY 

ASK ABOUT OUR SAVERS CLUB - SPREAD THE COSTS 


1 St Kenelms Road, Romsley B62 ONU ® 01562 710422 





The Tour 2014 


Alfie Boe 


tirttlffcCt 


It ’s all 

HAPPENING 


THEOSMOWPS 
DAVID ESSEX 
SHOWADDTWADDY 

i as *»trt iwj ucnvsT 

BAY CITY ROLLERS 

once m ■ Lircrimc 


JOHNNY - 

MATHIS t 
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lgarena.co.uk thenia.co.uk thenec.co.uk 

08443388000 theticketfactory.com ® 



USE YOUR LOFT! 



Bison* 

Loft Ladders 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 


your home. 


03 3 □ 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 


Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 


Freephone 0800 389 1281 



FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 


Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 
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MEGA BOILER SALE ON 
UNTIL CHRISTMAS 

We’ve never sold boilers this cheap! 
CALL TODAY-DON’T DELAY 








• Boiler Services 

• Landlord Checks 

• Full Central Heating Systems 


• Competitive prices from £69 

•Parts and labour inclusive 

•12 month guarantee on 
workmanship including 
parts 

• Boiler Swaps and Conversions # Fpee emergency 

• Bathroom Installations 


helpline 
•Expertise from Gas Safe 
registered gastek engineers 
•A boiler diagnostic and 
safety 

• Even if the job takes 


S 




safety check 
you won't pay a penny more 
than the amount quoted 


• Power Flushing 

• Air Conditioning 

• Air to Air Heat 

• 

• All Bomestic Plumbing Work 

New showroom now open 

Unit B15 Anchor Business Park, Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384560856 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk 
Halesowen, West Midlands 




ALL MAJOR CREDIT & 


(All prices are plus VAT) ^ 

^WC 

|MHS 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Make that great escape 
to the world of comedy 


STUCK in a dead end job? 
Living in a town you don’t 
want to be in? Is there no 
escape? 

The answer lies in comedian Andrew 
Lawrence, whose current tour reaches 
Wolverhampton’s Slade Rooms tomor¬ 
row. 

A star of Live at the Apollo and 
Dave’s One Night Stand, Andrew has 
become a well-known name on the 
comic circuit since starting out 10 
years ago. He won the BBC New Act of 
the Year in 2004 and has since starred 
in three acclaimed Radio 4 series, has 
twice been nominated for an Edin¬ 
burgh Comedy Award, was shortlisted 
for a Sony Radio Award and is a double 
Chortle Awards nominee. 

His current show is all about having 
nowhere to turn when things are not 
going your way. 

Happy 

“Everyone has got something they 
want to escape from, relationships, or 
work, and I have built my show around 
it,” he said. “And there’s plenty of audi¬ 
ence interaction.” 

Speaking to The Chronicle ahead of 
his Wolverhampton date, the 35-year- 
old Croydon-born funnyman said he 
was happy to perform in front of 3,000 
fans, like has at Edinburgh, or 300, 
which could be the case at the North 
Street venue. 

“I’m just happy making people 
laugh,” he said. “It’s such a lot of fun 
and I’m making a decent and comfort¬ 
able living from it. 

“Stand-up was something that I 
always wanted to do. I started out in 
comedy clubs and got agent interest 
from there. Even now I still go back to 
doing comedy clubs just to hone my act 
or to get used to doing the five or 10- 
minute slots.” 



I . 



There’s no escape from comedian Andrew Lawrence at the Slade Rooms 

However, he added it was now more that he has to stay at the top of his 
difficult for young hopefuls to make game. “You always have to keep it 
the breakthrough. going, always looking for funny stuff 

“It was a lot easier 10 years ago. you think the audience will appreci- 
There are so many comedians doing ate.” 

such a good job and it has become a Tickets for Andrew Lawrence’s 
recognised profession so it’s harder to Slade Rooms date are priced at £15, or 
make that step up.” £13 for students. Doors open at 7pm. 

Even as an established comic, Call 0870 320 7000 or visit www.box- 
however, Andrew was under illusions office@ wolvescivic.co.uk 



Coach inclusive breaks - Two days Selected weekend departures 
Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London. For the Dine and Dance option 
see the matinee performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions 
apply). For the Saturday Night option see the evening performance. For both breaks the price 
includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English 
breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days Departures most weekends 
Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Choose a London hotel and see a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel is standard class 
with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New 
Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening 
to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

Departing from Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday 
morning returning Sunday afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the 
option to upgrade, plus two nights stay at a London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top priced ticket for the Friday evening performance . 


“from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single room supplements apply. 


Organised by Omega Events 


t*Mi 




V 


H0S09 H3XS30U0M ±SI~IVI03dS H0S09 U31S30U0M 


For a theatre brochure call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 (Mon to 
Fri, 9am to 5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 















































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 05 2013 Page 25 



What’s On! Halesowen 


Festive classic to melt hearts 
of all who say bah humbug 


It’s Peace in our time 


EXCITING Worcester¬ 
shire rock band Peace 
return to their adopted 
home city of Birmingham 
to finish their December 
UK tour in triumphant 
fashion in front of 3,000 
fans at the 02 Academy on 
Friday, December 13. 

The quartet made one of 
the most thrilling debut 
albums of the year with In 
Love and caused a stir with 
their appearance on Jools 
Holland’s Later TV show. 

With a sound that is, 
according to singer Harry 
Koisser, “a bit 60s, a bit 
80s, a bit psychedelic”, the 
band met up at Worcester 
sixth form college and 
bonded over a shared love 
of Led Zeppelin. 

Peace features Kidder- 
minster-born Koisser 
brothers Sam and Harry 
plus drummer Dom Boyce 
and lead guitarist Doug 
Castle. 

Support at Birmingham 
will come from Sheffield 
duo Drenge plus special 
guests. 


CHARLES Dickens’ 
much-loved A Christ¬ 
mas Carol aims to 
provide the perfect 
festive treat this 
Christmas at Birm¬ 
ingham Rep. 

The new staging of the 
festive classic opened this 
week and runs until January 
4 at the revamped theatre, 
which is now part of the 
impressive new Birming¬ 
ham Library complex. 

Family 

Aimed at family audiences 
from aged seven upwards, 
the production will bring to 
life Dickens’ heart-warming 
and slightly spooky tale of 
redemption and promises to 
banish all those Bah 
Humbugs with lashings of 
goodwill and Christmas 
cheer. 

On a bleak Christmas 
Eve, London’s meanest 
miser Ebenezer Scrooge is 
his usual grumpy self. His 
only act of seasonal generos¬ 
ity is to offer his poor over¬ 
worked clerk Bob Cratchit, 
Christmas day off. But as 
the clock strikes midnight 
his world will be turned 
upside down as three ghosts 
give him visions of a happy 
Christmas past, a harsh 
present and a terrifying 
future. 


Playing Scrooge will be 
Matthew Ashforde with Guy 
Lewis as Bob Cratchit and 
Tania Mathurin as Mrs 
Cratchit. 

The professional cast will 
be joined by an ensemble of 
local actors. 

A Christmas Carol will be 
directed by Tessa Walker, 
who has directed plays for 
Hull Truck, Royal Exchange 
and Soho Theatre. 

Dickens’ story has been 
adapted by Bryony Lavery, 
who wrote the award¬ 
winning Frozen and has 
adapted Chekhov. Jason 
Carr contributed music and 
lyrics,whilst the job of recre¬ 
ating Victorian London has 
gone to designer Ti Green. 

More seasonal delights 
follow when The Rep stages 
The Snowman from January 
8 to 18. 

There is an alternative at 
The Rep’s Door venue where 
Bernadette Russell per¬ 
forms her own story, 366 
Days of Kindness. In 
response to the 2011 riots, 
she committed to be kind to 
a stranger every single day 
for a year. In a blend of 
drama and stand-up, 
Bernadette looks back via a 
dinner party where guests 
include the Dalai Lama, 
Aristotle and Princess 
Diana. It is staged from 
December 17 to 21. 


REVIEW 


Cabaret, 

Grand Theatre 

THE giant letters on the 
stage spelt out WILL 
KOM MEN, quite ironic 
as there was one very 
important thing missing 
on the opening night of 
Cabaret at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Grand Theatre - 
WILL! 

Earlier in the day Will 
Young had had to pull out 
of the performance due to 
illness and the announce¬ 
ment at the start brought a 
general groan from the 
packed theatre. 

His replacement, Simon 
Jaymes, who took on the 
role of Emcee, did an 
admirable job but in many 
parts his voice simply was 
not strong enough. 

But if there was a very 
good reason to ‘come to the 
cabaret’ enter Lichfield- 
born Siobhan Dillon as 
Sally Bowles. This role was 
perfect for her and her 
voice and acting were 
superb. 

The story revolves 
around an aspiring writer 
named Cliff Bradshaw 
(well played by Matt 
Rawle) who travelled to 
Berlin in search of inspira¬ 
tion when he met Sally 
Bowles at a cabaret called 
the Kit Kat Klub. 

She moves in with him 
in a boarding house run by 
Fraulein Schneider (Lyn 
Paul - whose slightly weak 
voice at the start improved 
as the night went on) and 
her suitor, Herr Schultz 
(Linal Haft) a Jewish fruit- 
shop owner. As the Nazis 
grew stronger, everything 
was thrown into disarray. 

Will returned on the 
Thursday night to finish 
the run. 

Sue Attwater 


23 Nov - 24 Dec 


Singer-songwriter 
breaks the mould 


Sunjay Brayne - live album 
Sunjay Brayne, 

One Night Only 

TO PUT out a live album 
you either have to be very 
big or very good. Sunjay 
Brayne, from Brierley Hill, 
is in the early stages of his 
career so that rules the first 
option out. Fortunately, he 
scores on the latter - he is 
that good. 

The album made up of 
two sessions at the 
Woodman Folk Club, 
Kingswinford, captures 
Brayne’s smooth voice and 
reproduces faithfully his 
dexterous talent with 
guitar. 

Brayne breaks the mould 
in a lot of ways. He is a 
clean-cut Anglo-Asian, his 
mother comes from New 
Delhi and his father from 
the Midlands, and he has 
added a touch of blue to the 
Black Country. From 
opening track, Love You 
Like A Man, you will either 
be stomping your feet or you 
really don’t get the blues at 
all. For someone who is only 
20 his confidence on stage is 
impressive. 

The album is available 
for £12. See www.sunjay 
brayne.com 

Danny Farragher 


Meet Santa and his Reindeer! 

Admission includes: Photo with Santa • Choice of present for every child • Mince Pie & Mulled Wine or Hot Chocolate for adults • 

4 mile all-weather safari • Winter season free return pass • Themed Sea Lion Show • Discovery Trail and African Village fully open 

For more information or to book your tickets call 01299 400700 or visit santasafari.com 

West Midland Safari and Leisure Park, Spring Grove, Bewdley, Worcs. DY12 ILF Tel: 01299 400700 
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What’s On! 

i 

■ 

SATURDAY’S ' 

TV 7.12.13 




Listings supplied by Press Association 1 

CHOICE 

BBC1 

BBC2 

ITV 

CHANNEL 4 

CHANNEL 5 

DIGITAL 



Robert Lindsay 


Atlantis 
BBC1, 8.15pm 

For those of us who grew up 
reading Greek myths, 
Medusa is a snake-haired 
Gorgon whose mere look 
can turn men to stone. But 
in Atlantis, she’s the love of 
Hercules’s life - and she’s 
missing, having been 
kidnapped by cruel 
moneylender Kyros last 
week. Now he, Pythagoras 
and Jason are on her trail - 
and turn to genius inventor 
Daedalus for help; what he 
gives them is a sense of 
hope. Unfortunately, their 
efforts to save Medusa 
have to be postponed for a 
while after they become 
unwittingly embroiled in the 
brutal blood sport of the 
Scythian tribe. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 

Kitchen Live. 11.30 Food & Drink. 

(R) 12.00 Football Focus. 12.45 

Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 BBC 

News; Regional News; Weather. 

1.15 Live Snooker: UK 

Championship. 4.30 Final Score. 

5.10 My Family Christmas Special. 

(R) 

6.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.20 Pointless Celebrities. 

Alexander Armstrong 
presents an EastEnders 
special, with Nitin Ganatra, 
Rita Simons, Peter Dean, 
Todd Carty, Shaun 
Williamson, Lucy Speed and 
Shona McGarty. 

7.10 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess 
Daly and Claudia Winkleman 
present as the celebrities hit 
the dance floor once more, 
knowing success this week 
will win them a place in the 
semi-final. 

8.15 Atlantis. The trio go in 
search of the missing 
Medusa, only to become 
caught up in a tribe’s brutal 
blood sport - where they 
themselves are the prey. 
Robert Lindsay guest stars. 

9.00 Casualty. Fletch has to 

rescue a child from danger 
when two brothers are 
involved in an accident, while 
Sam realises the truth about 
her own relationship when 
she restarts a patient’s heart. 

9.50 The National Lottery Live. 
Chris Evans reveals the 
results. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Including 
highlights of Manchester 
United v Newcastle United; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.45The Football League Show. 

1.00 Weatherview. 1.05 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 7.10 Film: 
The Stars Look Down. (1940) 
Drama, starring Michael Redgrave. 

8.45 Film: The Captive Heart. 
(1946) 10.20 The Sky at Night. (R) 

10.40 Reel History of Britain. (R) 
11.10 The Life of Birds. (R) 12.00 
Paul Hollywood’s Pies & Puds. (R) 

12.45 Paul Hollywood’s Pies & 
Puds. (R) 1.30 The A to Z of TV 
Cooking. 2.15 EastEnders. 4.05 
Coast. (R) 4.30 Live Snooker: UK 
Championship. The opening 
session of the second semi-final. 

5.30 Flog It! (R) 

6.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring and 
his platoon are put in charge 
of manning an observation 
post on a derelict pier, but 
they are marooned when 
their boat drifts away. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: UK 

Championship. Hazel Irvine 
presents the concluding 
session of the second semi¬ 
final at the Barbican Centre in 
York, where the first player to 
reach nine frames will 
progress to the final. 
Subsequent programmes 
subject to change. 

10.00 Ql XL. Extended edition. 

Victoria Coren Mitchell, Sue 
Perkins and the Rev Richard 
Coles join Alan Davies as 
host Stephen Fry asks a 
range of unusual questions 
about knights and knaves. 

10.45 Film: Al: Artificial 
Intelligence. (2001) A robot 
boy programmed to see his 
owner as a parent tries to 
become human, so the 
“mother’ who rejected him 
will love him. Sci-fi drama, 
starring Haley Joel Osment 
and Jude Law. 

1.00 Film: Racing for Time. (2008) 
Fact-based sporting drama, 
directed by and starring Charles S 
Dutton. 2.25 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. 6.10 The Cat 
in the Hat Knows a Lot About That. 
(R) 6.25 The Cat in the Hat Knows 
a Lot About That. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Canimals. (R) 7.10 Canimals. (R) 

7.15 Text Santa: Help with 
Hattitude. (R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.35 
Horrid Henry. (R) 7.45 Text Santa: 
Help with Hattitude. (R) 7.50 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 8.15 
Bottom Knocker Street. 8.30 
Munch Box. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
The Home of Fabulous Cakes. (R) 

10.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

11.30 ITV News; Weather. 11.40 
Surprise Surprise. (R) 12.40 Doc 
Martin. (R) 1.45 Film: Babe. 

(1995) 3.25 Film: Harry Potter and 
the Chamber of Secrets. (2002) 

6.20 Regional Programme; 

Weather. 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 New You’ve Been Framed! 

Harry Hill discovers an 
illegitimate son and observes 
strange mating rituals. 

7.15 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special. With Karen Barber, 
Dick Strawbridge, Catherine 
Tyldesley and Russell Kane. 

8.15 The X Factor. The remaining 
acts have been in rehearsals 
all week and now the time 
has come for them to show 
the voting public why they 
deserve a place in next 
week’s final. 

9.45 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out 
of Here! Ant and Dec send 
another camper home. 

10.45The Jonathan Ross Show. 
With Jack Dee, Olivia Colman 
and Ellie Goulding. 

11.50 ITV News; Weather. 

12.05 FA Cup Football Highlights. 

1.00 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show USA. (R) 3.45 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


6.00 The Treacle People. (R) 6.10 
The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 Anglesey 
Sandman Triathlon. 7.05 The Great 
Ethiopian Run. 8.00 The Morning 
Line. 9.00 The American Football 
Show. 10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 11.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.30 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.30 
Channel 4 Racing. 4.10 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 4.40 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.10 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 5.40 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.15 Come Dine with Me. Chris 
Newbold hosts the final night 
on the Kent coast, hoping to 
keep his guests entertained 
with his impressive 
motorbike collection and 
international menu. (R) 

6.45 Channel 4 News. 

7.15 Film: Stephen Hawking: A 
Brief History of Mine. 

(2013) Premiere. 
Documentary about the 
renowned physicist’s life and 
work, from his schooldays to 
his scientific discoveries and 
50-year struggle with motor 
neurone disease. 

9.00 Film: Unknown. (2011) A 
doctor wakes up from a 
coma to find another man is 
claiming to be him, and any 
evidence of his real identity 
has disappeared. Thriller, 
starring Liam Neeson and 
Diane Kruger. 

11.20 Film: Neds. (2010) 

Premiere. A studious 
teenager in 1970s Glasgow 
follows in his elder brother’s 
footsteps by joining a violent 
street gang. Drama, starring 
Conor McCarron and Gregg 
Forrest. 

1.40 Stand Up for the Week. (R) 
2.25 Hollyoaks. (R) 4.35 90210. 

5.15 Deal or No Deal. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Power 
Rangers: Megaforce. 10.40 
Slugterra. 11.05 Stobart: Trucks, 
Trains & Planes. (R) 12.05 Stop! 
Police Interceptors. (R) 1.00 
Almost Dead: Scariest Near Misses. 
(R) 2.00 Film: It’s Christmas, 

Carol! (2012) Fantasy, starring 
Emmanuelle Vaugier. 3.45 Film: 
Christmas Song. (2012) Premiere. 
Romantic drama, with Natasha 
Henstridge and Gabe Hogan. 5.35 
Film: Matchmaker Santa. (2012) 
Premiere. Romantic comedy, with 
Lacey Chabert and Adam Mayfield. 

7.10 Film: Road to Christmas. 

(2006) A woman hitch-hiking 
to her wedding has second 
thoughts after becoming 
attracted to a man who gives 
her a lift. Romantic comedy 
drama, starring Jennifer Grey 
and Clark Gregg. Edited for 
language. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 The Bible. Joshua lays siege 
to the walls of Jericho, 
Samson is betrayed by 
Delilah in his battle against 
the Philistines and David 
becomes a hero after 
defeating Goliath. 

10.55 Film: A Perfect Christmas. 
(2012) Premiere. An 
advertising executive meets 
a mannequin that has come 
to life, and finds it has 
become her perfect man. 
Festive fantasy, starring 
Claire Coffee and Ryan 
McPartlin. 

12.35 SuperCasino. 3.05 
Blackbeard’s Last Stand - 
Revealed. (R) 3.55 Wildlife SOS. 

(R) 4.20 Make It Big. (R) 4.50 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 5.00 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.05 Hana’s 
Helpline. (R) 5.20 Angels of Jarm. 
(R) 5.25 The Funky Valley Show. 

(R) 5.40 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 
5.50 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Pop’s Greatest Dance Crazes 

7.10 The Best Sport Film Ever! 7.40 
Top Gear Bolivia Special 9.00 
Russell Howard’s Good News 10.00 
Kevin Bridges-The Story 
Continues 11.00 Family Guy 
BBC Four 

7.00 Frozen Planet 8.00 
Shipwrecks: Britain’s Sunken 
History 9.00 Borgen 11.00 Glen 
Campbell: The Rhinestone Cowboy 

ITV2 

3.30 You’ve Been Framed! 
Christmas 4.00 I’m a Celebrity Get 
Me Out of Here! 5.35 Film: Small 
Soldiers (1998) 7.50 Film: Johnny 
English (2003) 9.45 The Xtra Factor 

10.45 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here Now! 11.50 Fake Reaction 
ITV3 

3.40 Film: Columbo: Etude in Black 
(1972) 5.45 A Touch of Frost 8.00 
Foyle’s War 10.00 Bomb Girls 
11.00 Film: Gorillas in the Mist 
(1988) 

ITV4 

I. 00 Live Tennis. The Statoil 
Masters Tennis. 5.00 Police, 
Camera, Action! 5.30 GT Academy 

6.30 I Want That Car 7.30 Live 
Tennis. The Statoil Masters Tennis. 

10.30 Film: Scarface (1983) 

E4 

4.00 How I Met Your Mother 5.00 
The Big Bang Theory 6.00 How I 
Met Your Mother 6.30 Suburgatory 
7.00 New Girl 8.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Rude Tube. A 
countdown of 50 internet video 
mash-ups. 10.00 The IT Crowd 

II. 05 The Inbetweeners 
Film4 

3.25 Anna and the King (1999) 6.25 
Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps 
(2010) 9.00 Trading Places (1983) 
Comedy, starring Dan Aykroyd. 

11.20 Monsters (2010) Sci-fi 
drama, with Whitney Able. 


Quality Riser Recliners & Adjustable Beds 



BUYONEGETpNEFREEr 

Or 35% off a single purchase 
Call us now for a free home trial QOQQ (Y7f\ 9775 ”1*° SSET 

or our full colour brochure wUW \J^\J kJ industry 

* Mayfair and Queen Anne models only. + If you find the same or similar product at a lower price, Westminster Recliners will match it. 



Westminster 

Recliners 




New Lagers and 
Ciders on tap 
Cobra, Peroni Lager, 
Touch oi Gold Cider 
and others 


A Great Night Out for 
Family & Freinds 


Award Winning Chef 


Sandwell MBC 4 Band 
Food Hygiene Rating 

Family Atmosphere 
and Dining Area 

Sport's Channels on 
Multi Flat Screen TV's 


. r /i±G9sBl3!£B 


KITCHEN OPENING HOURS: 

Mon to Fri 4.00pm -11.00pm 
Sat to Sun 12.00pm -11.00pm 


rNew Years Eve Dinner & Dance 
£12 per ticket adults 
£7 for children 
Free Indian Buffett 
7.30pm - 2 am 


M p umnS“w% THE Fourways Bar 

- * & Bar Be Que Nation 

Portway Hill, Rowley Regis, West Midlands B65 9DD Tel: 0121 559 4394 


Open 
7 Days 
a Week 
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What’s On! 

1 SUNDAY’S TV 

8.12.13 




Listings supplied by Press Association 1 

CHOICE 

BBC1 

BBC2 

ITV 

CHANNEL 4 

CHANNEL 5 

DIGITAL 



Anthony McPartlin 


I’m a Celebrity Get Me 
Out of Here! 

ITV, 9pm 

On paper, it has to be said, 
this year’s line-up of 
contestants in I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here! didn’t look all too 
impressive. But in actual 
fact, bosses have cleverly 
thrown together some of 
the most mismatched 
personalities the series has 
seen yet. It must all come 
to an end at some point 
though, and after three 
weeks, tonight sees the 
winner crowned. No doubt 
the not-so-happy campers 
will be looking forward to 
catching that plane home 
after umpteen stomach- 
churning Bushtucker Trials 
and challenges. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the 
Day. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 Fern Britton Meets 
John Simpson. 11.00 Sunday 
Politics. 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 
BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Bargain 
Hunt. 2.15 Homes Under the 
Hammer. (R) 3.15 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 4.15 Nigel Slater’s 12 
Tastes of Christmas. (R) 5.15 
Songs of Praise. 5.50 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 

6.20 Countryfile. The team is in 
Cheshire, where John Craven 
visits Jodrell Bank 
Observatory, Helen Skelton 
meets fantasy author Alan 
Garner and Jules Hudson 
explores the wildlife of 
Beeston Castle. 

7.20 Strictly Come Dancing: The 
Results. Tess Daly and 
Claudia Winkleman present 
as six become five, 
determining the line-up for 
next week’s semi-final, and 
Robbie Williams performs. 

8.00 The Paradise. French 

businesswoman Clemence is 
back in town, and finds 
herself at the mercy of Tom, 
so Moray risks everything to 
be rid of his rival once and 
for all. Last in the series. 

9.00 Britain and the Sea. David 
Dimbleby sails along East 
Anglia’s coast to explore how 
the sea inspired artists, 
transformed architecture and 
created a uniquely British 
beach culture. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day 2. Arsenal 
v Everton and Fulham v 
Aston Villa. 

11.30 Film: The Good Shepherd. 

(2006) 

2.05 Weatherview. 2.10 BBC News. 


6.00 This Is BBC Two. 6.40 Film: 
The Mouse That Roared. (1959) 
8.00 Life in a Cottage Garden with 
Carol Klein. (R) 8.30 Life in a 
Cottage Garden with Carol Klein. 
(R) 9.00 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. 10.30 Paul Hollywood’s Pies 
& Puds. (R) 11.15 Paul 
Hollywood’s Pies & Puds. (R) 
12.00 Live European Cross- 
Country Championships. 1.55 Live 
Snooker: UK Championship. The 
opening session of the final at the 
Barbican Centre in York. 


6.00 Flog It! Anita Manning and 
Adam Partridge value items 
including a Beswick wall 
mask at Sunderland’s 
Stadium of Light, and Paul 
Martin visits Beamish 
Museum in Co Durham. (R) 


7.00 Live Snooker: UK 

Championship. Hazel Irvine 
introduces coverage of the 
second session of the final at 
the Barbican Centre in York, 
where the first player to 
reach 10 frames will be 
crowned champion. 
Subsequent programmes 
subject to change. 

11.00 Hebburn. Sarah is shocked 
when her dad turns up and 
reveals he has left her 
mother, while Gervaise is not 
best pleased when Vicki 
invites Lindsay to help him 
record his debut album. (R) 

11.30 Never Mind the Buzzcocks. 
Rapper Dizzee Rascal hosts 
the comedy music quiz, with 
Jamie Cullum, Aston 
Merrygold, Foxes and 
Katherine Ryan joining team 
captains Phill Jupitus and 
Noel Fielding. (R) 

12.00 Film: Donkeys. (2010) 
Premiere. Comedy drama, starring 
James Cosmo. 1.15 Sign Zone: 
Countryfile. (R) 2.10 Holby City. 

(R) 3.10 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Babar and the 
Adventures of Badou. 6.10 The Cat 
in the Hat Knows a Lot About That. 
(R) 6.25 The Cat in the Hat Knows 
a Lot About That. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan. (R) 6.50 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Canimals. (R) 7.10 Canimals. (R) 
7.15 Text Santa: Help with 
Hattitude. (R) 7.25 Sooty. (R) 7.35 
Horrid Henry. (R) 7.45 Text Santa: 
Help with Hattitude. (R) 7.50 
Victorious. 8.15 Bottom Knocker 
Street. 8.30 Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Storage Hoarders. (R) 10.30 
Sunday Side Up. 11.30 Sunday 
Scoop. 12.30 ITV News; Weather. 
12.35 Inside the National Trust. 

1.30 Live FA Cup Football. 4.30 The 
X Factor. (R) 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! 

Comical clips, narrated by 
Harry Hill. (R) 

6.30 Regional Programme; 

Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Coronation Street. Hour- 

long episode. Nick tells David 
to leave the Street. 

8.00 The X Factor Results. 

Featuring performances by 
Leona Lewis and Michael 
Buble. 

9.00 I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out 
of Here! Ant and Dec follow 
the finalists’ last 24 hours in 
the Australian jungle, reveal 
the results of the public vote 
and crown this year’s winner. 
Last in the series. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 FA Cup Football Highlights. 
Action from the concluding 
second-round fixtures. 

11.05 Film: Red Heat. (1988) 
Action thriller, starring 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

1.00 The Store. 3.00 Motorsport 
UK. 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.10 The Hoobs. (R) 6.35 The 
American Football Show. (R) 7.30 
Snowman Triathlon. 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 

9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 1.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 2.35 The Simpsons. (R) 3.05 
Gadget Man. (R) 3.40 Film: City of 
Ember. (2008) Fantasy adventure, 
starring Saoirse Ronan. 5.25 Film: 
Home Alone. (1990) Family 
comedy, starring Macaulay Culkin. 

7.30 Channel 4 News. 

8.00 New Secrets of the 

Terracotta Warriors - Secret 
History. Recent discoveries 
about China’s Terracotta 
Army, an extraordinary 
collection of ceramic 
sculptures unearthed in 1974 
and dating back more than 
2,000 years. 

9.00 Homeland. Brody embarks 
on a high-stakes mission, 
but his fragile condition 
threatens its success, while 
Quinn makes an 
uncomfortable discovery 
about Carrie. 

10.00 Film: Hanna. (2011) 
Premiere. A teenage girl 
trained by her father to be an 
assassin travels the world on 
a secret mission, pursued by 
the CIA. Action thriller, with 
Saoirse Ronan. 

12.05 Fresh Meat. Vod’s mother 
visits the housemates, Josie and 
Kingsley agree to wipe the slate 
clean and Oregon goes on a hunt to 
find the only critic who gave her 
play a positive review. (R) 12.55 
American Football Live. All the 
action from a match in the NFL, as 
the race to reach the end-of-season 
play-offs continues. 4.45 KOTV 
Boxing Weekly. Artur Szpilka v Mike 
Mollo. (R) 5.15 Countdown. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bubble 
Guppies. (R) 6.40 The Mr Men 
Show. (R) 6.50 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 
7.00 Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 
7.10 Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 
Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 
7.40 City of Friends. (R) 7.55 Little 
Princess. (R) 8.10 The Adventures 
of Bottle Top Bill and His Best 
Friend Corky. (R) 8.25 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 8.40 Rupert Bear. (R) 
8.55 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 9.15 Jelly Jamm. (R) 
9.30 LazyTown. 10.00 Power 
Rangers Samurai. 10.35 Slugterra. 
11.00 Inside Hollywood. 11.05 
Cowboy Builders. (R) 12.00 Film: 
Help for Christmas. (2012) 1.45 
Film: Dear Santa. (2011) 3.30 
Film: The Goonies. (1985) 
Children’s adventure, starring Sean 
Astin. 5.50 Film: Pearl Harbor. 
(2001) Romantic Second World 
War drama, with Ben Affleck and 
Kate Beckinsale. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves. (1991) An outlawed 
English nobleman recruits a 
group of bandits to fight for 
justice and protect the 
downtrodden. Action 
adventure, with Kevin 
Costner, Alan Rickman and 
Morgan Freeman. Edited for 
violence and language. 

12.00 Film: Wrong Turn. (2003) 
Horror, starring Eliza Dushku. 1.35 
SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.05 The Gadget Show 
Christmas Special. (R) 3.55 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 4.20 Make It Big. 
(R) 4.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 
5.00 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.05 
Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.20 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.25 The Funky Valley 
Show. (R) 5.40 Roary the Racing 
Car. (R) 5.50 Hana’s Helpline. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 World’s Craziest Fools 7.30 
Top Gear India Special 9.00 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 10.00 Family 
Guy 10.25 The Revolution Will Be 
Televised 10.55 Family Guy 11.15 
American Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Bridges That Built London 
with Dan Cruickshank 8.00 The 
Review Show 9.00 Les Mis at 25: 
Matt Lucas Dreams the Dream 
10.00 Film: Romantics Anonymous 
(2010) 11. 15The Bridges That Built 
London with Dan Cruickshank 
ITV2 

2.25 Film: The Little Vampire 
(2000) 4.15 You’ve Been Framed at 
Christmas! 5.15 I’m a Celebrity Get 
Me Out of Here! 6.20 Film: The 
Perfect Storm (2000) 9.00 The Xtra 
Factor 10.05 I’m a Celebrity Get Me 
Out of Here Now! 11.05 Film: The 
40 Year Old Virgin (2005) 

ITV3 

2.30 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 9.00 
Lewis 11.00 Blue Murder 

ITV4 

4.00 Duck Dynasty 5.00 Live 
Tennis. The Statoil Masters Tennis. 
7.45 World of Sport: The Good, the 
Bad & the Ugly 8.00 Gareth Bale: 
Welsh Galactico 9.00 Film: The 
Boat That Rocked (2009) 11.40 Eric 
Bristow: Sports Life Stories 
E4 

4.00 Film: Never Been Kissed 
(1999) 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 

7.30 Rules of Engagement 8.00 
Film: A Knight’s Tale (2001) 10.40 
The Inbetweeners 11.50 The Big 
Bang Theory 

Film4 

3.20 The Golden Child (1986) 

5.05 The Brady Bunch Movie 
(1995) 6.50 Mission: Impossible 
(1996) 9.00 Terminator 2: 
Judgment Day (1991) 11.40 The 
King of Pigs (2011) 


Quality Riser Recliners & Adjustable Beds 


■2*586: 



BUY ONE GET ONE FREE! 


Call us now for a free home trial 
or our full colour brochure 


Or 35% off a single purchase 

0800 020 9775 99 S 


Recliners 


* Mayfair and Queen Anne models only. + If you find the same or similar product at a lower price, Westminster Recliners will match it. 






Snormal faresSI 

>Over Christmas^ 
—7 & New Year v * 


5, 7,8 & 16 
seater 
mini buses 
available 


Htglj §tr«t, Slarkljfatlj 3121 5fil 5533 

l^nbixt MrmBt Sc iEnUrtmnmmt • (Haru^rg Sc (SrtU 

Gnat Down Tha Rub III 


DECEMBER 

FRIDAY 6TH 

CARLA FOLLOWED BY 
SHANES DISCO 


SATURDAY 7TH 

CLUB BERLIN 


SUNDAY8TH 

STARMAKERS SUNDAY NIGHT 
KARAOKE PARTY 


S3 I ■■ 


Sunday Carvery £4.95 12 noon-5 pm 


MONDAY 9TH 

QUIZ AT YOUR QUEST. 


TUESDAY10TH 

KARAOKE WITH PREDATOR 


WEDNESDAY11TH 

SCOTT BENCH TAYLOR! 


CARVERY nn|m 

TIMES UIIIJ 

Mon-Thurs .VBK 

12.00-2.30 pm, 

GREAT STEAK & GRILL DEALS 
IS1 BW 

/VI ENU 

Available 7 days a week 


THURSDAY12TH 

STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


We serve until 1 am on Sundays, Midnight Mnnday-Wednesday, • 

1am Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, 
Fri, Sat, Sun • Dress Code...Dress To Impress! 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 






I Put these 
■ phone numbers in, 
your contacts on 
I your phone 


01384 565656 
01384 633444 
01384 633333 


1 We cover: 

| Cradley Heath, Quarry Bank, 
Netherton, Colley Gate, 

I Old Hill, Blackheath, 

- Rowley Regis, 

1 Hasbury, Halesowen 1 

V ' 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices 


MONDAY 

Public Enemies, ITV, 11.10pm 

Fact-based crime drama following the last years of John 
Dillinger, whose run of bank robberies and daring 
prison escapes in the 1930s make him both America’s 
most wanted criminal and a hero to a public struggling 
through the Depression. His career is soon to be cut 
short by the birth of the FBI, which assigns its most 
celebrated agent to bring him to justice. Directed by 
Michael Mann and starring Johnny Depp, Christian Bale 
and Marion Cotillard. (2009) 

TUESDAY 

Tyrannosaur, Channel 4,11.10pm 

An alcoholic unable to control his violent temper is 
struck when a charity shop worker responds to his 
verbal abuse with forgiveness. As they become friends, 
he learns she is trapped in an abusive marriage and 
takes her in when she runs away. However, his 
destructive urges continue to plague him. Drama, 
starring Peter Mullan, Olivia Colman, Eddie Marsan, 

Paul Popplewell, Ned Dennehy, Samuel Bottomley, Sally 
Carman and Sian Breckin. (2011) 


Pick of the Week 


If 


Tyrannosaur, Tuesday, Channel 4,11.10pm 


WEDNESDAY 
16 Blocks, Channel 5,10pm 

A burned-out detective is given the task of escorting a 
criminal to court to testify against a group of corrupt 
policemen - but what seems to be a routine assignment 
quickly turns into a deadly game of cat and mouse as 
the crooked officers try to stop them reaching the 
courthouse alive. Thriller, starring Bruce Willis, Mos Def, 
David Morse, Jenna Stern and Casey Sander. (2006) 

THURSDAY 

Matchmaker Santa, Channel 5, 3.20pm 

A woman is thrilled after her boyfriend invites her to his 
family’s lake house for Christmas, but is disappointed 
when he spends all his time working. She befriends his 
assistant, but is unaware that he is secretly in love with 
her until a twist of fate leaves them alone together. 
Romantic comedy, with Lacey Chabert and Adam 
Mayfield. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift, ITV, 10.35pm 

An American teenager is sent to live with his father in 
Tokyo after a brush with the law, but soon becomes 
involved in illegal street racing. When he ends up owing 
money to gangsters after losing a race against a driver 
with Yakuza connections, he has to learn to master the 
Japanese style of driving to win and pay back his debts. 
Action adventure, starring Lucas Black, Bow Wow, 
Nathalie Kelley, Brian Tee, Kang Sung, Leonardo Nam, 
Brian Goodman and Sonny Chiba. (2006) 


The stars come out to 
shine for a good cause 


A s you get older, it often feels 
as if the years pass by more 
quickly. 

Or, if you’re a showbusiness type, 
then the next Royal Variety 
Performance seems to come around 
faster than ever before. 

Thank goodness, then, that it 
always features top guests 
guaranteed to keep us coming back 
for more. Okay, so some of them can 
be a bit on the cheesy side, and 
there have been accusations in the 
past that the show is no longer 
relevant to modern audiences, but try 
telling that to the hundreds who see 
it live, and the millions who tune in to 
watch it on TV. 

If variety happens to be the spice 
of your life, then this most 
spectacular of extravaganzas is likely 
to pep up a cold Monday night’s 
viewing no end with two and a half 
hours of the stuff of which showbiz 
legends are made. 

In fact, it could be said that if you’re 
not looking forward to this year’s 
celebrity-packed extravaganza, then 
there ain’t no pleasing you, or that 
you’re (snooker) loopy... 


Yes, headlining the event is Chas 
& Dave, the ‘rockney’ duo who’ve 
been entertaining us with their 
unique brand of musical 
entertainment for the past 50 years. 
After almost two decades of silence, 
they returned to the album charts 
this year with That’s What Happens, 
but we’re hoping they’ll be playing 
some of their old hits here. 

It would be interesting to find out 
what Mary J Blige makes of them - 
she’s also appearing, and we can’t 
imagine that she’s come across 
many similar acts in her native New 
York. 

Gary Barlow, Jessie J, Oily Murs, 
Caro Emerald and Bryn Terfel are 
other musical performers on the bill, 
alongside comedians Jimmy Carr, 
Jason Byrne, Hal Cruttenden and 
Seann Walsh. 

There are also special 
performances from stars of various 
West End musicals, current Strictly 
Come Dancing champion Flavia 
Cacace and Gareth Malone’s new 
choir, Voices. And don’t forget to look 
out for Attraction, the Hungarian 
dance troupe who won their slot on 


the show by triumphing at Britain’s 
Got Talent. 

The whole event is being hosted 
by John Bishop, who’s champing at 
the bit to take to the stage. 

‘As a child, the Royal Variety show 
was like the Grand National and the 
FA Cup final - it was something our 
family always watched, the only 
difference being that we didn’t bet on 
the winner,” says the Liverpudlian 
comic. 

“To host a show with such heritage 
is something I never imagined I 
would do, and I trust my parents will 
be proud when they take their seats 
in the audience - although I have 
told my dad not to shout ‘come on 
son’. It’s not a match or a horse 
race!” 

While the stars bask in their 
moment of glory, the reasons why 
the Royal Variety Performance exists 
and the charity it raises money for 
rarely get a mention, so let’s put that 
right - it’s the Entertainment Artistes 
Benevolent Fund that benefits, and it 
deserves as much of a round of 
applause as the stars we’ll be 
watching on the night. 



The Royal Variety Performance 2013, Monday, ITV, 7.30pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 
Fresh Meat 
Channel 4,10pm 

Throughout the ages, for as long as there have 
been students, there have been student protests - 
and Manchester Medlock University is no different, 
for this week Oregon rallies her pals to take action 
when she’s outraged by the deportation of a 
Tunisian fellow scholar. Of course, the fact that he 
happens to be a bit of a hunk is purely 
coincidental... Meanwhile, Josie has a bit of a PhD 
crisis, which results in her being held hostage by 
Sabine, and Vod has a particularly enlightening 
therapy session that far exceeds its bounds. And 
will JP ever manage to impress Sam? Not if his 
latest plan is anything to go by. 

TUESDAY 

Last Tango in Halifax 

BBC1,9pm 

Celia is not the sort of woman you want to get 
on the wrong side of, as Judith (Ronni Ancona) 
finds to her cost in Sally Wainwright’s ongoing 
comedy drama. After suffering a load of doorstep 
abuse, Judith realises Alan (who’s on the phone 
in the background questioning baby Emily 
Jane’s newly christened name) and Celia are 
the couple who waited 60 years to get married. 
Talking of which, they decide to tie the knot 
again so friends and family can attend the 
ceremony this time instead of paying a copper 
and butcher to sit in. Meanwhile, Caroline (Sarah 
Lancashire) and Kate’s (Nina Sosanya) romantic 
weekend turns sour, and their relationship winds 
up on the rocks. 


Heston’s Great British Food 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Fans of the culinary alchemist have had a long 
wait for Heston Blumenthal’s new series, but here it 
is at last. As you’ll have gathered by the title, this 
new run celebrates Britain’s iconic dishes. Yes, 
good old roast beef and Yorkshire puddings are on 
the menu, but what batter, er better, start than fish 
and chips? With a dollop of inspiration from Henry 
Vlll's chefs, he uses truffle, Madeira gel and sea 
urchin to create fake fish skin that will rest on a 
piece of turbot. But will he succeed in his goal of 
creating a bite-size portion containing the best bits 
from any chip shop? 

WEDNESDAY 

Sports Personality of the Year at 60 
BBC1, 9pm 

Back in 1954, when the BBC Sports 
Personality of the Year ceremony was first held, 
under 15,000 people voted. Now it’s one of 
the biggest events on the sporting 
calendar. Here, former winners 
Princess Anne and her daughter 
Zara Phillips, David Beckham, 

Sebastian Coe, Bradley Wiggins, 

Paula Radcliffe and Steve Redgrave 
talk about their memories of holding 
the trophy aloft. Gary Lineker and 
Sue Barker also look back at tear- 
jerking moments involving 
Muhammad Ali and Bobby 
Robson. Whether this year’s 
ceremony, which takes place next 
week, will live as long in the 


memory remains to be seen, but the show itself 
is sure to retain its status as a must for sports 
fans for many years to come. 

THURSDAY 

British Comedy Awards 2013 
Channel 4,9pm 

There was a time when it looked like great British 
sitcoms were a dying breed, but over the past year 
the genre has been in rude health. One of the 
most ubiquitous comics of recent months has been 
Jack Whitehall, with the double whammy of Fresh 
Meat and Bad Education boosting his profile no 
end. Giving him a run for his money has been 
Bad Education co-star Sarah Solemani, 
who’s also shone in sublime ‘bedsitcom’ 
Him & Her. Now we get to see who won 
what as the annual back-slapping 
" ^ ‘ ceremony, hosted by Jonathan Ross, gets 

underway. There are 16 categories, 
including Best New Comedy 
Programme; Best Male and 
Female TV Comic; Best 
Comedy Entertainment 
Personality; Best 
Breakthrough Talent, and 
Best Comedy TV Actor 
and Actress. 

FRIDAY 
Derren Brown: 

The Great Art 
Robbery 
Channel 4,9pm 
We’re guessing that 



Derren Brown is a fan of the Thomas Crown 
Affair remake, because its climax bears 
some similarities to his latest stunt - although 
Derren is stealing a work of art, rather than 
putting it back. The idea is this: he will take a 
painting by Turner-nominated artists Jake 
and Dinos Chapman from under the nose of 
collector Ivan Massow. He will tell Ivan which 
painting he’s targeting and the time of the theft, 
and even gives him a photo of the person who 
will take it. Derren has already chosen his crew, 
and they’re not hardened career criminals - he’s 
handpicked a bunch of pensioners instead, the 
type of people you might pass every day without 
even noticing them. 

Ql 

BBC2,10pm 

We can’t quite believe it’s taken her this 
long, but comedy writer, performer and all-round 
national treasure Victoria Wood is making her Ql 
debut. In any normal week, she’d be the 
undoubted star attraction, but some viewers may 
be more intrigued by the fact that she’s being 
joined by another first-timer, Richard Osman. 

On his quiz show Pointless, he’s usually 
introduced as a bottomless pit of obscure 
knowledge, but will he live up to his billing on 
Ql, or will he be thrown by a quiz where the 
name of game is to score as many points as 
possible, rather than as few? Perhaps fellow 
panellists Jason Manford and Alan Davies 
can take advantage of any confusion as Stephen 
Fry asks the questions on this week’s theme, the 
kitchen sink. 



INTERNATIONAL 



Fully air conditioned, fully licensed, 
serving over 25 years at the heart of 
Halesowen and Quinton 
The finest cuisine, freshly prepared with 
90% fat free, a dish to satisfy all tastes 
Newly Refurbished 

Sunday-Thursday 
4-Course Meal 
£7.95 


FREE Home Delivery (2 mile Radius) 

Christmas & Happy New Year to all our customers H 
Now taking festive party bookings 

Bring your own wine & beer only 

★★★ 3 Star - Environmental Health Officers Certificate 

14-15 Halesowen Road, Halesowen 
www.dilshadinternational.co.uk 
Tel: 0121 421 6549 or 421 5217 


CAR BOOT SALES 


BUYERS FREE 

I tf iiJi fh & Viimi Exi nat srafafaia 
(8 00 p#c rn* Cod (I 2 00 bad*M 

of ikjNlng a«alnb«i Contact 0?*B2 

Ops* Iron 7 OOen nwrf Schfday urtfil 21# Dtocavrfcror 


il 

4 


ATARI 

UliUM 


NVuii VvdkjrO Scfoti ftyt, Gro*# < Atoc#*tr)h«« > OY 12 11f 

0*290 402114 ww.mmtp 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Kwik Fit on Long Lane) 

IT Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 






Christmas Trees 
§ Bissell Wood 


£5 VOUCHER OFF 

Your Nordman Christmas Tree 

(Only Valid For Nordman Trees of £30 and Over) 


Also Available 

• Lodge Pole Pine - Needle Drop Resistant 
• Norway Spruce - Traditional Christmas Tree 

Open 9 am-5pm 7 Days a Week 
Tel: 01562 701201 /07990597330 
07958722505 

Find us: Bissell Wood, Deansford Lane DY10 3NN 
Follow the signs off A456 to Bissell Wood, just past Paintball 
Park or follow the signs off A450 to Bissell Wood 



Homebrew for Christmas! 

also Bottled Real Ale Pmmd mM 
From Bathams, Angel 
& Kinver Breweries < 




EEfy WiNE AND 
CiDEKMAKiNG 


aE!j3[i]0gjJisupplie£ 


. J] I 

27 HIGH STREET, CRADL 
OPPOSITE TESCO Tel: 0138 




















































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


Brain Gym 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 
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No.250 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

Y 

2 

B 

3 

D 

K 

5 

E 

6 

F 

M 

8 

z 

9 

s 

10 

H 

ii 

J 

12 

Q 

13 

G 

14 

X 

15 

c 

16 

R 

17 

u 

18 

o 

19 

1 

20 

T 

21 

A 

22 

w 

23 

N 

24 

P 

25 

L 

26 

V 



Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

4. In a bad temper 
the day none came 
round (7) 

8. Writer with a point 

( 6 ) 

9. Marked dates in 
wrongly (7) 

10. One by one on the 
football field (6) 

11. You need inspira¬ 
tion to draw one (6) 

12. The staidest form of 
dislike (8) 

18. Rambling rose that 
gives varied resist¬ 
ance (8) 

20. Young female ac¬ 
companist (6) 

21. Depression that 
shows in your face 
( 6 ) 

22. A breach of security 

(7) 

23. Packed as a pre¬ 
caution (2,4) 

24. Haircut that’s in 
order (7) 


Down 

1. Lays out feasts (7) 

2. Poetically upside- 
down (7) 

3. Entertainment that’s 
a nice change to 
mother (6) 

5. A bent one needs 
re-shaping, don’t 
forget! (4,4) 

6 . Thinks of love and 
languishes (6) 

7. Puts up a secret 
entanglement (6) 

13. Not the more usual 
foreigner (8) 

14. Temporary false 
tooth (4-3) 

15. Guided a horse 
holding half the rein 
(7) 

16. Statesmen may 
wear it with a black 
tie (6) 

17. These creepers 
could be poisonous 
( 6 ) 

19. Possibly tore in from 
the East (6) 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

4. Narration (7) 

8. Aviator (6) 

9. Blow up (7) 

10. Shrewd (6) 

11. Look upon (6) 

12. Surround (8) 
18. Definite (8) 

20. Obvious (6) 

21. Nuptial (6) 

22. Clique (7) 

23. Gusto (6) 

24. Keep under (7) 


Puzzler 



Sudoku 




1 

7 


9 

2 




3 



2 



6 


9 





6 



8 



5 

3 


1 

6 




7 



6 



5 

3 

6 


3 

4 


5 

8 



7 








6 


5 



8 



9 




6 

2 


4 

3 




Down 

1. Discussion (7) 

2. Shield (7) 

3. Subject (6) 

5. Meeting (8) 

6 . Constrain (6) 

7. Disposition (6) 

13. Hypercritical (8) 

14. Scorn (7) 

15. Rich (7) 

16. Control (6) 

17. Superior (6) 

19. Country of the Middle East 

( 6 ) 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Disposition; 9 Oil; 10 
Narration; 11 Repel; 13 Bengali; 14 Danish; 16 
Oracle; 18 Sea-kale; 19 Payee; 20 Important; 21 
Lea; 22 Head-dresses. Down: 2 III; 3 Panel; 4 
Scribe; 5 Trainer; 6 Oligarchy; 7 Comradeship; 8 
Anti-federal; 12 Pineapple; 15 Starred; 17 Repair; 
19 Pates; 21 Lie. QUICK - Across: 1 Pathfind¬ 
ers; 9 Pet; 10 Reputable; 11 Nasty; 13 Resolve; 
14 Overdo; 16 Aspire; 18 Artiste; 19 Dined; 20 
Entertain; 21 Con; 22 Free and easy. Down: 2 
Apt; 3 Hardy; 4 Impart; 5 Detests; 6 Rebellion; 7 
Opinionated; 8 Never-ending; 12 Spectator; 15 
Deserve; 17 Retain; 19 Dunce; 21 Cos. 



Ring 




The Sound, of Silence 

This Just might be what 
you are looking for 


“Don't know how it 

works but it does, Available at Boots, your local pharmacy 

it’s amazing" Online at am3ZOn.CO.uk' or www.goodnightsnoring.co.uk 

Simon B This product has not been proven by a Clinical Trial 



^ oN ^okv 




Wrought 
Iron Gates 
& Railings 
available 


;v/, 


• • 




.711 


We also repair • Washers • Cookers • Refrigeration 

All Items Carry A 12 Month Full Guarantee 
Plus More Electrical Goods In Stock 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen (town centre) 

0121 5509800 

DOMCSTICS 


of Halesowen 


Why buy secondhand or 
pay large repair costs 
when you can buy new 
at realistic prices 


SALES • SPARES • REPAIRS 


Fridge Freezers 
From £149 


Washing 

Machines 

From £119 


Dishwashers 
From £199 

(For Illustration Purposes Only) 


• Larders From £89 

• Freezers From £99 

• Large Selection of 

Vacuums From £39 

Open Monday - Thursday 8 am - 4.30 pm. Friday - Saturday 9 am - 4 pm 


• Cookers From £139 

• Dryers From £99 

• Spinners From £99 


DOULTON DOORS 

Garage Doors and UPVC Windows & Doors 
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Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



ROMSLEY, Waverley Crescent£850 pcm+Fees 

Exceptionally presented & extended 3 bedroom home in a quiet 
cul-de-sac in the popular village of Romsley. Large living room with 
elegant fire surround featuring a real working fire. Modern fitted 
kitchen with integrated appliances, dining room, study/bedroom 
4. 3 good size bedrooms, family bathroom with shower 
shaped ' 





HALESOWEN, Cherry Orchard Crescent£750 pcm+Fees 
Situated in a sought after location and having been renovated 
throughout this property affords an amazing family home. 
Properties of this size, standard and location are rarely 
available. Featuring 3 good size bedrooms, a spacious lounge, 
separate dining room with large patio doors offering views 
across thejai^ei^^ran^iev|H<itcher^iev|^athmon^PC^ 


QUINTON, Grayswood Park Road£650 pcm+FeesI 
Characterful home with good sized reception rooms. An I 
unfurnished semi detached house in this very popular! 
residential area. Comprising 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen,! 
3 bedrooms; 2 of which are doubles, bathroom with shower,! 

gas central heating, front & rear gardens,! 
garage ^rivewa^arkin^PC^^ 



HALESOWEN, Linton Close£595 pcm+Fees 

Newly refurbished 3 bedreem semi detached house in a quiet 
cul-de-sac position close to shops & major bus route having 
lounge, fitted kitchen, downstairs w.c, 3 good size bedrooms 
and bathroom with shower. Gas central heating, garage and 
rear garden. A lovely family home. Available late Dec/early 
Jan 2014. EPC: D 


ROWLEY REGIS, Church Walk£575 pcm+Fees 

Newly refurbished to a high standard. This 3 bedroom end 
terraced house with off road parking for 1 vehicle offers a 
through lounge, fitted kitchen with breakfast bar, 3 good 
sized bedrooms, bathroom with shower, gas central heating. 
Availab|^mmediatel^PC^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


FIALESOWEN, Peckingham Street£575 pcm+Fees 
Wonderfully refurbished with original features maintained. 2 
apartments immediately available with fantastic convenience 
centre of town. Ring us now to view these lovely light, airy flats, 
one with 2 large bay windows. Each has modern kitchen with new 
appliances and useful utility room. With 2 double bedrooms and 2 
batbroom^bes^j^nus^e^xcegtionaUgartment^PCjaC 



HALESOWEN, Bloomfield Street North£560 pcm+Fees 
A superbly well presented fully refurbished 2 bedroom 
terraced property in this very well sought after area having 
lounge, stunning fitted kitchen with applicances, downstairs 
bathroom, rear court yard, 2 double bedrooms, gas central 
heating. NlusU)^/iewecn^jj)greciat^PC^^^^^^^ M 


HALESOWEN, Malt Mill Road£550 pcm+Fees 

A superb fully re-furbished traditional terraced house. Within 
easy reach of Blackheath and a short drive from Halesowen 
and the M5. This home features 2 large reception rooms, 
modern fitted kitchen, downstairs bathroom with shower, 2 
double bedrooms, gas central heating, double glazing. A must 


CRADLEY HEATH, Harcourt Road£550 pcm+Fees 
Unfurnished 3 bedroom mid-terraced house within walking 
distance to Old Hill Train Station and local shops. Featuring 2 
reception rooms, modern fitted kitchen, large rear garden and 
off road parking for 2 vehicles. Gas central heating, double 
glazed throughou^vailablmimediatel^PCjB^ M 



HALESOWEN, Talbot Street£550 pcm+Fees 

Step inside this fantasic 3 bedreem terrace property and 
you have the opporunity to be the first occupiers of this 
stunning properly, renovated throughout, featuring a brand 
new kitchen, new fully tiled bathroom with electric shower, 
windows & doors, carpets and gas central heating system. 
js arogert^ilhio^^vailabl^on^PO^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Millbrook Court£550 pern t Fees 

Spacious refurbished 2nd floor apartment in this very 
convenient location. Having a large lounge with triple glazed 
windows, refitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, gas central 
heating. jarag^n^arkin^vailabl^arl^lanuar^^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Highfield Road£525 pcm+Fees 

A 3 bedroom semi, ideally positioned in Colley Gate for 
transport links to Halesowen, Stourbridge and Merry Hill and 
also locally placed for Colley Lane Primary School catchment 
area. Comprising of: 3 Bedrooms, Fitted Kitchen, Spacious 
Lounge, House Bathroom with a Shower Cubical, Driveway 
Parking anc^arar^^eai^Pfr^^^^^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Clifton Road£525 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic 2 bedroom modern mid terrace property. Set within 
a cul-de-sac location comprising: welcoming hall, fitted kitchen 
guilt in oven & hob and integral fridge freezer, delightful 
lounge, 2 good size bedrooms, re-fitted bathroom and pleasant 
good size rear garden, large off road parking area for 2 cars, gas 
central heatin^an^doubl^lazin^Vlov^i^oi^hnstmas^PC^ 


EM 


_ 


BARTLEY GREEN, Woodgate Lane£525 pcm+Fees 
Attractive & improved traditional cottage style terraced house. 
Large lounge/dining area, fitted kitchen with appliances, 2 
double bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking to front & 
Jargereayartei^vailablmimediatel^PC^^^ 


ssm 


HALESOWEN, Hagley Street£499 pcm+Fees 

Fantastic refurbishment over 2 floors. A fully refurbished 
modern duplex apartment above an electrical shop in the very 
centre of Halesowen, featuring a large open plan living area 
with modern fitted kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom 
with shower. Additional £40 fixed electric charge is applicable. 
EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Hope Street £495 pcm+Fees 

A fully refurbished ground floor apartment having spacious 
lounge, refitted kitchen with integrated electric oven and 
hob, 2 double bedrooms, refitted bathroom and newly fitted 
carpets. The apartment has a garage and gardens to front 
and rearJuMoubl^lazin^n^a^entranieatin^PC^ 


OLDSWINFORD, Heath Lane£495 pcm+Fees 

Ideally located in the centre of Oldswinford for shops, 
transport links and Mary Stevens Park. This large and 
spacious end terrace house features 3 good size bedrooms, 
2 reception rooms, downstairs bathroom, fitted kitchen, 


encjoset^TjgU 


t road Parking. EPC: TBC 


STOURBRIDGE, Hall Street£475 pcm+Fees 

Located in the sought after area of Oldswinford. A quaint 
mid-terraced house, close to local shops and transport links 
featuring 2 double bedrooms, fitted kitchen, downstairs 
shower room, cosy front lounge, rear sitting room, large rear 
garden, double glazing, gas central heating, on road parking. 
EPC: E 


fProperty 


Semi price reduced 


THIS improved three- 
bedroomed semi¬ 
detached house in 
Harcourt Drive, 
Lower Gornal, is now 
for sale through 
Wakeman estate 
agent at a reduced 
price of £149,950. 

The well maintained prop¬ 
erty lies in a pleasant and 
convenient cul-de-sac within 
easy reach of amenities, 
Gornal village centre and 
access to Sedgley, Dudley 
and surrounding centres. 

Electric 

Having gas central 
heating and double glazing, 
the property has an 
entrance hall, lounge, 
kitchen, dining room, three 
bedrooms, a bathroom, 
garage, gardens and 
parking. 

In the lounge is a fireplace 
with electric fire, while the 



kitchen has a gas oven, elec- Upstairs, bedroom one has The rear garden has a 
trie ceramic hob, microwave a range of free-standing patio, lawn and a shed, 
oven, fridge, dishwasher, wardrobes and the bathroom contact Wakeman Estate 

electric under floor heating, has been re-fitted including a Agents on 01902 885894 or 
part-tiled walls and a tiled shaped bath with a Triton visit the website at 
floor plus a store or pantry. shower. www.wakeman-online.co.uk 



Bungalow in sought-after area 


THE house at Number 10 
Springhill Park, Lower Penn, is a 
superbly situated and much 
improved bungalow in one of the 
most sought after locations in the 
area. 

It is for sale through Berriman 
Eaton priced £345,000. 

With double glazing and gas central 
heating it has a spacious entrance 


porch and hall, a sitting room, break¬ 
fast kitchen, master bedroom en suite, 
two further bedrooms and a bathroom, 
driveway parking for several cars, a 
garage and a garden. 

The sitting room has a walk-in bay 
window and a gas fire. 

The breakfast kitchen is a major 
feature of this property having cream, 
high gloss units with soft close doors, a 


fridge and freezer, dishwasher and 
washing machine, a free standing 
range cooker with gas hob and extrac¬ 
tor above, central island including a 
wine cooler and patio doors to the 
garden. 

For more information contact Berri¬ 
man Eaton on 01902 747744 or go 
online and visit the website at 
www.berrimaneaton.co.uk 


Well-presented and 

offered at £145,000 

THE house at 220 Park 
Lane, Fallings Park is a 
well presented semi¬ 
detached home in a 
popular area. 

It is for sale through 
Homepoint at £145,000. 

Having double glazing 
and gas central heating, it 
has an entrance hallway, 
lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, three good sized 
bedrooms and a bathroom. 

Schools 

To the front of the prop¬ 
erty is a driveway with 
parking and a single garage. 

There is also a well main¬ 
tained rear garden. 

The property is in a good 
area for shops, schools and 
amenities. 

It is also in a good location 
for commuting to Wolver¬ 
hampton city centre. 

For further information 
or to book a viewing contact 
HomePoint Estate Agents 
on 01902 766388 or visit 
www. homepoint. org.uk 
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Sales & Lettings 

Halesowen 01216 964053 
Dudley 01384 849067 


Stuart Road, Halesowen 


Dixons 

Estate Agents 


DoingMore., 


Cloister Drive, Halesowen 


Queens Drive, Rowley Regis 


Apperley Way, Halesowen 



£300,000 


This detached house situated in a popular residential 
area comprising lounge, conservatory, four bedrooms 
and garage. Halesowen 

Fairmile Road, Halesowen 


£280,000 


Four bedroom detached house situated on a well 
established residential estate includes lounge and 
conservatory. Halesowen 

Holly Road, Rowley Regis 

■LJI 


A traditional detached house briefly comprising 
kitchen breakfast room, conservatory and three 
bedrooms. Halesowen 


Aqua Court, Rowley Regis 


Detached bungalow with accomodation offered 
is lounge/diner, kitchen, two bedrooms, bathroom, 
garage, drive, front and rear garden. Halesowen 

Sovereign Drive, Dudley 



Dixons are pleased to present this semi detached 
house situated in an established residential area. 
Halesowen 


This modern terraced house has the following 
accommodation. Lounge/diner, kitchen,WC, three 
bedrooms, family bathroom and en-suite. Halesowen 


Modern first floor apartment with accomodation 
comprising of open plan lounge/kitchen with balcony, 
bedroom and allocated parking. Halesowen 

Colsyll Gardens, Dudley 


Detached four bedroom property includes lounge, 
dining room, conservatory, kitchen, utility, downstairs 
WC and master bedroom with en-suite. 





Offers Over£ 120,000 

1 

Offers Over£l 10,000 


Semi detached four bedroom property includes 
lounge, kitchen/diner, downstairs bedroom, 
downstairs wet room, family bathroom and driveway. 

Brookfield Way,Tipton 


A three bedroom semi detached property briefly 
comprising entrance porch, entrance hall, two 
reception rooms, kitchen and bathroom. 

Ashenhurst Road, Dudley 


Semi detached three bedroom property comprising 
entrance hall, lounge, kitchen/diner, downstairs WC, 
family bathroom, rear garden and driveway. 

Sunnybank Road, Dudley 



Offers Over£ I 10,000 


Mid terraced three bedroom property comprising 
lounge/diner, kitchen, family bath room, front and rear 
gardens and parking to the side. 


Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
comprising entrance hall, lounge/diner, kitchen, 
bathroom, rear garden and driveway. 


This three bedroom semi detached property briefly 
comprises lounge, kitchen, bathroom and rear garden. 


dixonsestateagents.co.uk Qpropertywide.co.uk Zoopla.co.uk *r 


is the time... 


Buying and selling has 
never been easier. 

Give your property the best chance to 
sell by taking advantage NOW of our 
Open House weekend and the seasonal 
rush of buyers in the new year. 


Next Open House Weekend 


7 - 8th 

December 


Ask now for a free market appraisal 


rightmovecouk 
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Compiled by Motoring 
Editor Sharon Walters 


Snow forecast? Then the Peugeot 2008 
could just be the affordable answer 



JUST a few months after being 
impressed on the launch of the 
Peugeot 2008,1 took another look and 
again came away with a good feeling 
about this new arrival. 

On test was the 2008 Feeline 1.6 e-HDi 115 
version and I was so taken with the option I have 
already recommended it to a relative looking to 
buy. 

This 2008 is a real money saving alternative for 
those seeking the assurance of four wheel drive 
performance because it comes completes with 
Peugeot’s superb new “grip control” as standard. 

This system optimises traction in poor grip 
conditions and puts this crossover into a different 
league when combined with the 165mm ground 
clearance and advanced traction control. The 
system works because grip control transfers 
torque to the tyre with the most grip in a scrab¬ 


bling manner allowing the 2008 to even negotiate 
a ski slope. It comes as standard with Allure and 
Feline trims, or is a £300 extra on lower-spec 
models. 

The SUV crossover currently occupies less 
than seven per cent of the European B-segment 
but this is just the type of vehicle to see sales 
spiral upwards. 

The challenge to all producers in this sector is 
to provide something distinctive and Peugeot 
have got things just right. Not only does the 2008 
have the cutting edge with the new “grip” system 
but it also has winning looks too. 

Scrabbling 

Inside Peugot has developed a new look too 
with the fascia capping covered in a silky material 
and a brilliant aircraft style handbrake situated 
close to the easy-to-handle grip control system. 

The 2008 shares 67 per cent of its underbody 
with the 208 hatchback but has longer body over¬ 
hangs. It’s 200mm longer, 96mm taller and 
25mm as well as 162mm more ground clearance. 
If you are a driver needing lots of rear room then 
the 2008 should be on your radar. While the rear 
seating isn’t the most comfortable in the sector 
everything folds completely flat to offer 1,194 
litres of space. All versions get ESP as well as 


anti-skid, stability control, emergency braking 
and electronic brakeforce distribution. All round 
air bags are standard. 

There are four badge levels, Access, Active, 
Allure and Feline, a choice of eight colours and a 
comprehensive range of petrol, diesel and e-HDi 
engines. 

The 1.6e-HDi 115 Feline had a top speed of 
117mph and 0-62mph in 10.4 seconds and a stop- 
start system. Running costs are low, emissions 
are impressive at just 106g/km and there are 
remarkable fuel consumption figures of 70.6mpg 
on the combined cycle. 

Many models in the B-sector demonstrate a lot 
of body roll on the open road and the Peugeot is 
no exception but things weren’t as bad as 
expected. 

For a crossover the 2008 was actually fun to 
drive with a comfortable driving position and 
plenty of steering wheel height and reach adjust¬ 
ment. 

For those needing the security of being able to 
cope with the snow or tricky conditions without 
the cost of four wheel drive this Peugeot may be 
the answer. 



If you need lots of room in the rear, the 2008 certainly fits the bill 


Your essential guide to the world of motoring 


OVER 100 CARS IN STOCK 


Motor-Market 


Best Value, Choice & Customer Service... 


Part Exchange Deposit £500. Amount of Credit £4495. 

Total Amount Payable £5999.20.60 Monthly Payments -■ n a-n/ inn 
of £99.82 or 260 Weekly Payments of £23.04. 1 U . □ 70 fir K 
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OPEN 

MON-FRI: 9 am-6 pm 
SAT-SUN: 10 am-4 pm 


H 


Visit us on 

Facebook 


www.motor-market.net 

27 Newtown Lane Cradley Heath B64 5EB 01384 411119 


Proud Sponsors 
of 
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New Vauxhall Zaf ira 

1.6 Exclusiv 5dr 7 seats 

£11495 


List price 
£18570 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 . Zafira 1.6i 16v VVT (Manual5), Manual 5-speed: Urban 32.5 (8.7), Extra-urban 
51.4 (5.5), Combined 42.2 (6.7). C0 2 emissions 157g/km. 

All offers subject to stock availability and terms & conditions. Licensed credit brokers, terms and conditions apply. Finance subject to age and status, guarantees and indemnities maybe required. VauxhalL Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper. 100,000 mile limit Terms and conditions apply. 
Visitwww.vauxhall.co.uk/warranty. Images used for illustration purposes only. 



offers you the 
to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 


Breakdown 
cover and 
insurance 
included 



A new 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 


years 


f||r Motability 


MAXIMUM LUXURY, 
NIL ADVANCE 


ASTRA ELITE 


2.0CDTi 16v (165PS) 
ecoFLEXStart/Stop manual 

It’s all included: 

• Free Floor mats on selected models 

• Heated front seats 

• 17-inch alloy wheels 

• Dual-zone electronic climate control 

• Electrically foldable door mirrors 

• 62.8mpg Combined fuel economy 



Halesowen Vauxhall 

Dudley Road 



West Midlands 



B633NH 


0121 4622 916 



www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and CO 2 emissions 
(g/km). Vauxhall car range (excluding Ampera): Urban 14.4 (19.6) to 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban 27.4 (10.3) to 91.1 (3.1), 
Combined 18.0 (15.7) to 85.6 (3.3). CO 2 emissions 373 to 88g/km. # 


Vehicles shown for illustrative purposes only, and may be fitted with optional equipment available at extra cost. Brilliant paint, metallic or pearlescent two-coat 
paint and parking distance sensors provided free of charge. Premium paint available at extra cost. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The 
Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, 
London, SE1 9HB. Offer valid 1 October 2013-31 December 2013. To qualify, you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living 
Allowance or the enhanced rate of the mobility component of PIP/AFIP or War Pensioners' Mobility Supplement, which will be taken in lieu of the four weekly rental. 
Full written details, including terms and conditions, are available on request. All information correct at time of going to press. #0fficial EU-regulated test data is 
provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. 
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Computers 


Electricians 


Fencing 


LUKES AERIALS 

Halesowen 0121 445 1382 


DIGITAL AERIAL Fitted from £49 
TUNING & SET UP TV from £20 
REPAIRS & REMOVE AERIAL from £29 


(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 2 rooms £80 
(SPECIAL OFFER) Aerial into 4 rooms £120 


*FREE QUOTATION* *FREE ADVICE* *BEST PRICES* 


Blinds & Curtains 


6 VERTICAL BLINDS 
FOR ONLY £199 



Widest choice of fabrics • Fast local service 
Fully guaranteed • Call now for a free 

All blinds made no obligation quote 

• Free fitting 


VL BLINDS 

VERTICAL, ROLLER & VENETIAN 


Superb Quality - Genuine Offers 
FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE & SERVICE 
TELEPHONE 9am - 9pm 7 days a week 

CALL NOW 0845 505 1122 



BLT Blinds 

From £30 A Window 

Hand Made to your requirements. 
Exceptional Quality as Standard 
Wide Choice of top quality fabrics available 

FREE ESTIMATES 


Call Rob 07771 554455 


Blinds Less 


Top quality blinds 
at budget prices 

"We will beat any like for like quote" 

Local company, 
full range of blinds 


Call 01902 500204 / 
01384 886162 
or 07989 588728 
www.blinds4lessdirect.com 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained, Insured 
C.R.B. Registered Staff 

Friendly Service 

For Free Quotes 

Tel: 0121 6359152 
07816817744 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 



> NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

I • All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
| • Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 

. • Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed , 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

1 email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


ictions Installed - 




Carpentry 



CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 


DIB Electrical Contractors Ltd 

We are NIC EIC approved electrical company and 
also TRUST MARK and PART P registered. 

All our electricians are CRB checked. 

24 hour 7 days a week call outs 
We cover Domestic, Commercial, Industrial 
• Landlord reports / testing and certification 
• Rewires • Fuse board up grades 
• Energy efficient led lighting for your home and business 

• Internal / external lighting • Shower replacements 

• Additional sockets • Intruder / cctv systems 

• Check out our great reviews on checkatrade.com 

T: 0121647 7087 T: 01384 881017 
M: 0790 090 3000 

E: Darren@djbelectricalcontractors.co.uk 

4 mm fc * +— mvt 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


SNI CARPENTRY &BUIII fi 

• Extensions/Canopy’s V 

• loft conversions \ 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Refurb^V. 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices — 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727 * 07879 681591 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor House, Manor Lane, Halesowen / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, 
driveway or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements • Rewiring 
» Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs-7 days a week 
• Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated 
• Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 
www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

0121 602 8088 (24 Hour Call Outs) - „ 

07967 650 567 OFFICE: 0844 561 7244 B CONTRACTOR 


n|ei 

I APPR0N 


MICHAEL DANIELS 

Kitchens, Bathrooms & Tiling 
Hardwood & laminate Flooring 
Bedrooms Stairs & Doors 


0121^011568 
^ 07828 819768 

email: mickthechip@yahoo.co.uk 


The answer to all your carpentry needs 


AM ELECTRICAL "E 
SERVICES ^ 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewjres / Fuse Boards 
Upgrade's / ShoweW Extra Sockets 
PAT TestingPSafety Reports 
CCTV / BurgularAhrms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121369 2370 
07785 781652, 




I Dal’s Gardening & I 

Kln^RS.fetwiles '• 


• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a free quotation 



MB'jelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
local service call: ■ - 


Garden Transformations 

From total makeovers and 
clearances to 
decking and 
fencing 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
^Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 
Residential and Commercial 
work undertaken 
CALL 07860 206713 / 
Q1 21 550 5784 


Elegant} 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts 
supplied &f 
by mature 
craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 

or 07505 807686 



ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

■ Call Dan on: 

“| ,= E,,: 01384 263357 
= ty or 07866 886364 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 

• Hedges and lawns cut 

• General tidy and rubbish removed 

• Garden Landscaping 


Fencing & Gates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01384242891 Of 07970 300588 


i-B TFenclng 

A// types of quality 
* fencing supplied 
” & erected 

Pius decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 

-FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



Garage Doors 


B 11 B 


I 

■i 


I 


L M S 
GARAGE DOORS 

All types of doorsj 
supplied and fitted! 

Fast low cost | sa 
day repairs] 

For a free survey| and! 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
*Fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Age concern & Local Authority Contractor 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 
All staff C.R.B. Certified 


Motoring 




Double Glazing 

L._ 


Body Specialists 1 




All Trades of Halesowen 

PROPERTY REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 
• Roofing • Fencing • Plumbing 
• Electrical • Brickwork 
• UPVC • Guttering • Fascias 
• Gardening • Decorating • Plastering • Skylights 


stablished ! 


Ilout 


0% Disc 
012-1 
0759 


:ount for OAF 
602 5601 
007 6739 


C^\a/, Electrical 

” Kingswinford Limited 


Domestic 

Industrial 

Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 
Rewires/Part Rewires 
Additional Sockets 
Shower Replacements 
Intruder Alarms 
Security Lights 
Storage Heaters 
Electric Cooker Repairs 
Visit our website for m- : — 

Over 


H — +— Q1 384 278471 


IONS 7 DAYS AN \A/EEK 


Misted Sealed Units? 
Contact us for a free quote! 

* 


O 


Tel 01384 566100 


Email: quotations® ?*"*+*• 

blackcountryglazing.com noncm* 4 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 


d supply a car and van to none fault 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 



Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


To advertise your business and reach over 50,000 potential customers.... 

n 

Call us on... ^D^^ft 

01384353227 MW A 

E-mail us at... |C1 

r.cooper@expressandstar.co.uk 

Post to... ^ 

Ryan Cooper; Halesowen Chronide / Black Lake I 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB 
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frWlocal Specialists 


L 


1 


Handyman 


Roofing 


Oven Cleaning 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TES T 

Green Garage, Unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU ^ J 

0121 559 6001 MOT 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 




■BfrioagiBi 



Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 


OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 




j Kni g ht Gas 


eating & Plu 


Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 A 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, 
Landlord Certificate’s, Worcester 
Bosch & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas 


Call Eddie 

07976 755441 
0121 544 8427 



nan 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes • No Flushes 
General plumbing repairs and guttering 
NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 


Midlands Handyman 

for Home Improvements 


e.g. Flat pack furniture • curtain and blind hanging 
• hanging doors • felting sheds • changing locks 
• painting & decorating • putting up shelves 
• laying of ceramic / laminate floors • all at competitive prices 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Call Simon for a FREE Quote 

0121 679 8968 / 07988 263578 


Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Heating Services 

130 Hag ley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting 

• Plumbing 


• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 

•Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

• Fully Trained 
Engineers 

• Family Run 
Business 


B 


20 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 


FREE QUOTES 




All Worked Gu 

07754 676336 / 07950 6596 


Visit our website www.fine-linepaving.co.uk 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 303 0066 

www.gassafel .com 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 


All General Plumbing Undertaken 

. •BathroomsSuites 

^ '• [ \« Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 

J- J • Outside Taps Fitted 

1 • Leaks Repaired 

w\ • PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


Call Richard: 07902 557 496 




HOUSEHOLD 

l_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs est^ 
Supply and fit or fit only visa V 




R HICKMAN ROOFING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 818147 



Fascias • Sof its • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
013B4 468831 / 07985 575865 





sblotiuns 

(Roofing Limited) 

All Aspects of Roofing 

• Flat Roofing Systems • Slating • Tiling 

• Chimneys • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Guttering 

• Industrial & Domestic • Full Liability Insured 

• All work guaranteed • Free Quotes 

Ron Drysdale: 

07973 302 580 Daytime 
0121 550 0437 Evening 


Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


ROB’S 


RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM (fees) 

We load, 1 
No Skips ft —A 
Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 5006033 

07938 207122 


For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic ovens, 
cookers, traditional stoves, hobs, 
extractors and microwaves 

fan <z quote 

Tel: 0121 7793288 

Mobile Anytime: 07713 163060 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 



Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 
Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 


r 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Re-uphofstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

= Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pn 


SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 



KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



KS 
ERVICES 

All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
V—www.household-plumbing.co.uk 


rvic( 


Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 421 1649 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


Local Specialists 



To advertise your business and reach over 50,000 potential customers.... 

n 

Call us on... 

01384 353227 M 

E-mail us at... 'ft 

rft r.cooper@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ft 

Ryan Cooper Halesowen Chronide / Black Lake J 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB 
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E 


J® 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Local Information 


Y 


FreeAds 


IT'S 

TREE 

IT'S 

EAST 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


Place a paid for advert 


(T) By Phone 
01902 317878 

8.30am - 6pm Mon - Fri. Closed Sat/Sun. 


^ Online 

www.expressandstar.com/ 

bookanad 


In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


lost & found 


LOOK 

LOST STAFFORDSHIRE 
BULL TERRIER 


Male, dark brindle, short and 
stocky, near The Lock, Wolver- 
ley on November 14, 
2013. 

Reward for safe return. 

Please phone 07982 705860. 


IGOK 


WILL THE LADY from Codsall 
who phoned me on Sunday, 
regarding found Cat. Can you 
urgently call again 01922 446040. 


1 

Family 


SMART TUITION SERVICES 

Tuition for 11+ and key stage 3/4 
maths & science. £12/hour, tutors 
CRB checked 07816 825604. 




Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 


255019/07831246292. 

SINGLE ELECTRIC bed, 12 months 
old, good condition, £175. Delivery 
possible. 01902 374375. 

SINGLE ELECTRIC bed, 12 months 
old, good condition, £200. Walker 
shopper trolly, £30. 01902 374375. 


Straits Mobility 

STAIRLIFTS 
New & Reconditioned 
Sales, Service & Repairs 

01384 356356 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £500. Plus New 
Lifts. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


CYCLOMATIC ELECTRIC moun¬ 
tain cycle, Shimano gears, as new, 
used once, £375. 01902 791367. 



★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

* Best Every Saturday Boot Sale * 

* 10am - 1pm till Christmas * 

* A454 By Wheel Pub, between ★ 

* W’ton & Bridgnorth, WV15 5NR ★ 

* www.bestbootsales.com * 


ELDDIS GULFSTREAM 
EX200 

2-berth, central heating, 
sunroof, CD, radio. 

All mod cons. Alko hitch, extras. 
Excellent condition, 

£2,595 ono. 

07770 694008. 


SWIFT ABBEY VOGUE 620 
TOURING CARAVAN 

Twin axle, fixed bed, 4-berth, 
2007, immaculate in/out, only 
wants seeing. 

Price to sell at £7,500. 

Call 07803 890777 for details. 

All Caravans Wanted 
Any Age or Condition 
*CASH WAITING* 

Immediate collection 

Call Bill on 07760 344 750 


ALESIS DM10 ELECTRONIC Drum 


SEEKING MUSICIANS Blues/Rock 
Guitarist seeks fellow musician(s) 
to jam/practice with possible band? 
bengra@hotmail.co.uk 


WANTED 

CLASSICAL MUSIC LPS 

Columbia, Decca, HMV etc. 
Orchestral, Chamber, Opera. 
Best prices paid. 

Also CDs. 

07975 958726. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


SARAH MILLICAN Tickets x3, sell 
£25 each. Civic Hall Wton, Dec 12, 
10 rows from front. Genuine reason 
for sale. 07986 826922. 


3 Bed Caravan For Sale 


at Wide Horizons ' 
Holiday Park 
£5995 



Call for more details: 07813121678 



taxi’s 


5 STAR TAXIS Single fare over the 
festive season. You Drink We 
Drive. 01384 232323 / 252525 


V 

bridal clothing alterations 




I 

1 


Bridal/Evening Wear 

20% DISCOUNT 

OFF WITH THIS ADVERT 

(Offer ends December 7th) 

Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat 
9.30am - 4.00pm 

30 High St, Halesowen, B63 3BB 

0121 585 0890 


markets 


BILSTON SUNDAY 
MARKET & CAR BOOT 

52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! 
OVER 150 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 for 1 / £20 for 2 /£25 for 3, 

NO MUD! FREE PARKING! 

VOTED THE MIDLANDS BEST! 

SELLERS TURN UP - £10 PER BOOT 1 
BILSTON TOWN CENTRE, WV14 ODN 





Home & 
Services 


BFC FURNITURE 

BURNT TREE, DUDLEY 

New Factory Outlet 


Save 50% on store prices on Beds 

complete divans from £49, ortho matts 
from £69, memory foam matts £89, metal 
fashion beds frames £39, ottoman and 


wing chairs £119, recliner chairs £199, 
massage and power recliners from £299, 
complete suites from £299. 

Save 50% on all leather corner units- 
normally £499 half price £249. 

3 seater wexford fabric sofas-normally 
£399 clearance £149. Chairs £49. Recliners 
leather £199. Beds from £49. Mattresses 
£29. Bunk beds £99. 
i. SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


BFC, Unit 9, Coneygre Rd, Burnt Tree, 
Dudley DY4 8XPA461 

over road from new Tesco, 100 mtrs past Toby. ““ 

0121 557 6885 — 


BUNKBEDS Jay Be, very good con¬ 
dition, with desk underneath and 
pullout futon, £120.01902 372216. 

BUNKBEDS Jay Be, very good con¬ 
dition, with desk underneath and 
pullout futon, £120.01902 372216. 

GLASS TV STAND £25, ono. in 
good condition. 

Call 01902 258337. 

GREEN LEATHER 3 piece suite, 3 
seater and 2 chairs, £200. 

07546 081019. 

ITALIAN STYLE dining table and 6 
chairs, matching display cabinet, 
£225 ono. Also childs nigh chair 
£20.01384 634866. 

THREE PIECE cream leather suite, 
12 months old from new, ideal 
Christmas present. £480 ono. 
07514 233670. 


FRIDGE FREEZER in excellent 
condition, £85. Will deliver. 07770 
432213. 


Top Soil, 
Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 




DIAMOND SHEDS & FENCING. 

1 & Fit or Supply Only. 01922 
.diamondshed.com 

MUSHROOM COMPOST, excellent 
soil improver. Bags: 5 £17.50, 10 
£30, 20 £50, 70 £150. Bags 50lbs 
weight inc. delivery. 01386 442882. 
eveshammarketgardener.co.uk 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

COAL EFFECT electric fire, tile sur¬ 
round, excellent condition, £200 
ono. 01902 593121. 


HOME WORKSHOP 
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

Carpenter or professional. 
Suitable for Becker bansaw on 
stand, 12in throat tilt table. 
De-walt power shop radial on 
saw. 

All good condition. 

Open to sensible offers. 
01952 463006. 


ROOF TILES Russell Pennine con¬ 
crete, peat brown, 1461 at 60p 
each. 01746 781068. 


TWO E SCOOTERS 

With chargers £60 each. 
Rockburn drum kit £100. 
Electric york cross trainer £25. 
Body Stridder £15. 
Fitness I Joy rider £40. 
01902 790099. 


300 VICTORIAN quarry tiles, 9” x 9”, 
reclaimed, cleaned and ready to 
£450. Will not split. 0121 


ALL BOXED/LOOSE 
RAILWAY COLLECTIONS 
WANTED 

ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam, also Diecast, 
Dinky, Corgi, Spot On. 
Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121 602 2569/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@hotmail. 
com 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft •Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


ALL VINTAGE bronzes, monies, 
medals, bikes, TVs, toys, slots, tills, 
old firearms, vehicles, etc. 01384 
484309 or 07930 949337. 

OLD COINS, medals, bank notes 
bought by collector. Anywhere. 

Telephone 01384 273396. 

URGENTLY REQUIRED. DVDs, 
Cds and Blu-rays, good price paid, 
can collect. Please call 01905 
20821 or 07889 467889. 



lAERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

ie call out & estimates on any 
TV Plasma, LCD, Projection repairs. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 



aerials 


AA 


DIGITAL 1 

AERIAL'S! 


1 aerial into 2 rooms 

COS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

G12S 

All work guaranteed 
SAME DAY SERVICE 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


appliance repairs 


mrnmm 


Washing machine faulty? 
Cooker faulty? 

All Brands - All Appliances Repaired 

-i?- 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


C 


block paving 


j 


Tieiv Stcdc 

DRIVEWAYS AND PATIOS ' LTD 
Block Paving, tarmacing 
and landscaping. 

Fully insured and registered. 

01902 267853 or 07920 754864 


building services 


All TYPES OF BUILDING & roofing 
work by Davies & Son. No job too 
small. See us on ‘Rated People’. 
Call 01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


WH BUILDING 


Please visit our website ^ 
www.whbuildingltd.com __ 


For all your building needs 
please ring Wayne on 

01384 261236 07973 664738 


carpet & upholstery 
_ cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 0800112 3959 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


\ 


cooker fitters 


double glazing 


■fi-Zw Fix" 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 
Tel: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

• 70mm Internally Glazed High Security Frames 

• 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units • Document L Compliant 

• Shoot Bolt Locking • Sight Line Glazing • Secured By 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


flooring 


3 FLOOR FINISHES 

Laminate, Carpet & Vinyl floor fitter 
Professional and Reliable service, 
25 years experience. Free estimates 

Call: 07890 981282 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


home 

improvements 


JVC Building Services 

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS 

www.jvcbuilders.co.uk 
07570 807436/01384 671501 


house 

clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641. 


• Do you need to 
* - clear your home? 

FREE FURNITURE COLLECTIONS 
or for a full paid clearance 
service from £195 we’ll take it all! 
01384 671149 

www.marystevenshospice.co.uk 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


plastering 


PREMIER PLASTERING & TILING 

FREE quotes/35 years experience. 
Call 0121 6790473/07961 833738 


c 


plumbers 


TRIDENT PLUMBING 

All general plumbing work 
undertaken, No job too small! 
Reliable and experienced 
plumber, free quotes 
Call Dave 

01384823863-07854 338356 


plumbing & 
heating 




WE BUY ANY BOILER 

We buy any boiler 
Vist: www.webuyanyboiler.net 


removals 


E f CHEAPER 
REMOV ALS 

NATIONWIDE, INSURED, 
FREE QUOTES 
Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


ABIE REMOVALS | 

local House Clearances 


Competitive Prices 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209/01902 830870 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546, 
07917 679360 or 01384 468955. 


roofing 



01902 238989 or 
07580 465449 


PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 

SEMI RETIRED ROOFER All things 
roofing, flat roofs/fascias and 
guttering, 38 years experience. 
Please call keith: 07546 158165 


skip hire 



All sizes 

All areas covered 
Immediate delivery 
Competitive prices 
Fast and Reliable service 

Call:01384 240956 
07920 885774 


Screened soil and crushed 
hardcore for sale. All skips for 
weekend must be booked by 
Friday. Call: 0121 555 6060. 
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ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

ROUND BALE HAY FOR SALE, 

£25 per bale, can deliver. 

01902 840603 or 07836 647754. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



Express & Star 

PROMOT I NG 


nana 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


MINIATURE TEACUP Jack Russell 
~ pies, parents can be seen, 
). 01902 685399. 

PATTERDALE TERRIER puppies, 
ready now, parents can be seen, 
£220. 01902 687447. 


PEPSI’S WISH. 

I am a short haired black and 
white nervous 3 year old Collie 
boy. 

My last home was with five 
Children so i would like 
somewhere calm with a patient 
new owner that will let me settle 
in slowly and not expect too 
much too soon 

I have been in kennels ages as 
I hide when people come to see 
me. 

Please someone give me a 
chance. 

The rescue will give full support 
to help me settle. 

Pepsi X X 

01588 640932 
(Dog Samaritans) 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



Property 





A TWO-BED APARTMENT, Penn- 
fields, W’ton. On site parking. Very 
clean. £450pcm. 07778 653531. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


BEDSITS AVAILABLE Chapel Ash 
area of W-ton, nice quiet house. 
01902 577544 or 07888 660052. 

CHAPEL ASH: Clean 1-bed Flat, 
DG, off road parking, £95 pwk. 
01902 340073 or 07770 660636. 

DARLASTON. 2-Bed Flat, CH. New 
kitchen & bathroom. New carpets. 
£400pcm. No DSS. 07833 617007. 

GORNAL WOOD 2-bed flat, great 
location, partly furnished. £500pm. 
07852 225618. 


LUXURY 2 DOUBLE Bed apart¬ 
ment, Deansgate, Willenhall Road, 
includes ensuite and balcony, £440 
pern. 07515 032538. 

NETHERTON THREE bed refur¬ 
bished end terrace house to let, 
convenient all amenities, CH, 
DHSS welcome. 07766 235306. 

ONE / TWO bed flats in Penn, fully 
DG, full GCH, refurbished through¬ 
out, modern kitchen / bathroom, 
sorry no pets / Dss. 07876 515624. 

PENSNETT/ Dudley / Blackheath. 
1/3 bed flat/house. Dep/rent neg. 
0121 550 0064 or 07970 980955 


RUSSELLS HALL Thr 

bed house. 55+ Couple. Sheltered 
accommodation. 01384 456465 


We Buy Any House 


l mPaviUMfof Purchase Price 



BLACK COUNTRY 
HOMES 


We are a family run local business. 

_r A fair offer from people you can trust. 
No fees - Free solicitors 



Call Stan on 01902 628047 


or 0800 032 1718 



CASH PAID FOR 
YOUR PROPERTY 

Guaranteed offer* 

Free solicitors-no fees* 

0121 308 
7786 

k 24/7 


ASTON WOOD PROPERTIES 







CENTRAL 

TRANSPORT 


HGY PC\( ALL UCENCE CATEGORIES. CPC AND TD A III I ||fl 
ADR COURSES. CALL FOR FREE BROCHURES I Hill IIIIIV 


0800 975 7121 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 

SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE “QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 


BEAUTIFUL TORTOISESHELL 

kitten, 11 weeks old, litter trained, 
vaccinated, £35. 01562 753888. 

BEAUTIFUL TUMBLERS X17AII 

white with a splash of black/blue on 
neck. £70 to clear. 01384 280100. 

BLACK GERMAN Shepherd 
puppies, both parents can be seen, 
ready mid December, £375. 

07794 837906. 

CAVALIERS and Cavapoos, 
puppies and juniors, all colours. 
E390/E750. 07867 530504. 

CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES two girls, 
one cream, one tan, parents can be 
seen, eight weeks old, £450 each. 
07881 877486. 

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL 

Puppies, 9 weeks, parents can be 
seen, £225. 01299 861586 / 07989 
280633. 

FISH TANK 36x20x20 with cabinet + 
lid, under gravel + fluval filter, 
extras, £130 ono. 01543 871159. 

JACK RUSSELL X Yorkshire Terrier 
pups, dogs only, long haired, ready 
Nov 13, £160 each. 07813 405922. 


SPACIOUS 2-BED, flat, Bushbury, 
fully furnished, £350 pcm. 

Contact 07964 551402. 

THREE-BED HOUSE near W’ton 
Ctre. CH. DG. Fully furnished and 
carpeted. £500 pcm. 07886 781724 

VERY SPACIOUS 1 bed 1st floor 
flat, beautifully refurbished, partly 
furnished, Brierley Hill. Tree lined 
spot near shops, transport. Ideal for 
working couple/single. £395pcm. 
(No DSS, smokers, children or 
pets). 07850 830361. 

WEDNESFIELD Speedwell Close, 
2-bed house, parking, garage, 
£525pcm. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV/PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


Get 95-100% For Your House - FAST! 


& 100% Confidential. No obligation 
^Repossession stopped 

0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


5?Free valuation. Free consultation 
^Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 


NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE OR QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN ASA 

PHLEBOTOMIST 


♦ TWO DAY CERTIFIED COURSES 

♦ NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

♦ ACCREDITED OCN LEVEL TWO 

♦ FIRST STEP HEALTHCARE CAREER 



TELFORD 

5-6 DEC 
26-27 MAR 


DROITWICH 

27-28 NO V 
8-9 FEB 


TAMWORTH 

10-11 FEB 


+ OTHER UK 
LOCATIONS 


MORE INFO 

0RB00K: WWW.gGOpClUe.com 


Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Private Sector - Community 


muTTMmg 


DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


WINDOW/ CURTAIN WALLING 
INSTALLERS & Site Glazers 

required for commercial contracts. 
Experience & ability to drive essen- 


WELL ORGANSIED Motivated lady, 
good all round office skills seeks 
part time employment. 

Call 07905 829573. 


education 


The Earls High School 

Furnace Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B63 3SL 
Tel: 01384 816105 
Fax: 01384 816106 

Email: recruitment@earls.dudley.sch.uk 

STUDENT NEEDS OFFICER 

Grade 7, Points 26 - 29 

37 Hours per week, Term-Time Only (39 weeks) 
£19,459-£21,582 p.a. 

The Governors wish to appoint a Student Needs Officer 
to take a lead role 

in managing and delivering pastoral support to students in 
overcoming their barriers to learning. The person appointed will 
join a large team of teaching assistants and support staff. 

Candidates must be experienced with children and willing to 
undertake training. 

Please contact the school for further details/Application Form. 

DATE: Friday, 13th December 2013 


RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 16V 06 

reg, 3-dr, 70,000 miles, silver, 
excellent condition. £1,295. 07944 
851341. 

RENAULT MEGANE Coupe, 1.6, 
1999, 50,470 miles, black, long 
MoT, sunroof, 1 lady driver, £595. 

07796 510778. 

RENAULT SCENIC PRIVILEGE 

16V 53 reg, silver, 1 lady owner, 
FSH, 12monthsMoT, Isttoseewill 
buy. £1,500 ono. 07939 483221. 

ROVER 200 DIESEL, 1999, bubble 
shape, MoT September, tax Febru¬ 
ary, 86,000 miles, good condition, 
£450. 07795 356000. 

ROVER CITY 1.4, 54 reg, blue, 46K, 
clean condition, 11 months MoT, 5 
months tax, £900 ono. 

01902 701891. 

SUZUKI IGNIS 02 reg, met black, 12 
months MoT, tax Jan, PAS, EW, 
alloys, FSH, 86k, excellent condi¬ 
tion, £975ono. 07424 891292. 

VAUXHALL Astra Convertble 2002, 
1.6, 2dr green, 56k, minor damage, 
ms, otherwise excellent condition. 
11 mths Mot. £1,450. 07519 035141 


The Earls High School is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of 

children and expects airstaff and volunteers to share 
this commitment. 

This post is subject to an enhanced 
Disclosure & Barring Service check. 


engineering 


MECHANICAL DESIGN DRAUGHTSMAN REQUIRED. 

A growing design engineering company providing bespoke special 
purpose fooling and lifting equipment to the Aerospace Industry is 
looking for an experienced mechanical design draughtsman to join 
a small team of designers. 

This permanent position based at the Midlands head office offers 
a competitive salary and bonus structure with over-time available. 

The successful applicant will have served a mechanical 
engineering apprenticeship having obtained HNC in Mechanical 
Engineering, or higher. A high standard of drafting skills, with a 
good knowledge of machining processes is essential. Experience 
in Jig and tool design is also preferred. 

The ability to work well within a team, with a flexible attitude and 
good communication skills are also essential. 

A good working knowledge of Autocad 2007 or higher, and a 
relevant industry-related 3D modelling package are essential. 
Experience in Catia or Unigraphics NX4 or higher is preferable, but 
not essential. 

Please send your C.V. to 
BWP Design and Technical Services 
(A division of Erodex (UK) Ltd) 

Tipper Industrial Estate 

Park Road, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 2RH 
Steve.rolinson@erodex.com 



Motoring 


(HUB 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT PUNTO 1.2, 03 reg, 68,000 
miles, 5 months MoT, 4 months 
tax, £800 ono. 

Telephone 07917 061086. 

FIAT SEICENTO 2003, very clean, 
MoT, taxed April / Feb 2014, 
1100CC, £525ono. 07778 294979. 


CITROEN Cl 1.0 2011, 5-dr, red, 
20,000 miles, FSH, excellent condi¬ 
tion £3,595. 

07944 851341. 

CITROEN C2 VTR, 56 reg, full MoT 
and SH, 6 months tax, low mileage, 
every extra, owned from new, 
£2,995. 07970 105215. 

DAEWOO MATIZ SE, 800CC, 58 reg, 
1 lady owner, 36k miles, 10 months 
MoT, tax Feb, alloys, excellent con¬ 
dition. £2,495. 07796 761902. 

FORD FIESTA 1.2, 67k, 7 months 
MoT, 3 months tax, s/h, very good 
condition, silver, £1,595 ono. 01384 
351878 or 07973 859951 (T). 


HYUNDAI COUPESE 

2004, 31,108 miles, silver, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, alarm, MoT, central 
locking, pas, sunroof, tax, CD, 
leather interior. 

£4,500 ono. 
07814506102. 


JAGUAR X TYPE SPORT Diesel, 53 
reg, 123k miles, silver, leather, full 
spec, history, lovely car, must see, 
£2,295. 07585 118851. 

MINI ONE CONVERTIBLE 2006, 
47,900 Miles, Cream, excellent 
condition. Contact for more info and 
images. £6,395 07912 315039 


FIAT SEICENTO Y reg, 2003, very 
clean, MoT, taxed April / Feb 2014, 
1100CC, £575ono. 07778 294979. 

FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1.25 
auto, 1996 P, 68,000 Miles, black, 
new battery & 2 tyres,MOT 10.14, 
Tax 3.14E650 01902 754509 


FORD ESCORT Flight 1.6, 01, X 
reg, 5-dr hatchback, blue, 66,300 
miles, tax March 2014, 12 months 
MoT, £550ono. 07442 010547. 

FORD FOCUS Ghia 2.0, 2000, 
gleaming black, MoT, taxed, fully 
loaded, lady owner last 7 years, SH, 
£595. 07939 483221. 


FORD KA 1.3, 12 months MoT, 6 
months tax, red, 57,000 miles, good 
runner, £800. 07888 667250. 

FORD MONDEO 1.8LX Limited 
Edition, Mistral, 04, long Tax, Mot, 
aircon, EW, PAS, CD. Any trial. 
£995 ono. 07400 775276. 

HONDA ACORD EXI AUTO, 1988, 
67k miles, taxed and MoT’d July 
‘14, new tyres, immaculate condi¬ 
tion, 1 owner, £650. 07702 454630. 

JAGUAR S TYPE 3.0. Petrol, Auto, 
silver, S/R, Sat-nav, CD, MoT, Tax. 
2001. Good condition. £1,500. ono. 
0121 531 0733 or 07960 122089. 


MUST BE SEEN 


PEUGEOT 308 1.6HDi SPORT, 

2007, 57 plate, 5 door, silver, 51k, 
fsh, long tax and MoT, excellent 
condition, £4,350. 01902 750059. 


1998. 12 months MoT. 
British Racing Green. 
Good runner. 


PEUGEOT 308 HDi GT, 56,000 
miles, tax and MoT’d, alloys, great 
condition, leather trim, £4,599. 
01938 580502. 07729 932989. 


PROTON SAVVY STYLE 1.1, 

2007,12,900 miles, petrol, red, 
10 months MoT, four months 
tax, airbags, aircon, alloys, five 
door hatch, very good 
condition, 

£1,950 ono. 

07879 808929, 


RENAULT MEGANE DYNAMIQUE, 

59 Reg., blue, ABS, 43,000 miles, 
long MoT, fsh, EW, EM, AC, £6,150 
o.n.o. 07940 251557. 

TOYOTA YARIS Verso, auto, MPV, 
petrol, 05, 35k, tax and MoT, excel¬ 
lent condition, bereavement forces 
sale, £3,400 ono. 01902 663650. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 

2009,16,500 miles, red, electric 
windows, aircon, fsh, long MoT, 
central locking, CD. 

£4,800 ono. 

07968 284932. 


VAUXHALL ZAFIRA MPV Live, 2.0 
diesel, 2004, black, road tax end 
April, 3 former keepers, MoT end of 
October 14, £1,695. 07950129403. 

VW POLO 1.2 2005, MoT, 65k miles, 
very good condition, £2,200 ono. 

01902 372161. 


Very reliable. 

All new tyres. 

Offers around £1,000. 
01902 405640 or 
07966 527807. 



NISSAN ALMERA1.8S 


2004, 78,139 miles, silver, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, alarm, MoT, auto, 
metallic paint, central locking, 
pas, tax, stereo. 

£1,299 ono. 

01902 731462. 


PEUGEOT 406 2.0HDi 

Red, 1999, maintained by 
Chartered Engineer, excellent 
condition, completely reliable, 
used daily, excellent fuel 
consumption, tyres have done 



VAUXHALL COMBO 2005, MoT 
May 2014, spares or repair, £1,350. 
07543 237183. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2, 3 door, 
2000, X, 3 owners, genuine 44,000 
miles, excellent condition, long Mot 
and tax, £1,150. 01952 461565. 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2SXi Silver, 
52 reg, MoT, tinted windows, EM, 
PAS, good condition £659. 

07546 438009. 


VAUXHALL CORSA SXI 
DIESEL 1.3, 05 plate 

12 months MoT, taxed. 

1 careful, mature, lady owner. 
Full electrics. 

Really immaculate throughout 
condition, well looked after. 

Any trial, call 07940 012098 

VITARA ROSA 1 Ltr, 2001, 65k 
miles, EW, PAS, MoT June ‘14, tax 
end of Nov ‘13, showroom condi¬ 
tion, £900 ono. 07713 194735. 
VOLVO S40 2L, N reg, 80k miles, 
reliable, good condition for year, tax 
April 14. £395. 

01384 838379 or 07896 936933. 


VW PASSAT 1.8 TURBO 2000, 
FSH, MoT, 10 months tax, excellent 
condition. £750. 01384 440258 / 
07882 413544. 




EXTRA LONG JUMBO 2008 
MERCEDES BENZ 
SPRINTER 


Diesel, full Command System, 
1 owner, FSH, lots of extras. 

£5,950 + VAT. 

07787 525053. 


LDV MAXUS 3.5 tonne, Iwb panel 
van, 35cwt, crewcab, sink, cooker, 
78k, bunks, £2,750. 07960 235957. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



WANTED Old motorbike, scooter or 
Honda 50/70/90 or Moped. 

Any condition. 

07796 402136. 01952 460749. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


1st CHOICE 


I TOP PRICE PAID 4 SCRAP CARS! 
VANS! CAMPERS! MOT FAILURES! 
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Choose your show, price band*and how you want to travel 
Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £139. 95 Dine and Dance from £149. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee performance before heading 
back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option see 
the evening performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay 
in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus dinner for Dine and Dance 
options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £149. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s 
a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. Rail travel 
is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning/early afternoon from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £199. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade. Two 
nights stay at a three or four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may apply) 
and a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 

*The “from" price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 

Single room supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 



?*gK 


For a theatre brochure please call the 
promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to 

expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars/vans. 
Call 01902 495758 / 07903 549849. 

JAGUAR XK8 Wanted, private 
buyer, cash waiting. 

01384 74935 or 07773 495661. 

WANTED. Cheap 4x4, Discovery, 
Jeep or similar, anything consid¬ 
ered, with MoT, cash waiting upto 
£3,000. 07424 573680. 



accessories & 
services 


CHERISHED NUMBER PLATE, 

AA03 WBA, £275 o.n.o. 07940 
251557. 


mobile 

mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


VIOLET SMITH (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 9 Beeches 
View Avenue Halesowen West Midlands 
B63 2HA, who died on 26/04/2013, are 
required to send particulars thereof in 
writing to the undersigned on or before 
07/02/2014, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

THE CO-OPERATIVE LEGAL 
SERVICES LIMITED 

Aztec 650 Aztec West 

Almondsbury Bristol BS32 4SD 

(Ref: VTR/3168217P/Smith) T396270 
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ATTRACTIVE, GENUINE 
LADY IN HER 70’S 

Wishes to meet a caring Gent 
for Friendship, possibly more. 

All replies answered. 

Photo appreciated and 
returned. 

Box Number PI 8955 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


ATTRACTIVE STRAIGHT 
FEMALE (YOUNG 45) 

Looking to extend circle of 
Friends for occasional nights 
out to concerts, clubs, pubs, 
also days out in the Midlands 
area. 

Box Number PI 8954 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet Adult Fun! 
Call 08444 484021 for full details. 
Discretion assured! 


GENTLEMAN, 52 

Wishes to meet a smart lady for 
days out together for walking, 
going to the cinema and dining 
out. T enjoy gardening, I am 5ft 
TO, non smoker. 

Photo appreciated and 
returned. 

Box Number PI 8957, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


* 


LADY, LATE 70’s, 
LOOKING FOR FRIENDS. 

I am a young at heart lady in my 
late 70’s. 

I have a good sense of humour 
and enjoy good conversation. 

I would like to meet a genuine, 
honest, gentleman or lady for 
company and friendship. 
Wolverhampton area. 

Please write to: 

Box Number PI 8952, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
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MALE, 67 YEARS YOUNG 

Considered not bad looking, 
WLTM lady, 60-67 years to 
enjoy the festive period and into 
the new year. 

Box Number PI 8962 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


* 


SINGLE GENT 6FT 3 

Late 50’s, good manners seek 
slim young lady for general 
socialising. 

Photo appreciated (Will return) 

Box Number PI 8958, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


SPEED DATING Penn, Wolver¬ 
hampton. Ages 20-35 Wed 4th Dec. 
Ages 30-45 Wed 11th Dec. Ages 
40-55 Wed 18th Dec. 07576 57372 
or whenthemusicstops.com 


EXPERIENCED 

GOALKEEPER 

Under 12. 

(current school year 7) 
Looking for a new Saturday and 
Sunday morning team. 
Wolves / WBA / Walsall 
academy trialist. 
Wolves development squad, 
Wolverhampton school boys 
Ull’s/U12’s player. 
Please ring 07801 458294. 


BRASS BAND 

All players wanted, Grade 4 and 
above. All Brass instruments 
particular trombone and B Flat 
Bass. 

Blackcountry Brass Band, 
Lower Gornal. 

A very friendly band. 

Interested, Ring 
01902 887275/07703 
525885. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 

Cars, Caravans, Flousehold Goods etc. 



£ 19.50 

FOR 6 NIGHTS 

6 nights Free if you do not sell! 

Includes one week online and your local Chronicles 

TELEPHONE - 01902 317878 
ON LINE - www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 
IN PERSON - At your local Express & Star office 


‘SOURCE: Jicreg 01.10 .2012. Private advertisers only. 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 
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Old Hales 
let victory 
slip away 
from them 

Hinckley 30 

Old Halesonians Ists 26 

OLD Halesonians travelled 
to Hinckley for a difficult 
fixture on the back of a loss 
to Broadstreet last week, 

Hales dominated from the 
kick off and even opened the 
scoring with Chris Hooper. 

This continued for much 
of the first half with Joe 
Oxford spriting for the line 
to score. 

Hinckley fought back to 
force two penalties for 
infringement, both con¬ 
verted. 

The second half started in 
the same way Luke Smith 
taking the score to 6-19. 

The home side started to 
get their act together and 
were awarded a try 50 
minutes into the game. On 
65 minutes Hooper 
dummied to break through 
for his second try . 

Then Hales conceded 
another which was con¬ 
verted. Hales were penalised 
for collapsing the maul and 
penalty try was awarded. 

Hinckley again drove 
forward to the visitors line, a 
maul ensued with all of the 
home team taking part to 
drive over in the dying 
minutes, 

Tivs let the 
opposition 
get back in 

Tividale FC 1 
Westfields FC 1 

IN WHAT was their 100th 
Midland Football Alliance 
fixture, Tividale will feel 
these were definitely two 
points dropped after domi¬ 
nating this game but failing 
to finish off Westfields. 

Once again Tividale 
started at a tempo before 
man of the moment Nathan 
Waite extended his run of 
goalsto put Tividale 1-0 up. 

The second half was much 
the same with Tividale 
threatening but not convert¬ 
ing. Westfields were growing 
in confidence. 

As the chances came and 
went there grew an 
inevitability that this was 
not going to end 1-0 and if 
Tividale did not score West- 
fields would. 

Westfields won another 
avoidable free kick on the 
edge of the Tividale box. Up 
stepped Jones and this time 
his cross was met by centre 
back Phil Glover whose- 
header came off the crossbar 
but Westfields’ Dene Whit- 
tall-Williams reacted and 
grabbed the equaliser. 


Championship boxing makes a 


CHAMPIONSHIP boxing 

returned to Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall at the weekend with Leices¬ 
tershire fighter Louis Norman 
becoming the new English fly¬ 
weight title holder. 

Shepshed’s Norman took the 
belt after coming on strong in the 
second half of a 10-round fight 
against Northampton’s Nathan 
Reeve, taking the decision with all 
three judges. 

Robert Chalmers had it close at 
96-95, John Keane decided on 97- 
94 and Terry O’Connor scored 97- 
93. Going the distance took 
nothing away from a big battle 


between the two little men. The 
card’s other title fight saw 
Burton’s Tom Shaw shed blood, 
sweat and tears to be crowned 
British Masters Bronze welter¬ 
weight champion, in a fight con¬ 
tested over eight rounds. 

He was sliced open by a clash of 
heads in the second round but 
battled on to lose just one round 
against Chesterfield’s Kris Davey, 
deservedly handed the spoils by 
79-73 with Chalmers. 

On the under-card, Tipton’s 
Ricky Summers finished a night¬ 
mare 2013 with a bang as a first 
round stoppage marked his first 


by Craig Birch 


inside-the-distance victory as a 
professional. 

The light heavyweight bashed 
about the only-once-stopped Joe 
Walsh, with a clubbing right hook 
that made him sink to the canvas. 

Walsh rose but returned to his 
knees, clearly in great pain, with 
Chalmers taking action to end the 
bout in just 142 seconds. 

Wolverhampton’s Des Bowater 
scored a hard-fought super feath¬ 
erweight victory over a capable 
adversary in Swindon’s Joe 
Beeden. A points shut-out was 


recorded at 40-36 with Chalmers. 

‘The Wednesfield Warrior’ had 
to battle to take all of the four 
rounds. 

Bloxwich’s Luke Paddock added 
the experienced Graham Fearn to 
his winning record as he moved to 
5-0 as a professional at light wel¬ 
terweight. 

Redditch’s Andrew Robinson, a 
product of Lions ABC in Dudley, 
bloodied the nose of Mark Till as he 
also recorded a four-round points 
landslide. 

Swadlincote’s Craig Wilshee 
dropped Luke Osman twice in the 
third round of their super mid- 


return 

dleweight contest to score 40-34 on 
points with Chalmers. 

In the show’s opener, debutant 
Paul Holt saw off Michael Stupart, 
again at super featherweight. The 
heavy-handed Brummie had his 
opponent running for cover to win 
by 40-36 on points. 

Meanwhile, amateur super 
heavyweight Lloyd Ransom bowed 
out of the ABA Novice competition 
at the national semi-final stage 
after a majority points defeat on 
Saturday afternoon. 

Cleaner work from Luke 
Watkins, from Fitzpatrick’s in 
Swindon, led him to the final. 


Medics left feeling sick 
as Ladies score 7 again 


Birmingham Medics 0 Halesowen Town Ladies 7 
THIS was the first time Halesowen had met 
Birmingham Medics which meant they were 
an unknown quantity for the Yeltz Ladies. 

Halesowen saw the return of Lyndsey Glover after a long 
injury and Hannah Troman after missing last week also 
through injury meant Yeltz had a strong squad, despite a 
few key players not being available. 

It took Halesowen 15 minutes to get ahead as Rachel 


Letford played a great ball to 
Sophie Richards who put it 
in the net. 

This seemed to settle the 
ladies down and there were 
some good runs down the 
wing by Chloe Harris and 
three minutes after the first 
goal, Richards passed the 
ball to Hayley Chatwin who 
got the second for Hale¬ 
sowen. 

Central defenders Char¬ 
lotte Byatt and Lauren 
Gilbert snubbed out any 
attacks the Medics 
attempted and their team 
mates were soon back on the 
attack. 

Missing a previous chance 
Sian Whittall got a second to 
score following a beautiful 
cross from Katie Moore and 
this time there was no 
missing as she put Hale¬ 
sowen 3-0 up. 

Sabrina Dale and Jo 
Butler made some wonder¬ 
ful passes to the wingers as 
well as supporting runs. 

In the second half Hale¬ 
sowen took control of the 
midfield with Haycock and 
Chatwin working hard. 

It was Moore who got on 
the score sheet next after a 
great ball in from Richards. 

Glover and Moore were 


Football 


making some great runs 
down the wing and as a 
result, Glover scored two 
goals one after the other, 
both fed in from Moore, to 
give their side six and domi¬ 
nating the Medics in the 
final third of the pitch. 

The Medics barely had a 
look in, their keeper played 
tremendously saving many 
shots and keeping the score 
to single figures. 

The last 15 minutes of the 
game was played completely 
in the Medics half and in the 
closing minutes of the game 
Halesowen captain Byatt 
brought the ball out from 
near halfway line, playing 
the ball out wide to Richards 
and continuing her run into 
the area. 

Richards sent in a sweet 
cross which Letford just 
missed making a connection 
with but Byatt was there 
behind her to smash the ball 
into the back of the net. 

There was an almighty 
cheer from the players and 
the spectators and the game 
finished seven nil to Hale¬ 
sowen for the third week 
running. 



Halesowen Ladies’ Sian Whithall is under pressure during the match against Medics who where shutout 


Hayes put 
a stop to 
their run 
of defeats 

Heath Hayes 2 
Tipton Town 1 

HAYES finally ended their 
run of six straight defeats in 
the Midland Alliance with a 
deserved win over their 
Black country neighbours. 

Town were much the 
better team early on and 
they squandered several 
chances but it was the home 
side who drew first blood 
when Alex Imferey ran 
through to plant the ball 
wide of keeper Jamie Pem¬ 
berton’s reach. 

Soon after Imerfrey had to 
leave the field following a 
heavy challenge from Rob 
Perks. 

Dave Waple came on and 
with his first real contribu¬ 
tion he laid on a fine ball for 
Tom Green to fire home a 
powerful volley. 

Almost from the restart 
Green had a good chance to 
increase the lead but 
dragged his shot wide. 

The visitors where enjoy¬ 
ing plenty of possesion but 
the home side were fighting 
with a dogged determination 
and always looked danger¬ 
ous on the break. 

The home defence finally 
cracked on 85minutes when 
a header from Ashton struck 
the bar and the rebound was 
forced home by Ben Hadley. 

New squad 
proves too 
much for DK 

Dudley K-ford U-13s 0 
Walsall U-13s 34 

WALSALL, fielding a rugby 
team with several new 
players, eventually proved 
too strong for a battling DK 
squad. 

The first half was evenly 
matched with both teams 
impressive in attack and 
defence. 

Walsall slowly began to 
apply more pressure and 
attacks involving forwards 
and backs resulted in the 
visitors scoring first. 

The Walsall’s defence was 
equally as effective as their 
attack and they did well to 
repel several good DK 
attacks. 

• The Stourbridge Lions 
Seconds had so many 
players available they took 
two sides to Kidderminster, 
the A team winning 41-0 
against their Seconds and 
the B team victorious 23-17 
against their Thirds. 

The Lions Thirds (The 
Grasshoppers) enjoyed 
thumping 72-0 victory over 
Ross on Wye Seconds. 



For Embroidered, Printed and 
Engraved Promotional Items 


Established in 1987, Ace Embroidery Limited are specialist suppliers of embroidered and printed clothing. Based in Halesowen in the West 
Midlands, our unique selling point is that we produce all embroidery and printed garments in house using state of the art machinery. 


Malt Mill Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 8JF t: 0121 559 1234 e: info@ace-embroidery.co.uk 

www.ace-embroidery.co.uk ■■■■'•• cl 


We pride ourselves on our high service level and attention to detail, offering high quality solutions to: 

Large Companies, SME’s, Sports Clubs, Groups and Associations, Exhibitors, Event Organisers, 
Primary Schools, Charities, One Man Bands, Stag and Hen Dos, Business Start Ups 


Poloshirts • T Shirts • Sweatshirts • Hoodies • Fleece • Jackets • Waterproofs • Caps 
Hats • Shirts • Blouses • Ties • Workwear • Hi Viz • PPE • and much more... 
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Sports Desk 01902 319531 


Boxing champs Seven again 

Top flight fighters come Medics left feeling 

back to Black Country sick after shutout 
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Away-day 
jinx halts 
as Tipton 
grab win 

Kirby Muxloe 0 

Tipton Town 2 

TIPTON’S away-day woes 
finally came to an end as a 
closely-contested clash even¬ 
tually swung the way of the 
visitors. 

Tipton gave a debut to 
new signing Andy Dicken 
and his tireless breaking up 
of play proved to be a vital 
contribution. 

With just three minutes to 
the break Mensah Kinch 
surged into the right hand 
side of the penalty area and 
unleashed a shot past the 
despairing grasp of Elliot 
Shilliam. 

It was to be one of Kinch’s 
last contributions as a nig¬ 
gling injury saw him with¬ 
drawn just after the break. 

Kirby pressed hard for an 
equaliser in the second half 
and always looked danger¬ 
ous. 

Substitute Matt Weyman 
entered the fray on 70 
minutes and almost grabbed 
his first goal. But Weyman’s 
persistence told and on 73 
minutes he slotted home 
after good work from 
Nisbett. 

Kirby continued to press 
hard, believing they could 
still get something from the 
game. 

With 10 minutes to go, a 
Jordan Holmes header 
sailed over the bar and, with 
the game moving into stop¬ 
page time, Jamie Allen 
headed home only to see the 
linesman’s flag deny the 
home side a consolation. 

Poshed out 
of Youth Cup 

Wolves U18 1 
Peterboro’ U18 2 

WOLVES’ poor finishing 
again saw them lose to 
Peterborough - this time to 
exit the FA Youth Cup , 
writes Tim Nash. 

Three days after the first 
team lost 1-0 to Posh after 
wasting chances, the 
Under-18s followed suit. 

Powerful French striker 
Ibrahim Keita put Wolves 
in front in the first real 
chance in the 18th minute. 

But Posh levelled two 
minutes later when Robert 
Duggan slotted home. 

Posh’s Regan Carthey 
rattled the bar after Jaanai 
Gordon tried to pull the 
ball across to Charlie 
Coulson. 

But Wolves had the open¬ 
ings to have got back in it. 

A somewhat untidy 
winner came two minutes 
after the break when 
Gordon curled into an 
unguarded net. 


Hales keep bottom-placed wolves pointless 


OHHC Ists 7 Wolverhampton 2 

OLD Halesonians Hockey Club returned to 
Great Park, as their recent pitch woes con¬ 
tinued. 

They hosted bottom of the league Wolver¬ 
hampton, who were still searching for their 
first points of the season. 

Hales knew they must not be complacent, 
as they had previously lost to Wolverhamp¬ 
ton in a pre-season friendly, and they got off 
to a good start when Paul Woodall converted 
from a penalty corner to make it 1-0 to the 
hosts. 

Wolverhampton continued to put up a 
good fight, before Woodall turned provider 


Hockey 


as he got the assist on a Tom Bulteel goal, as 
the striker made it 2-0 before half time. 

Early in the second half, Man of the Match 
Woodall got his second of the game, as he 
fired the ball hard into the net over the 
diving Wolverhampton goalkeeper. 

At 3-0, Hales started to cruise and a 
couple of mistakes led to Wolverhampton 
scoring twice from penalty corners, as they 
attempted a comeback. 

With just one goal difference Hales were 
motivated back into action, as they turned 


up the intensity and increased the pressure 
on the visitors. 

Old Hales scored twice in quick succes¬ 
sion, with Tom Durnford scoring the first 
from close range. 

Harry Hughes then grabbed Hales’ fifth 
of the game, when he scored one of the best 
goals ever from a seemingly impossible 
angle following a quick breakaway attack. 

Wolverhampton were demoralised and 
struggled to create any further chances, and 
as Hales continued to move forward, Bulteel 
completed his hat-trick with two goals 
before the final whistle. 

Hales dominated the game, and Bulteel 


grabbed his second of the game to make it 6- 
2. With just minutes to go he completed his 
hat-trick, but not before taking three 
attempts to find the net after hitting the 
post and goalkeeper before flicking hard 
into the goal to finish the game off. 

Hales will be pleased they were able to 
bounce back from their defeat last week to 
ease to a win, and will face joint league 
leaders Worcester this weekend. 

Other Results: 

Edgbaston 5 OHHC 2nds 1; Kings Heath 
1 OHHC Ladies 2nds 3; OHHC 3rds 1 Har- 
borne 9; Harborne 5 OHHC 4ths 1; OHHC 
5ths 1 Old Silhillians 3. 


YIUZ TURN MICKLE 
OVER TO MOVE UP 


Halesowen Town 2 Mickleover Sports 1 

HALESOWEN moved up into second 
spot in the table after establishing a 
two-goal lead in a three-minute spell 
late in the first half to record an eighth 
successive home league win. 

Mickleover made a bright start with Karl Demidh 


blocked in front of goal 
after 10 minutes. 

But the Yeltz soon settled 
to create the better chances 
and Asa Charlton did well to 
cross from the left after 15 
minutes, following a neat 
interchange of passes. 

The hosts stood up to 
some robust challenges from 
the visitors with Kevin 
Grocott receiving a yellow 
card for his shin-high chal¬ 
lenge on Tom Tonks. 

Tonks battled on bravely 
after initial treatment, but 
was eventually substituted 
four minutes before half¬ 
time. 

Clawed 

With the Yeltz chasing the 
first goal, Christie’s deft 
header was clawed away on 
to the base of the post by 
goalkeeper Chris Martin 
after Nigel Penney headed 
on Neil Mackenzie’s free- 
kick. 

A drive from Aaron Grif¬ 
fiths was then blocked and a 
sweet threaded-through ball 
from MacKenzie found 
Christie but his clever and 
fierce hooked shot from a 
tight angle was turned away 
for a corner by Martin. 

But man-of-the-match 
Christie slammed home a 
penalty and his eighth goal 
of the season to hand Hale¬ 
sowen the lead after the ball 
flicked up, somewhat fortu¬ 
itously, to strike a Mick- 


Football 


leover defender’s arm. 
Defender Joe Hull doubled 
Halesowen’s advantage just 
three minutes later by pow¬ 
ering home a header from a 
right wing free-kick for his 
third goal of the campaign. 

Just before the interval, 
Christie played a fine ball 
across the box that just 
evaded Avun Jephcott on the 
goal-line. 

With Halesowen in 
charge, Jephcott nodded a 
great chance wide at the 
start of the second period 
and Christie flashed a low 
55th minute shot wide. 

The competent Sports 
side had lacked a cutting 
edge but were given a lifeline 
when Demidh slotted home 
a 70th minute penalty after 
the same player was judged 
to have been impeded by 
Charlton. 

Halesowen sat increas¬ 
ingly deep and were forced to 
defend for the final minutes 
with goalkeeper Matt 
Sargeant collecting Ashley 
Grayson’s 85th minute shot 
through a ruck of players. 

The Yeltz then survived a 
great escape with two 
minutes remaining when 
Curtis Tilt hacked the ball 
clear after Grayson’s shot 
beat Sargeant, only to 
rebound off the far post and 
away from the pouncing 
Mickleover forwards. 


Benbow bouncing with a hat-trick in shutout 



oals past Weymouth in their final 
ome match before their big FA Cup 
game at Stevenage this coming 
weekend. 

A focussed Glassboys side made a 
bright start and they were rewarded 
with the opening goal of the after¬ 
noon on 12 minutes. 

Ben Billingham split the visiting 
defence with his pass that played 


Ryan Rowe in through the right 
channel area and he dinked the ball 
past the advancing Jason Matthews. 

Luke Benbow was found in space 
and he burst into the left-hand side of 
the area before slipping his shot 
under Matthews’ body as he was 
closed down by Michael Walker. 

Weymouth were undone by a 
Coleman goal-kick that bounced over 
the head of Nathan Walker to let in 
Benbow. He got the better of Ashley 


Wells before neatly clipping the ball 
over Matthews to finish and then in 
the 39th minute Haynes played the 
ball down the right-flank to Billing¬ 
ham and he touched the ball inside 
past Michael Walker before tucking 
away a low angled left-foot drive past 
Matthews. 

Benbow completed his hat-trick in 
the second half. Four minutes from 
time Chris Knight grabbed the sixth 
and Washbourne got the last score. 


A happy hat-trick star Luke Benbow scores one of his three goals in the seven goal shutout of Weymouth 
Stourbridge 7 Weymouth 0 

STOURBRIDGE slammed seven 


Ride gets 
bumpy as 
Cup nears 

Burnham 2 Stourbridge 0 

IN their final fixture before 
Saturday’s big FA Cup tie at 
Stevenage, a depleted Glass- 
boys side fell to a disappoint¬ 
ing loss at Burnham. 

Gary Hackett’s men 
struggled to adapt to the 
bumpy pitch and were hit by 
two goals from Ryan Blake. 

With just nine minutes 
gone Stourbridge found 
themselves trailing. A 
miscued shot from outside 
the box from Lee Togwell 
ran invitingly through to 
Blake on the right-hand side 
of the area and he beat Dean 
Coleman with a low angled 
shot. 

The visitors introduced 
Kayelden Brown and then 
Roly Agbor in the first 17 
minutes of the second period 
as they adopted a more 
direct approach. 

Rowe sliced a chance on 
the left-hand side of the area 
after being found by Billing¬ 
ham . 

The game grew increas¬ 
ingly stretched as Stour¬ 
bridge tried to find an 
equaliser, but the Bucking¬ 
hamshire hosts defended 
strongly. 

Seven minutes into stop¬ 
page time Burnham 
wrapped up victory as Blake 
turned the ball over the line 
to condemn the Glassboys to 
defeat. 

Heathens stay in 
National League 

SPEEDWAY champions 
Dudley will, as expected, 
stay in the National League 
for 2014. 

Many fans would like to 
see the former Cradley club 
join the Premier League, the 
sport’s second tier. 

But Heathens bosses have 
maintained that such a 
move would only happen if 
they find their own track 
and quit Monmore Green. 


The Chronicle, a Midland 
News Association Ltd 
publication, printed 
by the company at 
Ketley, Telford. Thursday, 
December5, 2013. 


SHAW STONE surfaces ltd 


GRANITE WORKTOPS 

Unit 11, Mucklow Hill Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 8DF 

www.shawstonesurfaces.co.uk email: sales@shawstonesurfaces.co.uk Tel: 0121 503 0817 


• Granite, Quartz and Corian Kitchen 
Worktops 

• Template and Installation Service 

• Worktop Replacement Service 

• 15 Year stain proof granite warranty and 
10 year Silestone warranty 

• Bespoke vanities for bathrooms 

• Hearths and Fireplaces made to measure 






























